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POPERY 


A L That the Komith ie Sl 
£4 all thoſe Countries where tis ROY 4 
= \ IT. That it occafions._ the loſs of | above|-4 
2co "Millions of Gp or +16 Millions| | 
Sterling, per 4. to France in particular. | } 4 
| | HT That if Popery were Aboliſhed | ; 
T in France, that Kingdonr would become} | 

| 

| 


5 incomparably more Rich and Populous | 
- = andthe King's Revenues would Advance 
| above 100 Millions of Livres, or 8 Mil- 
»J | | lions Sterling per Annum. 
YN IV. That it - is impoſſible that France | | 
ſhould ever be Re-eftabliſhed, whilſt | þ. 
| Popery is their National Religion. 1 


Ss | By a Perſon of Quality, a Native of Frence ; Y 
*=\ Author of The Deſolatiop of France demonftr ated. 7 


| LONDOWM : Sold by J. Þarris, at the Har- j | 
| | row in Little Britai#s 1698. 
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IRE) 
The Honourable 051 


THE 
| Houſe of Commons, 


IS Treaife which I cake 
the Liberry to 'Dedicars 
>. tg your Honours , wich 


Refpect, "WAS 
bliſhed | fornetitne a 0 in Fea 
and. by feveral Perfons' of Great 
Judgement chought nor Unworthy t 
preſented rof w_ view in E gi 
becauſe of the Importance. of "the 
; Matter, and the Profs which cGey 
onges might from thence redound 


ro urch and State. 


F 2 _- The 


The w_ 
- the deſign of it is, to prove by 
Political Arguriients,, ' .( a Method 
New and Extraordinary ). that the 
Romiſh Religion is. the'ſ; Falſeſt of 
any that hath hitherto appeared in 
the World, becauſe wi is the de- 
ftruftion. and, lapue _o all. Con - 
tries where © it "ig Edlablifhied j 
Ruins Nations more. than any Ja | 
Falſe BAG chat we- have ye 
heard of. | be-j 


© This T demonſtrate by the Ia- : 


- ent, that Popery occaſions the. loſs 
of above 200 Millions of Livres - 
per Amun to that Kingdom ; whence 7 
ic follows, that even as to Tempo- - 


nſpeakable Advantages by the Re- 
' formation, which hath delivered: her - 
from that Cruel and Unſupportable - 
Yoke. 


I haye 


tance of France, and” make it evi- | 


rals, the Kingdom of England reaps ' 


—_ de Wo - puns %y 


A 


ERS. 


> 


, The Epiſtles 
©{/T have ſo much'the/greater Reaſani 
ro hope that this Book will aor'bepn» 
acceptable'to your Honouts,becaule;it 
reids more hind more t6 confirm 'the 
Proteſtant Religion ' in this Kingdorn, 
for the defende of which, 'againſt the 


| Tyranny of Popery, you have'on-all 


»ccafions. teſtified an'ardene Zeal. i: 
KETE TOFR IT}. HIP of "7.  \r3 9 


' 3 "The tender Care and great: Chariry 
which you have-manifeſted towards 
the, poor Refugees, 'who ſuffer fot 
the faid Religion ; bur aboye all; 'the 
Courage ind Zeal you have diſcover 


inthis aff War,” by ſparing ” nothing 


that was neceffary - for [the preſervas 
tion of the Proteſtane Intereſt,- liave 
made it gloriouſly appear .to all the 
Nations of the Earth, that you value 
neither your Freaſures nor;your Blood, 
when' there's: a neceflity. of ſpending 
them in., defence of - your Religion ; 
Andin”efftett, there was no leſs at 


"0" 


| The Epiſtle. 
Stake, than the looſing or preſerving 
it, for your ſelves and your Polterity; 
nay, I may ſay for the whole Prote- 
Rant World, and together with thar 
you mult have loſt your precious Li- 
berties, and all that is dear to you as 
Men and Chriſtians ; 'That it would 
pleaſe God that by your Gene- 
neraus Example and Sage Reſolyes, 
you may tranſmit to all ſucceeding 
Parliaments., ' that ſame Prudeace, 
Magnanimity and Zeal, for the Main- 
tenance of the Proteftane Religion 
and your Publick Liberxies; againſt all 
the conſtans, Prayer of him, who is 
with all poſſible. Submiſſion and. pro- 


_ Your Honours 


Moſt humble ard 
_ + moſt Obedient: Servant), - 


7 " 


Grandſon to M. Du Pleſlis Mornay: 


THE 


" PREFACE 


READER. 


Bond a Teen ago, I publiſbed 4 Treatiſe, fir the Ser- 
vice of this Narion upon the preſens State of France, 
-The - Deſolation of France Deman- 
rw oh - frated> And _ bal oy I made it HR 
at "Popery was the princ 
Rainthat hath befalfn that Kingdom. The Ford Was ve peg 
Yo this Nathon in general; but ſome ' were apt to thin 
#:gravated Matters, and that the Condition of France was 
. not ſobad as T had repreſented it. Amongſt others, a certain 
Gentleman of —4 Parts, was pleaſed to write a Manuſcript 


apon that #, full of Wit, and diametrically geo 
whas I had d, LS fit to publi 

Events that finco® , have confirmed, in mg —_ 
I then faid ; #hat Ingenious Perſon bath achnow- 
Jedged, ina carians piece lately publiſhed, That I bad Reaſog 


_ wn my fide, for whed 3 bad writ in general, as fs the Con- 
«tion of France. But diverſe other Perſons of Worth, baving 
fb, F the Propoſition which I had advan- 


TEEN EEE 
bofs of 200 Millions per An. to France > which t thew 
pad eem 


To the Reader. 

Jen's. a Paradox, I thought my ſelf obliged to ſatisfie their 

ere. ; O'S" Ee MOT". In oe 3 Se n= TR 
Tv this end Tpublifh'd what 1 hat-writ-upon that... Subjeti 
ſometime ago in French, that by the Fudgment . which others gave 
upon it, I might be the better enabled to .conjefure what was 
proper to be Added or CorreZed tin the Engliſh Edition, which 
Inwpreſent to the Publich, with ſeveral” Additions ; and ha 
done .1t jooper, 4, r ſome Reaſons not fit to be here related. 
But Tſuppoſed beſi 4b Perplew 
to Read ſuch Pieces how. the' War 'ts diffing which they 
lov'd to hear of mthing but bloody Battles, and Princes De- 
thron'd, according to the humour of the Romans in Horace 
his time, as he expreſſeth it in the following Lines, 


__— Pugnas &-exaQtos. Tyranngs...... _.... 

Beatin humeris bibit avre. rs.” FE W> 
doubt. not but ſome people will ſay, That 1 write :with tos 

much beat againft Popery : To which T reply, | * © 
I. That thoſe Perſons don't know Popery well enough, nor have 
they ever examined it throughly. They are mijled by ſome com- 
mon Prejudices, and judge of that Religion not according to its 
effential Principles , and confltant Praftiſe, .but only by, the 
external Behautur of. ſome that profeſs. ut, as baichge who 
are ſometimes as. well Poliſhed, Civilized, Learned and Honeſt 
in outward appearance, as Proteſtants, and. here thoſe People 
Rop- without conſulting the Scripture , or conſidering that the 
D»#rine;, Myals ' and . Tyranny of the 'Romiſh Clergy, are 
more becoming 'Devils than Men. © Icanfefs, that they are. Men 
and Wmen, as well s others; and that there are People mor ally 
Hoek among them, as there are among Pagans,  Fews. and 
Mahumetans z and even among the Ronnſh- Clergy, there are 


fone who are honeſter as to the matter of , Society, than their. 


e | 


ve fore Int lhation - 


. Religim obliges them to be. But thoſe Gentlemen I ſpeak, of, | 


think there's no hurt ih their Idolatry, nor don't conſider the 
Miſchiefs their Religion. does to ail Mankind in gener al, becauſe 
they think it never did them any, ſo that according to this 
po trees theirs, all Religions ſhould be alike, for there are 
Rational and Moral People of all Perſwaſums: PE 
2. I may Reply, That there was never any Proteflant that 
had more Reaſon than my ſelf, to write ſharply againſt Popery, 
there having been no Man hitherto , who bath fludied Kong 
oin 


S>SSDSEt DE SWDQa ES SISSBH2Rt 


2&4 Farm %N tSyqy 
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ToitheReader: 


Point ſo thorough # "#8: 1 bave done, in; Regard. of the infinite 
Miſchiefs " icatil occaſh ons to. » Sf (fe 55; 46 wil appear, by 
the Yo r 
f —_— can aaeed ks in;expreſing his Abhorfence of. 
Poor, provided: he. forbear reflet$ing-apon inncent Perſons, as 
I how aſc Wecrteialys the Maltgnity of _ the Komith: 
te hom Eonefm ares: if 
LIE fide, as it pears es all honeſt Papiſts. 
will think. res ty #0 4me,;. for dl baſ ins chem, and 


if they cam. yagi wa of 16 00 ls Vp Wome 
the reproachef it. © + {2K 


« 'The Wits of Fhis: ON will phate fuk x fl with _ Stite 
r of ; Gaxpreiſion n tha 


bo qr es ary which no you lee taben natice we 
And T hope that thoſe who love Solid por Important Diſevveries, 
end the Order.anil- Ghod of the 'Conmonpwealrb, will\do. me 
Fuſtice-. Tboſe\ tha: have finer. Peas than I, may perhaps 
this Subjeth-; better. after me, Correth my Faults,  Sup- 
ply my Defelts, aad-Add te my Diſcoveries, it being «; Maxim 
Earn my in invents: addere. YR 4 
«One muſt .confefs .thati | more from 
Wake os is ad; wh — the DeftruSion 0 Popery' "than 
from all the Books of Controverſies that ſhall be writ hence- 
forward. Great Men never Read them, and - for-the 
part, they govern themſelves meerly by "ſenſi ble Reaſons and 
Viſible Intereft. Thoſe that Ipropoſe here are Uncontrovertible, 
beyond all Exception, and Intelligible ta People of the meaneſt 
Capacities, if they have but patience to hear them ; ſs that 
all that remains to be Contreverted , is the degree of the 
Miſchief occaſioned by Popery , and whether it be ſo great, as 
Ihave repreſented it or not. 
Thave choſen to inſiſt on the Inftance of -France, to prove the 
"pay Malignity of the Romiſh Religion, rather than on that 
ary other Popiſh State, becauſe that Country is beſt known to 
me, and that laſt __ I EY to make it appear _ 


 __ Tothe Reader. _ 
che Rui of Franct frevtedtd mefie from Pyory'y f thay ts 


is an 


and rare a np og ftriverh i cither o$12ifle- 

them, or to Employ them to baſe and pernicious Ends. There 

is nothing mere certain than thas ail would do well there, were 

it not for the Popiſh Clergy,and eſpeciallythe Feſuites,wds carry 

the chief Sway in that Nats. | | 

1 propoſe no” other . end ivory If bn this, but to ſerve the 
jod, and iny preſent Counery the. Ringilaws of 


| —_—_ ſand times" mnore- Love fie : Brands , 
t J-who Grvern here, "or Yun indent {he iferuer for 


Saris AM 
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ww 


CT, Ys, - Grandſon, on 
had much ado to eſcape with his Life, and is — our 


ym rp the valuable wreck of that ance renown'd 
rcoteſtant Church : Yet inthat forlorn Condition, with 
little encouragement from Men, and as little 


he hath. given us manypredfs of lib Zeal and forme 
= sf Frans Intereſt. His Barge The 
ejolakten ranee-dempnſtr, 
3. ard if the the digate EE oe 


Wine, n' 5, EL: this he 


kind, role "rio Rea 


-Dow offers to the Publick, can meet with Tels. 


as for the Tranſlation , Which is my own part, you 
know have performed it duting a hurry of other bulineſss 
Tothit if it be EN: Engliſh it is as .much as, you can 


__ | The 


T7 


\ 7 he Tranſlator, G&c. _- 

The Author will bear me witneſs, that I have kept to 
his Senſe, andiindeed, as there is ſomething ancommon 
in his Thought, there is the ſame in his manner of Ex- 
preffion, which is more adapyed to inform the Judgment, $ _ 
than to pleaſe the Fancy, and therefore to have attemp- 
ted to ſet off or rather to diſguiſe by, flouriſhes af $tile, Þ 
what the: Author deſigned ſhould 'be- igtelligible to every | Þ 
one, would have been an' injury to the pattern he hath ſet IF 


me. 

I have nothing to add,. but-thgt. as in the laſt Century 
God raiſed up many great Men :0-difcover the Falſe Do- 
Grines of the Romiſh Church, which made ſuch People 
as had any due regard to their Salvation, to come out of =. 
her, Who kaows 6ut thathe "ſame Providence, by railog |= F 
up others. to-difcover «the "Poli" ical Miſchicfs' of that. 
Religion*to Kingdoms and States, may thereby ſtirup 
'the Kings and Princes of the Earth to hate the Whore, and 
burn her fl:ſþ with fire. That this may be one of the effets 
of this Book (the beſt, if not the only Treatiſe that ever was 1 
writ upon tie Subje&) and that it may'& {wer your'Ex-. 


tion,and Procure theAuthor that Reſpet and Eſte th 
which he deſervesfrom all gaod-Men , -is the unfeigned Þ& -- 
withaad: hearty defire of -  -.- | "Ms x 
RE NS be 7. 9 P10 7 et Tour bamb be Sery | ant; E547 2 BF th 


Jr [th 
X | 6. Ridpach. | | * 
| WRATH 175! hi 
x Pp Ap. 2. lineS5 tf hl more. p. $6:1. 24. r. Fleſh.meat. , 


P- 59:1. 27.T. bought in Lent. p. 60.1. 7.V IOLENC- | 
'T., Violence. p.113. 1.5: r, But when Jhall they be able to doit ? C0 


'PÞ- 219. 1.6, 4H an. 
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of | Political Arpuments, Proving IY WY 
piſh Religion riitnes all thoſe. States 
7 where-it 'ts s the Publick Religion, - L 


le ; hier 
of 8. 

Ig juſtifie my \Propaien I. witoie 

at it appearin Es Articles; that 

p T*% 'Popilh, Relig) f | 

ts .. +... above 200 

as num to, rANge. 

(=, Article 

7, ats of the | 

wq .the People ro 


US per” [ae 3ac hs 


(2) 


ny Armies to ſupport that Uſurper,: and who |} ; 


ren bim Maſter of all thoſe Kingdoms. There * - 
Chlmrches where” above 50 or 100 ſuch | Fa 


Toe are ſaid every day upon a great number Y \« 
_ as they call them, which raiſes Subfi- * 
Na for 2 arr number of Priefts & Monks, f »j 
d formerly maintain a greater number. | 
It is here proper to be obſerved, that to the | 
end they wy entertain the greater war of} 6 
0 at. the ſame time the ey Recommend the | 
fx the xs the gee pt 7 part Divine Worſhip 
a Reli Eligion, - 20 ge the people to fre- 
ry daysthe DEE are ſtrictly forbid | 
to lay LET two fer &rm, except in ſome pri- |j| - 
viledgd places,as in Picer dy and che Country of # 
ſe the Pariſhes there are poor and | 


Ee Pac 2 maker ih that ver aye pg 4 

Auk fieſt tnay 0c io © þ 

bue chat che Gur | 

Th ag Moby: tos maititain' as rnaily of | 

Gy ba or Life-guard men,at the Charge | 
+a$ C 


; The Parliament of P+- 
ned | rele 7 at 12 4. po 
itices they laye” 


*: rt, mo 25 eo9t CHD 21h uno III mT 
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PO fort "ths Preachers 


(3) 


* jn an Afaffication-or Plot agaiaſt a Prince, 0t 
7 2 Robbery, &c. That is to ſay, they doreally 
* facrifice +4 they themſelves pretend) the Body 


of Jeſus Chriſt in all thoſe caſes, and many 
others of thefame'nature. Being herein more 


# bliod chan the very Pagans, who thobght is 


enoneh to offer ſome Cakes, or to facrifice 
fome low-priz'd” Animal to "their Gods and 
Goddefles, when they pray'd them to ſucceed 
their cefrgns, according to tharof the Poet + 


| O pulchta Laverwi 
Da mihi fallere, da juftum ſanttimg, viders 
| Noftem peccatis & frandibiu obſice Naubem, 
& 11bi farre litabo, © 
| Which maybe Engliſhed 4d /enſwm thys. 
O'fair Laveyns, pre'thee fever fail, 
Ore all my Villanies to ſpread'a Vail, 
| Ang thou thalt ve thy fill ob Cakes & Ale: 


NES have fo  OGRE ci pay play 
for Prayers.and k Wi no reaſon why: they way 
well the other!” = the rime A 


(43 


plaid for the pardon of the Sins of Towns and | 
Cities in Germany, They get alſo Money by % 
thoſe Maſles - another way , which is, that * 
thoſe who afliſt at them do many times | 
put Money into the Box, which falls all ro the 8 


ſhare of the Prieſts. 


Sometimes it happens that a dying perſon | 
orders 100, 1000,6000 nay 10000 Maſſes to be | 


aid for the repoſe of his ſoul after his death.for 


which his Heirs pay thro' the Noſe. There | 


are very few Roman Catholicks who are not 
guilty of this Weakneſs at their deach , bat if 
ome of thoſe who underſtand better, deſpiſe 


thoſe fooleries upon their Death-bed, their 7 
Friends who are not ſo well informed, are ſure | 
ro order .Maſles for them, and pay the Prieſts | 
for their pains 5 NaF the very pooreſt of them | 
: | 


always take” care tohave ſome Maſles ſaid. 


+ "Beſides this, there's every year an Anniver- | 


ſary, as they call it, for moſt people which have 


left any Eſtate behind chem, or. whoſe Friends | 
are well to. paſs,. that is to ſay a'Maſs Sung for 
che Soul of the deceaſed, by a great number of |} 
Prieſts, ſometimes 500or 100 togecher ; -who | 


muſt all of :them . be . ſplendidly. treated after- 
wards, Xi 4 uſually; faddl 


which the Maſs brings to the Clergy , that thi 
have made ne. of the moſt | parts of 


their Warthp- 


The Invention of their Fraternities or;Bro- 


therhoods, is another grand Method, by: winch 


- Res cc- cad Toa aec.oac. os At . za ao; oc ti. oc Oe c=& aa oe 


and each of them muſt have a piece of Money 


1des. > | | 
- It is theo upos.the account of the greatProfic 


. . . *. 6 
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4 they pillage the people, who being as Tfnorane 


as Pagans, the Monks rake advantage of ir, and 
wade them that whoever enters into the 


# Order, ſhall have a ſhare in the Merits of the 
# Ame, nor do they admit them without a con- 
* fiderable Preſent at firſt, which they oblige 


them to repeat from time to time. Sometimes 


| there are people of Quality of both Sexes, nay, 
| (even General of Armies, that have been much 


efteem'd inthe World, who do fo far forgec 
themſelves, and become ſo weak, as to defire to 
die-in the Habit of theſe raſcally Monks, who 


impoſe upon them ſo far as ro make them to 


believe that they cannot fail of being ſaved 


and of going dire&ly to Paradice, withouc 


touching at Purgatory, provided they die in the 
habit of their Order; and thar the habic of their 
St. Francis, is as much worth as the Baptiſm of 


Jeſus Chriſt. : Many conſiderable Perſons in 


the Courts of Juſtice, and abundance of others 
are guilty of this Weaknels as well as filly 
Women-; Whence it comes to pals that they 
ſerve the Order, into which they have entred, 


* with all cheir- might 3 and it may be juſtly faid 
# .that they divide the Kingdom intro diverſe 


Factions, who are in a continual Cenſpiracy 


| againſt God, and che King, and their Neigh- 


bours; for as thoſe different Orders fubfiſt 
and enrich themſelves meerly by the Idolatry, 
Superſtition and Ignorance of the People; they 
foment it as much as they can, andengage inthe 
Tntereſisand Defigas of the Court of Rome, to 
favour the ſame againſt the King and the State, 
andevery. one of wo Orders hate and deſpiſe 

F 3 one 


(6) 


one another, both out of a principle of Eavy, | 


and becauſe they know one another at bottom; 
and then their. Devotioniſts, who are join'd 


. .to their Fraternities eſpoulſe all their Paſtions, £ 


. Quarrels and Intereſts. 


Thoſe Monks do likewiſe perſuade abun» | 
dance of Silly. Women of Quality and others, | 


to-enter their very Sucking Iafants into their 
Fraternities, perſuading them that there's no 


better method to make them to Live z inſo- } 
much that ſometimes we ſhall ſee thoſe poor Þ 
little Creatures muffled up in,a Monks Hood | 


rh Caſlock, by-which the Order loſe no- 
FIDE 


"obtain, of -the Pope from time to time, for 
Jogze Churches or Monaſteries, which whoſo- 
ever. Viſits, during ſuch a gumber of days, 
which ſerve as a Fair, or ſo many Mark 

Days to the place, ſhall infallibly receive a 
Pardon of all their Sins, provided they give 


bountifully alſo to the ſaid Church or Mona- | 


ery z for that is always to be underſtood, 


and there are'very few but what give more of | 


leſs in ſuch cafes. ; | 

Another of their Baits to faſh for the Peo- 
ples Money, is the Holy Relicks as they call 
them, ' in their Churches, Monaſteries, and 
Convents. ' And when the Peoples Devotiog 
grows cold for the Old Relicks, they never 
fail of bringing New Shrines or . Boxes full of 
New. and Freſh, And ordinarilythey lay they 
PO ran Wn en 7, "7 "coun 


ng. ; 

Another method made uſe of by the Eccle- } 
fialticks, to catch the Wealth and Subſtance | 
.of the People is their Indulgences, which they | 


Ay I AMSHEPTALNY 
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S the ſame time ma 
Touching thoſe Reliques. 


PARTOROSY HEES 


S 3 


S come from Holy Rome. It is well gnqugh 


known, that oftentimes thoſe Reliques are 


Z pieces of Paſt-board faſhioned like Bones, 
® ſometimes they are the 'real Bones of an Hu- 
7 mane Creature, and ſometimes of Beaſts; -as 
Z ic hath been often proved; the Prieſts/ and 
{ Monks making it the Matrer of their Diver- 


fion to inſult over the fooliſh Credulity-of ths 
People in this Iraqacene manner, and yer at 
e them pay for Seeing 2nd 


There are alſo Miracles to be performed 
from time to time, when the Prieſts and 
Monks pleaſe , by the Statues, Images; ar 


# Bones of ſome dead Man or Woman, und 


Under 
the Name of Reliques or Shrines of: ſome 


$ Saiats, as they call the Bones and Boxes in 


which they keep them. Thoſe Miracles are 


of great Advantage tothe Clergy, for by 
means they bring abundance of Offerings to 


- their Churches and Chappels. 


There are moreover Legacies, Dirges: and 
Donatiyes , whether they be Yoloorarn by 
Perſons whom they have Seduced,orSubarn'd, 
or altogether falſe, which the Prieſts or Moos 
forge, in order to diſpoil Families, whereaf 
the World has had Millions of Examples, 
and ſome ſuch happen every day. ; 

Auricular Confeſſion 'is alſo ene of their 
moſt Gainful Inventions, by which they Shear 
their Flock four times a Year. There-are 
few People who don't at ſuch-rimes give them 


aPiece of Money, eſpecially thoſe: who ae 
guilcy of Great Crimes, and thereupon they 


B 4 receive 
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receive Abſolution , provided that together | 


with*this they do ſome little troubleſome 


thing, which che Prieſts impoſe upon them | 
under” the Notion of Penance, the better to | 


colour- that Infamous Traffick, and to make 
the People believe that *tis not for the Money 
they 'Abſolve them, ' for that would appear 
-odjous” ev'n to 'the-moſt diflolute Wretch in 
the - World. I take no notice here of- the 
gi/car Advantage the Pope and his Clergy 


7:ake of this Confeſſion, to dive into the Se- | 


crets of Princes and Grandees, and of all 
People in General, that ſo they may make 
'their own ule of ir, and taketheir Meaſures 
thereupon to pry into the greateſt Secrers of 
'Men and Women, which gives the Eccleſia- 
'Nticks an opportunity to Debauch all the Sex, 
"or to ſqueeze Money out of them 3 for by this 
"means they lead Captive fily Women'\, laden 
"with Sint, and carried away with dieers. Luſts, 
according to the Words of the Text. 

- "There's another thing very Gainfyl- to the 
Romiſh Cletgy, and that is Burials, not only 
in that they fell che' Ground at a deir rate in 


"heir Churches and Convents, and chat they 


"make'a great deal of Profit as I have faid al- 
-ready' by Mafles for the Dead, bat they get 
alſo a great deal of Money for the ſinging of a 
"multittde of the Prieftly-herd ar ordinary In- 
'termetits, where there is commoniy- a great 
-- *naniber, * who have each of them- a piece of 
'M6ney and a (good Treat, at' which they uſe 
X6 foddle themſelves, as well as at'the Ant- 
\perſarics above-mentioned, ' _— : 
SEld yt Ou : on's 
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I don't here condemn a reaſonable Allow- 
ance for one or two Miniſters or Prieſts who 
go before the Corps, and cannot ſubſiſt 
without thoſe little Profits, or who are there 
to comfort the Friends of the deceafed, or to 
inftru& the Company , by putting them in 
mind of their Latrer End ; or to Preach the 


-  Faneral Sermons of Perſons of great Merit ; 


but 1 condemn only the great Exceſs of thar 
pretended Church, in imploying ſuch a great 
number of Prieſts at Funerals without neceſſi- 
ty, who ſing in the-Streetrs like ſo many Prieſts 
of Bacchus, things which neither the People, 
nor the greateſt part of themſelves underſtand, 
and which occaſions a great Charge to the 
Friends of the deceaſed, who frequently have 


. not one bit of Bread left afrer they have paid 


for the Funeral, and the Maſles, that are to be 
faid afterwards for-the deceaſed. In my time 
it was a Complaint at Paris, that the meaneſt 
perſon, ſuch as'a Footman, could not be Bu- 
ried for- leſs than four Piſtoles. Perhaps the 
Court has moderated the Charge, fince they 
have erected ſo many Offices of Buriers of the 
dead, and Criers of Burials, and that there's a 
Tax -as-I am inform'd of eight Crowns laid on 
every'Burial for the King 3 forit would be ve- 
ry hard that the Prieſts and the King ſhould 
_ ſo great a ſum from the Poor People 
all at once upon this Account. | 

The Gain which the Prieſts have by Mar- 


 riages and Baptiſms,” is alſo-very Exceffive. 


Let'them' in Gods Name have ſome Profic 
thence as the Miniſters bave in England, who 


x0.) 
eannot ſubſilt —_ ic, but this matter ought 


to be moderated, and there ſhould be 2 di- 
Rich. , 


ſtinGion made betwixt Poor At 
preſent I confeſs, that thoſe profits of the Po- 

ih Prieſts in France are mach dim 
| evaiar uſe as times are now, there are == few 
Mleralages 0 or Baptiſms in that Kingdom. | 

che moſt General and Common 
Methods - che Idolatrous Clergy of Fraxce 
make uſe of to cheat che poor Ignorant people 
of their Money and Subſtance. 

I take no notice here, of what they gain by 
their Schools and Boarders, becauſe it may be 
ſaid in ſome ſenſe, that what they gain 
way is honeſtly got: Yet herein alſo they oc--: 


cafzon a loſs to the State to which they are com: * 


monly Enemies And hereby they do like» 
wiſe take che Bread our of the Mouths of 
abundance of School-maſters, who are Ho- 
neſter Men than themſelves, . have. gothing 
= to bans on, "he They eo Maiptaio, 
pay Taxes 4 the King proportionably ro 
their lacome. Whereas thoſe Ecclefaaſticks 
have gr to 000 Lo” without teachi 
School, bein t roo Rich al- 
ready, m—_— on CES = , hep PLy non 
nothing to raine the Kingdom,” and 
arm” Aa nrgee to: Maintain. Nay that which 
worle; they ackaowledgea Foreign Auths- 
= viz. that of the Pope, to oy Superior 


to-His Myetties Aunthoricy, and chey areac- 


cultomed- to isfpire their Scholars with - Fx 
mjaſt and- pernicious mac ayey<LM » 45 4] up 
18s 


Exile and. Baſtard Devotion, which 
them 
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(219. 
them to ſhake off a!ll SubjeQion to their Pa- 
rents, to make themſelves Jeſuits, or Prieſts 
\t' | of che Oratory, and to give their Eſtates cothe 
J= Order into which they enter themſelves, : or ar 
J, | leaſt to make their Relations pay'them a good 
7 Penſion, of which the Convent reaps the-Pro- 
fit. They do likewiſe corrupt thoſe Chil 
dren in another manner, at leaſt the Jeluirs 
labour under. the Scandal of it, and indeed 
there's no wickedneſs of which they are nor 
capable. 

. The other Monks who neither keep Schools 
nor Boarders , do nevertheleſs ſeduce abun- 
dance of Young People,under pretence of Com- 
fefling them, and by Vertue of the. Credit 
which they have 'to creep into. Houſes; they 
enſnare and ſeduce alſo the Parents to become 

Monks and Nuns, and to :give them their 
Eſtates, eſpecially in the time of Widowhood, 
nay ſometimes they perſuade them ro be Lla+ 
married on that acconnt; and fo create Divi- 
fions betwixt Man and Wife, and their Chi 
dren. They dolikewiſe Debauch their Wives 
and Daughters, know. all the: Secrets of Old 

Y and: make their own Advantage 
as the Wea neſs of every one. 
| 50 many places the Nuns:do likewiſe take 
g- Boarders, who oftentimes learn ſome» 
| a elle than Virtue among. them, and by 
degrees they:perſanade chem alſo-to-turn Nuns, 
eſpecially if- there be- any profit to be had by 
it-to the Convent, for the Relations of "the 
irls give them eicher 2 conſiderable ſum of 
Money for ys 07:6:g008 Anaual men? 
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which is ſo much loſs to the Capital Stock of | | 
the Kingdom, feeing it falls into Mainmort or ; 


$ INS 5 
There are alſo many of thoſe Convents, both # 


of Monks and Nuns, who for Money take in 


the young Baſtards of Perſons of Quality, that | 

would not have the thing known, and many | 
times they make away with 'emzthere have been * 
found in Ponds, Ciſterns and Houſes of Office, | 


ſeveral Corps and Bones of thoſe poor Infants: 


They plunder the people alſo by theirTapers, | 
Wax-candles and Torches, which they uſe-in | 
_ Grand Procefſions ; for they oblige the people | 


to furniſh thoſe things, and all that is nor ſpenc 
belongs, as they alledge, to the Church, that is 


to ſay, to the Prieſts or Monks. It is well | 
enough known, thar on: certain days, which #! 
they look upon as great Feſtivals, chey oblige | 


every Corporation or Company,in great Towns, 


to furniſh huge Torches, each of which does 


ſometimes repreſent an Hiſtory of the Old 
and New Teſtament, or fabulous Legend z or 
ſometimes they will have the Images of 5-or 6 


Perſons, or as many Beaſts, in Wax at large, | 


ſo weighty that. they muſt have 10 or 12 Men 
tocatry one of theſe Torches. Twenty ſuch 
they carry in Proceſſion, which coſts more 
ſometimes than to cr 20060 Livres; and the 
profit of this is to be reap'd by their Giery; 
at the Expenſe of the poor Idolatrous People. 
This is chiefly: to be ſeen on that 'day, which 
they call the: Feaſt of God, for the Popes, good 
Men, have thought fit that God ſhould have a 
Feſtival, as-well as Dominic, Loyola, & Xavi- 
er, &c. And 
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they call-the, Apparel of the Virgio, &c. + 


(23 
- And if the Inquiſition were eſtabliſhed -in 


* France, as many people imagine it may be done 
© in this Reign, which however, I believe nor, 
{ ic would fil pillage the Nation more, as it 


bath done. Sp«in and Portugal. 
There's yet another ſecret way, that the 
Monks are charged with uſing, to levy a great 


 Summof Money upon the People and their 


own Devotioniſts, all at once, which is thus , 
When their Convent and its Dependencies, or 
their Church, -is old and does not pleaſe them, 
they ſer ir on fire themſelves, and then 

heavy Lamentations for that fad Accident 


wang it hath-pleaſed God to permit, and then 
| the 


y goa begging for Money to Re-build what 
is burnt. -If ir require 30000. Livres, more or 
leſs, to Re-build it as it was, they will raiſe at 
leaſt 100800 upon the people.. leaving always 
the work. unfiniſhed , give out, that the 
Summs raiſed were bur very ſmall, and nor 
enough to carry on the Work. for none bue 
themſelves know priſe what is given,. or 
what the building hath coſt, becauſe tiny ke 
care that no body ſhall be acquainted with-their 
Affairs, and ſothis furniſhes them with a ;pre- 
tence to beg conſtantly , and to procute” Le- 
gacies from ſome. filly people when a dying, .of 
pretence of. hniſhing that Work. 202M 
. There are: many: Orders who ſell little Re- 
licks, that they fay have been, Conſecrared by 
the Pope, and, ;Beads. that have 'ronch'd ſome 
Miraculous,/Images. The Carmelites have what 


* The 
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The Holy Days are' moreover very gainful | 
to the Ecclefiaſticks of all ſorts, becauſe the 7 
' people go to Church on rhofe Days, with more i 


Devotion than ' 0n'Sundays, cauſe abundance 
of Maſſes to be faid, and befides paying for 
them, give Money alſo to the Box. Thoſe 


Feſtival Days are like ſo many Fairs, whereia | 


the Clergy make Money of their Merchandize; 


They are likewiſe very advantagious to the | 


Pope, not only in rhat they contribute ro the 


Enriching of his Eccleſiaſtical Troops , which | 
he entertains, as I have already faid , at the 


Expence of thofe whom he. has brought under 
his Yoke, and of whom, he aſſures himfelf 


more and more by that Method ,” both by | 


weakening them, and ing in their King, 
doms Armies. ab Garriſons, of Prieſts and 
Monks, who have Sworn 'to him; as being. in 
Hee Opinion,Soperiour tothe King,and having 
Right: to claim Obedience from him in every 
thing; ſo that they are conſtantly ready, either 
to revolt or to kill Kings, 'when e Pope 
defires.ir, or when Princes would have chem 
contribure 'to the C of the State. B 
thofke Feſtivals we mw reat of, of Above 
advantagious to the Popes in this, tha ther theta 
him'sbove all humane Aurhorit f fey 260 
that of God binaſelf's for *tis* 0 have 


laſticaced or Authoriz'd all thoſe *pretended 


Holy Days, by which they give” Laws to the 
Coaſciences of 4 , and oblige 'them tg 
Adoreand Invoke whom they pleaſe, and far 
the moſt part Villains, thar is to ſay, the Popes 
themſelves and the Miniſters of their Tyranny} 

. an 
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and by-this means the Popes don't content 


2 themſelves to be Ador'd while they live; but 


P0009. h. —-- 
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© they hope to be Invok'd and Ador'd after their 
death. They have alſo this SatisfaQtion there 
by; that they ſee the Holy Days of their own 
Appointment, more devoutly obſerved than 
thoſe. of God's Appointment, which is'the 
Sabbath. Thence alſo they reap another grand 
Advantage, viz. the Money which they ſqueeze 
rom the people for Canonizing ſuch and fuch 

ints. - | | 

I muſt not forget here, the profit which they 


* make by Means of their Father 7irrier, or Title 


may 
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maker, 'a$ they call him, eſpecially. in the Re- 
| ligious* Communities, for whom. he forges 
Titles, - that they 'may bereave the Laicks of 


pretext that Marriage is 4 
þ ns; ning Pe thePope 


a 


all 
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all the Efates, ' as well as of the Quiet and 


Honour of. Mankind. 


The Exemption which the Ecclefiafticks 
plead from: the - Ordinary Courts of Juſtice , | 


occaſions a great diſorder in Society, of which 

_ the Popiſh Clergy make their Advantage. 
They get, Money alſo by granting diſpenſa- 

_ for eating Meat in Lee, and at other 


| They alſo ſqueeze Money from fick Perſons ns; : 


or their Friends, for carrying their pretend 
Sacrament and Holy Oils to them, 

Their Mifchievous Clergy have - a great 
number ' of other Methods/, .to -plunder ' the 
people of their Subſtance, and they inyent new 
ones from time to rime, , or, extend and 
the old ones: 

Cle reg Orrogy WO Res of mhich, the 

ergy us cuomngly bereavet POP E, 
is not abſolutely loſt.co.che Kingdom, becauſe 
they ei it themſelves, and fo itcircu- 
lates again among the people, or elſe they hoard 
it up, by-which they do great prejudice to. 5he 
State ; but however, ſoon or late the 
comes out of their hands, at leaſt he their 
>.) M has. its ordinary, Comrle. ,UNDOK: 

Ut If is certain t hat this Mor I 
ov by more profitable to the. St: 
had ir beeti.ih the har re thoſe : Py ro 


M taken the H LET 
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Game by profeſſed - Cheats, would ,do: 
more good to the State, if. it were i 
of induſtrious Citizens, _ and; thoſe that, are 
uſeful ho. the Commonwealth., than in the 
hands of ſuch Profligates. And. hence it comes 
to paſs that in all Countries, where there's 
good Diſcipline, theſe diforders are. puniſh'd, 
tho' the Money that they rob and chear people | 
of, does not go out, of the .Kingdom. . Ic. t1g- 
tifies nothing to tell me, that the. Mogey which 
che Priefts' catch, by theſe Methods, is given 
em freely ;, far grant-ic be fo, the State being . 
o much dammag'd by ic, ought not.to ſuffer it, 


The.Maſter of a Family, who wants. manage- 


ment, .does often times waſte-his Eftateto:lictle 
poſe, tho. he does. it willingly,...yet he is 

bing the  Jefs, injurious: to. his, Family. anc 
Creditors, and therefore the Magiſtrates. ig 
fome well:govern'd Countries; appoiac:; a 
zUardian oyer ſuch, and that many. times too. 
at the requeſt of. their Children. Buc more- 
over, "tis not true that the ignorant Papilts give 
their Eſtates willingly. to the Prieſts, tor they 
are the poor-peaple whom they. have made drunk 
with the Wine of their, Fornications, according to 
the Scripture-phraſe, that is to. ſay, with their 
Idolatries and Superſtitions , threataing them 
with Hell and Purgatory, if chey don't give 
chem, and promiſing them Heav'n it they-give. 
herefore thoſe who believe their Follies, are 
ander a Moral Neceſſity of giving them:, _ ---. 
-Ie may be eraly aid, they. rob the people of 
all they get -in char manner, ſeeing. the;more 
they give that way, the leſs they have to main- 
| "= fi 
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tain their Families, carry on their Trade and to 


breed*up and give portions to their Children. 

"If toy: imployed* that which they rob the 
people of in Trade ; Handicrafts , Manufa- 
ures, 'Hasbandry or Fiſhing , ir would ftill 
remain a great piece of 1njuſtice and Diſorder, 


ut the State would not ſaffer ſo much by it. 


it they imployed it in Baildings, profitable to 
che Society, or purchaſing Jewels, or lafti 
Mov-aoles, the State would not loſe ſo muc 
by it, but. many times they ſpend it in ( 
Eating and Drinking , other lewd De- 
bauches z or otherwiſe hoard it up in their 
Coffers, or turn Uſurers. 

If thoſe -Eccleſfiaſticks had not enough to 
 ſubſiſt on, without all thoſe cheating Tricks 
above-mentioned, it were much for the 
people, how aſeleſ$ ſoever they may be,to make 

a publick Fund, for their maintenance, than to 
fuffer them to follow the Trade of Cheating 
a5 all Men agree, it were better for them to 
provide thus for other Robbers and Cheats, if 
it were found to be an effeual Method to di- 
vere them from chat wicked way of Living. 
Bur it hath alwavs been thought, thar it would 
be ineffetual as ro Highway-men by Profeſ- 
fion, and we may ſay the fame, as to the Po- 
pith Clergy,who for the moſt pare have enough 
to ſabſiſt on withour cheats ; yer they find what 
they catch that way, ſweeter g an al] the reſt, 
and look upon it as the Fruit of,their Cunning 
and Parts. The thorceſt way rhen, would be 
to ſuppreſs ſix parts in ſeven of all thoſe Eccle- 
faſticks, which would be a good thing, oX 


po 


or 
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for themſelves, becauſe by that ſort of Rob- 
bery, they not only deſtroy their own Souls, 
but alſo thoſe of we whom they have 
bewitched and beſotted , ruining beſides a vaſt 
nimber of Families; and thus by their perni- 


| cious Example, inſtru&t and bring up all the , 


World to Impoſture, Cheating and Hypocrilie, - 
arid make people to conceive Monſtrous Opi- 
nions of the Deity, by transforming the ſame 


. either into a Bruriſh Idol that hath no under- 


ſtanding, or into a Dzmon as wicked as poſſt- 


ble. | 

So that all being conſidered, I do verily 
believe, that withoue reckoning the Scandal 
occaſioned by theſe diſorders, there was no leſs 
than one third of loſs to the Kingdom, by thoſe 
40 or 50 Millions which all thoſe Cheats 
brought to the Popiſh Clergy of France before 
this War. 

If it be faid, that there are many other uſe- 
leſs lewd Fellows, that plunder the State as 
well as the Clergy, that does-not one whit 
excuſe them, nor thoſe who ſuffer ſuch diſor- 
ders, and might eafily prevent them- Buc'on 
the contrary, the more there are of others, 
the fewer there ought tro be ſuffered of _theſe 
who are doubly hurtful, as being contrary. to 
the Salvation of the peoples Souls, and .the ..' 


Welfare of -the Government. 


The 1I. Article relates to the exceſſive 
multicude of. Ecclefiaſticks. in France, which: 
are fix ro one in England, their reſpeRive pro- 
portions and _— being conſidered, ( and 

| 2 yet 
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yer. it. is.known there are more in England than 
in any other Prateſtane- Country -) whence it 


_ appears, 'that there are'proportionably ſo many 
more people in France that doti't work, being 


idle Fellows for che moſt part, alrogecher uſe- 
lefs, nay, do a great deal of miſchief. They 
are. computed at 3o0000oaltogerher Males and 


Females, whereof I am 'fure 40000 Males 


would be ſufficient for the Service of their pre- 
tended Church, fach as it is; fo that there 
remain 260000 uſeleſs Ecclefiaſticks. 

"Then it is to be obſerved;thar 3ocooo Adult 
Perſons, ſuch as they, are worth double the 
number of others taken out of che common 
Maſs of People, eſpecially if we confider that 
che greageſt part of thoſe Eccleſfiafticks are 
Males. rs reckon the Work then to which 
thoſe 260000 uſeleſs perſons ought to apply 
themſelves, if the World were not turned 
upſide down, only at 3 4d. per Day one with 
another, withour Victualsz and ler us ſuppoſe 
alſo, that they work 300 days in a year, the 
unprofitable Holy Days being aboliſh'd, chat 


amounts to above 11 Millions 500000 Livres . 


per Annum pure loſs. Tam willing to abate a 
Million. and a half for the Lace, Points, &c. 
made by” ſome Nuns, and for what ſome poor 
Prieſtsand Monks work in their Gardens, yet 
there remains ſtill above 1o Millions of pure 
lofs, withour taking notice of the Contagion 
of their bad example of Idleneſs, . which cor- 
rupts the people, and beſides *tis certain that 
they ſpend their time in doipg miſchief. 
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which is ill beſtow'd, and another;Rob- 
char they commit on. the Nation,ſeeing. it 
t to: be imployed in-maintaining_ others, 


0 
[who are more -uſefal, and bave ſomuch the 
leb, 25 thoſe Eccleſfiafticks have too-much, who 
are; as; Drones that eat.up'the-Honey of the 
 -induftrious-Bee.' This-Article/amounts'to as 
much as the other; for thefe people, as: T-have 


ſaid, own, that by their Profeſſions, they.are 


'not to Work-gbr:to Marry; and ſo devour the 


reſt of the laborious people that have Fainthies. 
This, I ſay, is a Robbery-upon the Common- 
wealth, according to>that 'Axiom, Non Nobis 
nati ſumus fed Patria & Liberis.  'We-arenpt 
born for our ſelves, but ' fot our-Country and 
Children. | 3:3 76001, 3% 2007 
Some ignorant people will: perhaps ſay, -that 
they pray ro God:for-others;:: Þ Anſwer, That 
others cither.do pray; or:.ought ro pray:for 
chem 'So that as to-that Many, they are:ev'n 
with chem-,-Butl canitell;: 1des The 
God doth nixregard the Prayers of the Wicked, 
and their C are everi.-whit as Idolatrons 
and incomparably.-more Vicious than the-Pev- 
gs and that. which-is: worſe, do;'make-themn 
Idolaters and Seduce'themn a thouſand ways: 
J Lond alſd hace the Worſhip ns o 
Idolaters and Hipocrites,eſpecialy Seducers,an 
bi hen: they. call themſelves: Chriſtians, 


wh 
£7 * 


+ W 
uſe:chen they. makeJeſus Chriſt the 


of cheir-I olatry and ftrange Worſhip, which 
15 the greateſt of alllmpieties.  * ' 


C 3 Article 
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Article III. Mendicant-Friars in particular 
Ore 2 very great charge to the Kingdom, all 
of them being abſolately needleſs, whereas 
_- amongſt the Secular Clergy the Biſhops with a 
few Canons, Curats, and Prieſts, are neceſla- 
ry and fit enough for the ordinary Service of 
cheir Church, ſach as it isz/and thoſe i 
Friars areſo much more intollerable than the 
Endowed Monaſteries, as by their voluntary 
Begging and Lazineſs, they are very charge- 
able to the People, who maintain them richly 
- one 'way or other. For ordinarily they Eat 
.-the beſt, and Drink abundance of Wine, 
whilſt many Honeſt people who are uſeful 
Subjects in the- Kingdom, have much ado to 
t-Bread by their Labour. + Thoſe wretched 
-:Monks are alſo highly injurious -to the real 
Poor, who are robb'd of ſo much Alms as 
- thoſe Idle Bellies receive. They are more- 
- over greater H ites, and more Ignorant 
than the reſt of the Clergy, and abundance of 
handſome Young: Women chule them for their 
-Confeſſors, becauſe of their ſeeming Devo- 
tion and Morrtification; under which pretext 
they commit a deal of Uncleanneſs. It's ſup- 
'd. that there are above 60000 of thoſe 
- Mgnks in the Kingdoms let us reckon then 
that they coſt the Kingdom but 6 4. 2 piece 
per-day one with another, that will exceed fix 
Millions of Livres per. azzum. This is the 
leaſt they ſpend, for moſt part of - them live in 
Good Cities or Towns, where they fare deli- 
ciouſly, but-take :carxe as much as they can to 


prevent 
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conceal their good*Chear, becauſe that would | 
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prevent the Peoples giving them ſo much, I 
ave feveral times ſeen civers Spits” full of 
choice Pollets, Veniſon and Wild-fgw? roaft- 
ing for them in by Houſes, (at a lirtle diſtance 
from their Convents) where the Peopte fol- 
lowed that way of living, and they wonld'tell 
the that thoſe things were ſent our of Charicy 


to the Good Fathers. ; 


Article IV. All thofe ſeveral forts of Eccle- 
fiaſticks live Unmarried , whereas Proteſtant 
Churchmen Marry for che moſt part, and con- 
tribuce to the Peopling of the Kingdom. ” The 
Popiſh Eccleftaſticks in France are cotmpoted as 
I ſaid, at 300000, who being all of 'eaz Unmar- 
ried they render 300000 other Adule Perſons 


which Nature had deſigned 'em for Wiyes or 


Husbands uſeleſs for Propagation. If thereſt-of ' 
the Nation, ſhould dothus, it would be eqorely 
extinguithed in 50 or 60 years. It is obferyed . 
from theRegiſters of Birchs and 2uriz!*%, Ritigs 
doms, that there is near rhe matter Equzzl, pro- 
ortion betwixt the Birth and Deattiof” both 
es; which is a proof that chey are bytn-one 
for another. © Now if according to the” obſer- 
vation of N:turaiiſts, 600000 perſons, double 
in' 200 years time , and produce 200060, 
theſe ':2c0000 in 80o years time ought to be 
Nine Millioas according to the ordinary pro- 
greſs of Generation. © Bur becauſe the number 
of Eccleſiafticks was not near ſo great at thar 
rime as at preſent, for re nearer we approach 
to the dregs of Time, the more that Vermin 
multiplies; eſpecially fince the mg; 
y 
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hich the Empire of Antichriſt was ſbaken, 
he epjeavours to ſupport it by an extraor- 
and mplcicyde of Guards and Penfioners, 
wht we 10 the fame Intereſt with himſelf ; 
moreover becauſe France Was nothing. near 
FA Peop Ip in. thoſe days, as it hath been 
&,-we Fall content our ſelves with a fourdy 
part of _ Nine Millions which we ſup- 
pos'd might have been born in 800 years time, 
if the Pogiſh Clergy had Married. Let's ſee 
then'to how much'thar loſs might have amoun- 
red. per anmwm,.. according to ..the . valuation 
which we.might have made of the People of 
France 30 years ago- 
have made it plain elſewhere, that without 
People, a Country is worth nothing, and . that 
ut.30 years ago, the people of France might 
[1312-6 -yalued at 1500 Livres 4 piece one 
another, ſo that the loſs of Two Millions 
Sx ar {ouls, which is the fourth pac Tof the 
« cs one above- mentioned, that: might 
born in 800 years time of the Ro- 
A bad they, Ning thug amounts 
" lions, which. being divid ded by$ 
k I Four Millions loſs each year, a = 
this 1s. ſo much the. mare alpable; g's thoſe 
© Millions and 'a Half of people, . being 
2dded” to. eſe that Bop Ba in the King- 
dom, would haye incre eaſed, in Value, .and 
have. augmented the Va ay of *the, Kingdom, 
and of all the Feop Ez r the © Done Peopled 
2 Country. is, the more Valuable it. 1s, as is, 
alſo eyery individual pop he Kingdom, ſo bis 
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this occaſions an annual.loſs of. Four: Millions 
at leaſt, one yearwith-another. 1 23h %s 
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ACE V. The Þ Popiſh Clergy: ulleifecon one 


of. the EſtatesReal andPerſonal in theKing- 
of France, which half abour-30:years ago, 
G__ .computed elſewhere at 200 Millions 
per. annum; thed'it is.to..be noted--that- thoſe 
Eftates--are .in Mainmort, that is to fay, lye 
dead, becauſe they canneither engage nor alie- 
'em, nor. NOT: 'themin' Frade, ſo thare 
hey ars leſs advantagious to the Copntry than 
if they. were-in the bands of Men fir for-Com- 
merce s' Handicrafts, \Husbandry -or+-Many- 
factures, or that :thoſe-Eſtares pals'd'[by Inhe- 
ritance from Father to;$0n, {o'thar by neceb- 
Gu cotiſequence, . their-being in the hands of 
the Clergy, is very much agaioſt: the Good-of 
the. Kingdom. Hencealfo it follows, that the 
EcclefiaRicks. may well increafe "their own 
Riches: -at the Expenſe of the People, whoſe 
Eftates they are ableto acquire, whereas the 
People can never: make-any advantage'of them. 
Tbey are moreover-as: fo-many - Ulſorers, and 
make: profit from: the-Induſtry and Labour of 
the People, by lendingithem Money at - reac 
Intereſt, which: is very-pernicious-to 
They afe in this-re ” pt 7 chit 
Jews, who ordinarily are very: Covetous, 
ſpend: little, :and-:are great ; Ts nor are 
pom.ony:-Lad -Eftaces to be parcha#d from 
caufe | they ordinarily *Have- none. 
__ theyi are. abundantly. more profitable to a 
_ on: the Popiſh- Clergy, becauſe oy 
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of 'em Traffick by Sea, imploy Veſſels, Mar 
riners and other P of bafineſs, and do 
moreover maintain and breed up Families. 
For our better underſtanding how prejudi- 
cial it is to State to havea great part of their 


Fund: or Stock in __ we muſt coafi 
der, that if all the Riches of a State were 


it could not ſubſiſt, as 'the World is mana 
at preſent, Trade, Arts, M2nufa&ures, Scien-| - 
ces and Induſtry, &c. muſt neceſlarily Fall; all 
hope of advancing ones ſelf, or of acquiring 
Eſtates by Labour and Induſtry, or of diſt 
guiſhing our ſelves from others would evaniſh, 
all people would by this means be - alike 
Wealthy,. there would be neicher -Poor nor 
Rich, Knowing nor 1gnorant ; there could: be 
no ſubordination in-any thing, and all thould 
be in confuſion. Such a Nation would be un- 
capable of making War, or defending itſelf : 
for a Neighbouring Nation whoſe Funds ſhould 
not be in Mainmort, muſt immediately | be- 
come Maſter of that Nation that were fo, for 
by dividing their Funds amongſt their :Sol- 
diers, they would encourage all their Soldiers 
ro take Arms againſt the other Nations:and to 
diſpoil them of all. For ſappoſe thoſe two 
Nations are equa] in number of Men, and ex- 
rent of Dominions, That Nation whoſe Wealth 
15 not..in - Mainmort, and has more: poor 
people than Rich, according to the uſual courſe 
of the World, might make an Effort twene 
times greater than the other, ' ſeeing their ſtock 
is ordinarily of 20 times more value than their 
Revenue at the 2oth Penny. So thatione very 
inconſiderable 


> 
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inconfiderable Nation might by this Method, 


eaſily Conquer the whole World,if the Wealth 


of all other Nations beſides it (elf were in 


Mainmorrt, for as ſoon as ever they ſhould have 
ſubdued another, they would diſpoſe of cheir 
Stock 'in favour of their Soldiers, and of all 
others that ſhould follow their Party. 


If that ſhould rake place, there would be 


. no ſuch thing as getting of Riches, nor would 


be any need of Money, but people would 


'only Barter one Commodity againſt another- 
with their Neighbours for a few days, and in 


very ſmall quantities, for the uſe only of a 
few perſons. Credit muſt either be totally 


aboliſh'd, or extend only toa ſmall pare of 


each ones Revenue, and only for a few Days 
or Weeks, and there would likewiſe be 2 n& 
ceflity of afſurance, that he who borrowed was 
not already indebred ro another in ſome part of 
his Revenue. Who then would take upon 
him the trouble of: adminiftring Jaſtice, if 
there were no Eſtate to: be acquir'd by his La- 
bour? Or who is it would be Phyſician oc © 
Divine, or ſerve the Publick in any Station 
for nothing ? 
Suppoſe that. in ſach a Country I have an 
Eſtate in Land, which I cannot Engage, and 
I have a deſire to take up my abode in 2 Neighr 
g Nation, where their Eftates-are' noc 


_ fodiſpos'd in Mainmort, and chat I have occa- 


Gon for Two, Ten, or 20000 1. in Money, for 
ſomething that may . be Advanragious to the 
State, or my own Family, as carrying on a 
Trade, opening Shop, &s. Who will lend 
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me that Money, -if 1 carfffor Mortgage niy 


Eſtate ? Or ſappoſe 1 have Money to Lend, 
'ro whom ſhall I Lend it > Where are my 


Jureties, ſeeing no perſon can alienate his 
Eftacte > Whereas . when a Man ivay Mortgage 


his Eſtzre for. ready” Money, all thoſe Funds 
eater into Comtnierce, every |Induſtrious ;and 
Diligent Perſon imploys himſelf in hopes that 


ſometime” or other he ,may get ſome ſhare of 


it, and thus al is. in Motion, and Circulates 
as. it ought to do ina Body Politick, withogt 
which ' ic ſhould not be able'to_ make uſe of 
its Members, butlabour under a Civil or Pa- 
litical Palfie. [The Soldier hopes to purchaſe 
mie Eſzte one time'or other;Men of Ingenui- 
ty and Parts, if Poor, entertain the like hopes, 
pr erefore ſet chern(elves to Buſaneſs; a 90d 
Mechanick' or Mariner does the like, and ſo the 
reſt, for which there would ;be no. room, if 
Eſtates were inalienable ; . for in this-caſe Pro- 
digality, Liberalicy, Covetouſnels, Induſtry or 
Idleneſs, could neither profic- or -hurt us ; if 
there. were no Riches, and by Conſequence no 
Hohours to be acquird amoneglt men. 

Hence then. it is clear, that the Kingdom- of 


France is depriv'd of the uſe of :one-half of its 


Members, becauſe one half of. its Subſtance is 
in Meinmore » for the more of a Countries 


Wealth that there is ſo, the lels they baveof < 


AQivity, Motian . Commerce-or Credit one 


' _ among another, or with: Strangers, . Hence it 


comes to paſs, that -Popiſh' Countries, who 
have agreat parcof their Wealfhin Mainmort, 
cannot drive any conſiderable Trade, ev'n my 

yy their 
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their miſchievous Religion ſhould not have un- 
peopled thern, as it infallibly does, -unleſs they 
have abundance more of ready circulating Mo- 
ney than other Nations,which have moreCredic 
and Hopes for Trade, becauſe ey have more 
Funds proper to be engaged in.theiame.. Tho' 
there 'be ſome Popiſh Countries in aly, that 
have till a conſiderable Trade, as Genoo, Ye- 
»iceand Leghorn: This is occaſioned partly be- 
cauſe the Clergy is not ſo Numerous and Rich 
there, and partly that private perſons are for- 
bid' the putting out of Money:to Uſe, and that 
for the moſt part in times of Peace, Intereſt 
of Money does not exceed 3 per Cert in thoſe 
places, which obliges the people to be frugal,. 
and. to improve their Money ina way of Trade, 
without which Popery would reduce them low 
enough in a little time. And yet notwith- 
ſtanding this, if. all Proteſtant. Nations would 
fix the Intereſt of Money among . themſclves 
at the ſame rate, .they ſhould quickly Eogroſs 
all che Commerce into their bands, and-ina 
little time thoſe Popiſh people would come to 
nothing, for naturally. Popery is. good for no- 
thing elſe bur co. ruin. Kingdoms,..and: to render 
the Pope and the Ecclefiafticks Maſters of all. 
The Banks and Lombards in thoſe Towns of 
Iealy are alſo very uſeful ro them,. but after all, . 
theſe are but two or three Ciries in that Coun- 
iry, which is no great matter, and which wiath 
all. thoſe helps would be much. leſs confide- 
rable, if it were_notthat they have extended; 
their Dominion in a.manner. over all the reſt. 
of 7taly, of whoſe Land Eſtates they poſſeſs a 
great 
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whereas on the ot France and England 
are generally fitter for Trade, and withour 
doubc the ltalians would be four times more 
proper for it thanthey are, and their Country 
abundantly betrer peopled, were it not for 
their Religion, and 7raly by remaining Papiſt , 
would be much more unpeopled t 'tis, 


in ſome manner compenſated for its gets 
the Popith Religion, with the Booty whi 
the Court of Rome draws thither from all other 
Nations, as thoſe who live in the Neighbour- 
hood of 41lzier are advantaged by the Robbe- 
ries ofthat Neſt of Pyrats. 

Ie muſt be conffdered that in a great State 
or Country, let jt be what ic will, and ler 
them drive what Trade they pleaſe, except it 
be in the Once of Holland and” Zealand, 
the Real Eſtates are abundancly more valuable 
for the Capital Fund than Perſonal Eſtates, 
tho' the latter do very near afford as much Re- 
venue. But if all thoſe Real Eftates were in 
Mainmort- and could not be alienated, the 
Perſonal Eſtate would be abundantly more 
valuable, becauſe any Man who is poſſeſſed 
of ſuch. might therewith parchaſe an Eſtare in 
a'Neighbouring Country which ſhould notbe 
in Mainmort, and. whereof he might diſpoſe at 
pleaſore. 


er any perſon may have, if his Eftate 
were in Mainmort, he could not be ſaid ro - be 


worth ſo much as the real value of his Land, 
becauſe 


great part by the purchaſes they have made, 


were it not the Seat of the Papacy, bur it is. 
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Ir is alſo certain, that how much Land-Eftate ' 
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becauſe a Man cannot be accounted rich, but in 


er 
to diſpoſe of It's true, that-in a plenciful 
year, he ſhould be able to maintain abundance 
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to that Eftate which -he has 


them wonld run 


Some may perhaps imagine , that if there 
Tere great Publick Store-houſes- of Metals, 
CG , Linneo, Hides, and ſuch things which 
might be alienated, and purchas'd by Induſtry, 
either in whole or in part, that they might 
ſerve inſtead of real Eſtates, as to that matrcer. 
But it is eafily perceived, that this could 
fatisfie none at beſt, but the poorer ſort, who 
live from Hand to. Mouth, and not aſpiring 
perſons, or thoſe of a refin'd Spirit. Moreover, 
EXCepr it were Steel and Iron, which are indiſ- 
peolably neceſlary for the uſe of Life, Gold, 

ilver. and other Metals, would be of little 
worth ; for there being no Commerce, Money 
would be out of uſe, for that very reaſon : And 
as for thoſe other Commodities above-mentio- 
ned, VIL, Linnen, Hides , Cloath, &c. they 
are ſo very apt to ſpoii, that they could not be 
kept any long time z and beſides wich what 
ſhould they be exchang'd, there being little or 
00 
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; Money; becauſe it would: notbe -neceffiry; 


there being-noTrade norEſtare to/be'aliehzted; 
. Further, -if all thoſe” Real Eſtates were in 
Mainmort, and unalienable; there would bend 
room for Induſtry, '- and by*Confequerite® not 
the roth part of ' the Perſonal: Eſtates; ' thar 
there are at preſent. '- Por;-as 'T have already 
faid, Money would be uſelels, ' Navigdtion z 
Ships, Merchandize, and all-MoveablesJbper- 
fluous ; -all. Arts would-decay'; no Mati'wowld 
work but' for his own uſe; and chat of 'his Fa- 
mily and- preſſing occcafions3 [Perſons of Dig- 
nity and Honbur, if there were any ſuch, eval 
not make any Figure or: Pomp, to diſtinguiſh 
them from others'z and in a word, the* whole 
face of the Univerſe would be chang'd,or racher 

rurn'd u ea. 25 TAO 
Of all Ricks, thoſe which are ' moſt £ ne- 
rally defir'd, and without which - there could be' 
no other,” are Real Eſtates, 'to' wit, Lands and 
Houſes, becauſe they are-moft profitable, qu- 
rable and viſible, and cannor:be ftoln-'5” and 
belides, they oocaſton their Poſſeflors'to be 
moſt taken notice of in. the: World. Theſe 
are things which cannot be. wanted, whereas 
we may well enongh be without moſt of the 
other things, and-it's the natural and general 
deſire of all Mankind, to attain'to ſuch Eſtates, 
which cauſe cize ſubſiſtance of Sociery, Arts, 
Sciences, and Commerce. - If :it be objected 
chat in our time, there are abundance that love 
Money better, and prefer ir to real Eſtates : 
T Anſwer, That it's becauſe they know that 
therewith they can purchaſe Houſes and Landy 
. waer 
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when they have 2 mind co them! Bur if they 
had never ſo mach Money in a Country, where 
fuch Eſtates could not be alienated, chey would 
find themſelves very unecafie, and be perfet 
Beggars, for where there's no Commerce, they 
would not know what to do with their Money, 
wr would they any way be taken Notice 


0 | | F 

' According to the preſent Poſture of Aﬀairs,4 
Man may Buy. or Farm an Houſe and Land for 
his Money, 'withour being oblig'd ro ay Body, 
becauſe ſuch things are always to be had, ei- 
ther for a longer or ſhorter time,and that there 
is a flouriſhing Trade amongſt Men, for which 
there could be no place, ' if all thoſe Eſtates 
were in Mainmorr. 

At preſent we may reckon Kingdoms and 
States, as to the Capital Stock, and as to the 
Revenue of :this Stock , we tnay reckon all 
the real and perſonal Eſtates of a People, and 
of every particular. Perfon apart ; We can 
now fix the Value of 'an efitire Nation, at 4 
certain rate, but all theſe woaltd be worth no- 
thing, if Real Eſtates were in Mainmort. be- 
cauſe there could be neither Induſtry, Com- 
merce, Revenue, nor Money, &c. ID 

As for Example, I have valued elſewhere, 
the Revenues of all the Eſtates, Real and Per- 
fonal, of France, and the Fraits of the Peoples 
Indoſtry altogether at 1000 Millions of Livres 
per Annum ; and the whole Stock therein, com- 
prehending the people at' 20000 Millions, af 
20 years purchaſe; And likewiſe in. England, [ 
have valued” rhe fame Stock and produd at 

D 550Millions 
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50. Millions of Livres per. {unun , $06 the 
vole Sock "4 
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Ke al much, nor indeed worth any thing, Li 
The ſeat enjoyment. of che. people , who 
would b be very few in -— bave already 
ſaid, and like ſo many va Tagen, "i neicher 
Commerce , Arts, be, Sciences 
nor Money, as has been often or no Man 
would work butfor himſelf and Kos forno and 
that roo but from hand, to mouth, Theſe and 
many. more are the Inconveniencies ., that 
would. follow upon having all Eſtates in 
Mainmort. 

Lands -and Honſes are ina State, when they 
Gn aſs from one hand to another, like Bills 

flurance or good: Security., which -are 
dee as much or more than Golg and Silver, 
when thoſe things can {ys y way of Com- 
merce,. there ay need of Gold and Silver, 
and other perſonal Effe&s3: and: if. this were 
notſo, there would .be an, immediate Obſtru- 
Rion of Commerce, and the Stare muſt fall 
into a Conſumption, | Herein it.is thac the 
want of Publick Regiſters in Eng! land, is very 
prejudicial to-the. Trade :of the Nation, be- 
cauſe for want of this, thoſe who would Traf- 
fick with diverſe perſons that have. Eſtates , 
which might be purchaſed,. dare. not venture 
apon it, for fear oo thoſe Efdates are already 
engaged to others, which. far a time, has the 
Ry to thoſe particular perſons, __ Heir 
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Eſtates were in Mainmort 3 fo that the Publick 
and the Proprietors loſe-abundancly by: this- 
means,” beſtdes the numerous Suits, which are 
thereby occaſioned 3-ſo rhat 'cisneither caſte: to. 
ſell them, nor [to borrow -Money upori: them. 
And heace it is obſerved, chat in the Town of 
Tarnntor, where there are Publick Regiſters for 
Lands and Houſes chereon depending, and. for 
ſuch Eſtates as are: Morgag'd or. not Morgag'd, 
char chac Town is ina flouriſhing Condition,for 
that very-Reaſon. Te 

© Bur tho' ther want of Publick Regiſters be 2 
very great diſorder in Erg/end, yet it comes far' 
ſhore of +chae which: is occafhoned by Eſtates 
being in Mainmorc in Popiſh: Countries. For 
in che firſt place, this may be remedied whit 
the Nation pleaſes; whereas in Popiſh Couc- 
tries the Pope and the Clergy,. who tyranwize 
there, and make their owt advantage'/of thoſe 
diſorders, would rather over-turn a-Cauntry; 
than ſuffer. any:Reformatiom, a$s:co that Head, 
unleſs Princes of great Power and Anthorny, 
ſuch as the preſenc King of France, undertakes 
it. In chenext place; thoſe dubious Funds in 
England, are not perhaps the 20th: part of thoſe 
in the Kingdom, neither are: they  conſtanely. 
left our of Commerce, as are thoſe of the Po- 
piſh Ecclefiaſticks. And. laſt of all, it's well 
known, that this is no effeR of the Proteſtant 
Religion, as the diforder whereof. we now: 
fpeak, is certainly an effet of che RomiſhRe- 
tigion in Frame; + on oo pgetd) 

- But ſome perhaps may fay, that Entalk arc 
Jltowed in al Connmice/ which — 
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thatenjoy ſuch Eſtates from alienating them 
ſo that they cannot. enter into-Commerce, ſo 
long as the Entail laſts, and chat by the fame 
rezſon- the Popiſh Clergy, may alſo enjoy E- 
Rates that are inalienable without any great 
inconvenience. ES: 

I Anſwer, That thoſe Entails don't take 
place,” but where Men. can't do better , that ir 
is an inconvenience andnot an indifferent thing; 
but beſides it is not uſual for the Eatail to be 
perpertual,only for a little time,for aſſoon as the 
Children, in whoſe favour itis made, become 
Maſters of the Eſtate, it returns again into the 
Publick Commerce, and may be Morgag'd and 
Alienated, and paſs from one hand to another, 
either in whole or in part. 2. There is not 
perhaps the 2ooth part of any Country ſo en- 
rail'd all at once, and there's no- reaſon to 
doubt, but in a welk-governd State , where 
the ' Governours- have ſufficient Authority, 
they would fiad-a Remedy.for thoſe Entails, if 
there were too-many/ of them, and that they 
would find out ſfome-other Method for enſur- 
ing the Eſtate to Infants or Heirs, without ha- 
ving the Eſtate cut off from the poblick Com- 
merce. ---3. But beſides | that this is not fo 
common; it muſt be agreed, that there's much 
more reaſon to have regard to poor. innocent 
Children, whom a- Father that's an ill Huſ- 
band, -might ruine, and who may one time or 
other be yery uſeful- ro the Poblick, who are 
moreover recommendable for the ſake of their 
Granfifathers, Grandmothers;; -or . other An- 
ceftors, whoſe Memory is dear to the 47 
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' I Gay there's more Tears to be had'to thoſe 

Infants, ro whom that Eſtate ou eh Naturally 
and Lawfully to be tranſmitted ereditary 
Right, o_— to Ecclefiaſticks who have. 
Natural nor Acquir'd Ro 4 ofe Eſtate 
and who tobe s unprofitable, for the: 
part, to a State, ſcandalous Perſo and ig 
whoſe hands; and thoſe of their Succeſidurs, 
the half or moreof the Wealth of a Nation, 
is always to remain cut off from Publick Com- 
merce. 

Bur perhan ſome On Perſons may 
ſay, thac'to carry on the Trade of a' Nation, 
'tis enough that the half of the Wealth of a 
Country is not in Maintyort, which is juſt as 
much as if he"ſhould fay, that it is as good ro 
have half the Body Paralitick , and depriv'd 
of the uſe of half of its Members, as not to 
be fo at all, becauſe they ſtill live in that con- 
dition. Bur who is 'it' that does not per- 
ceive that it is a diſtemper'd and a langyiſh- 
ing congirion, and that in ſuch a cafe, a Man 
cannot do half the buſineſs thar he might 
do, if he were i in perfe& health. 

' It cannor.' be reaſonably denied, that the 
more vigorous a Body is, the better i ir does 
work z ſothat the more Credit there is in a 
Nation; the more all its effteRs are in Motion; 
the more Arts, Induſtry , Agriculture and 
Commerce Aouriſh there, and the Country 
becomes Populous in proportion. What 2 
mighty diſorder then dqes it - occaſion that 
all choſe* Monks and Prieſts ( who are the 
Subjects of a Foreign Prince, ſeeing  chey 

D 3 have 
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haye. taken the Oats ty him, {80d . wha 
1s OrROver. of Sia ry ereditary Ene+- 
my.;of -the State.) - ſhould be -thus with all 
their V -* vg red from the State,-in 
reſpe&-of all. fle things, wherein they 
might be olcfal.x it, viz. in} regard of Iar 

s, and the Charges of the | State; and 

rade; as alfo.in regard of Propagation, a 
Obe ience to their. SoFefeig as other Sub- 
jets 3 that they, Þ ſay, fh ould be no other- 
wiſe united to a State, be ſo as to ruine it, 
and earich themlelyes by its Spoils. 

Let us ſuppole: the Eftares that are 1n 
Mainmore among the: Ecclefiaſticks, poſleſ 
{cd: by. Merchants. - or Tradeſmen, the Com 
merce.. would: Wy been mach - geeater in 
Fa EAA ANCE by . Conſequence - the 
lhould *h ; 0 o 0 more- rich and 


D = Ps DEN} that they bad been .in the 
hangs:of the Generals of Armies, Collonels, 
uk other Miligary Officers, who like: the 
Tur! kiſh.7imariots thould extern upon thoſe 
ſtares ſo many-thouſands of Married Men as 
wig nog chew. Radans an: —_— 
would that. give ro the poor people, who 
thauld thereby-bereliev'd from the-Burden of 
Maiataining fo many Troops 3 what increafes 
of People, and /wbac Riches. would not that 
produce * Or let'ws ſagpote; Kage! that thoſe Eſtates 

were” in poſlefſion of people of Quatieg; '©r 
others who'either had ſerv'd, or-might ſerve 
the King in his Camp, tho” not inthe manner 
of Timariors, they would fpend thoſe Eſtates 
in 


Cup) _ 
in the ſervice of the King, by doitig hint Ho- 
nour at Court, or Generduſly in-fine Buildings, 
Sculptures, Paintings, Gravings, or other Mag- 
nificent Curioſities and Orfiaments:, which 
would Embellith and Ser off the Provinces 'and 
Towns, make Arts to floifiſh, imploy a vaſt 
namber of people, and cauſe Money -to cifew- 
late inceſſantly from otie hand to another: * Or 
_— they were poſlefFd by Laicks of all 
ranks indifferently, as the other haif 'of the 
Eſtates of the Kingdon! 'ar& ar preſent; and 
chat as to other things the Government ſhould 
remain on the ſame footing as it is at preſerit, 
(which however is not thach to- be defired :) 
The King in- that caſe ſhould friightily A 
his Revenuez-the Officers of Juſtice, of'r 
Police or Difciplitie of Cities, 2nd thoſ&of* 
Freafury, as alfothoſe 6f the Ithpofts and-all 
their Train, would get ——y Repo regen 
as they do, except- their nimber ſhoald: b 
Angmented in proportiofi- In -whictl cafe 
King -would be” enrich'd bythe (ale of pf 
number of Plates: It's rae; -the people ſhowld 
always continue miſerable if they were as 
much Tax'd in proportion, but the King's Re- 
venues would be doubled. . © -- 2 
Nay the very- name of Mainmort -imports, 
thar- choſe - Eftates-in ' ſuch hands are unproft 
table to rhe-Sqciery.. '4 i 
--Fhave enlarg'd 2 litcle opon this Article,” bes 
yon ner F intended , becauſe it is of the 
_— concern-in Politicks, and that Fhave 
© with ſeveral Men of Patty, who did not 
| -D'+4 — rightly 
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rightly apprehend the Miſchief of having (6 
' much wealth in Mainmort. 


in the whole ithad not exceeded 20 Millions 
t would have at leaſt amounted to ſeveral 


. Article VII. Relates ro the:conſtant pre 
Rice of their Clergy. in DOE up Money, 
which is of more importance than the pre- 
Fre Article, for ſeeing many--of -thegs 
poſſeſles great Revenues,and are neither allow- 
_ ed'to Trade nor to Marry, and by conſequence 


have no lawful Off-ſpring, they do ordinarily 


betake themſelves-to the amafhng of vaſt ſums 

of Money, under the pretext of providing f 

their Nephews and Neeces as the Popes _, 
| ang 
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and they don't, provide for them neither, for 
the moſt part, till after rheir_ death, which is 
doubly prejudicial to Commerce. Ir hath 
moreover been the conſtant Obſervation” of 
fach perſons that they are very Covetous and 
don't love to give Alms to the Poor, altho' 
they be thereunto- obliged by the intention of 
their Founders ; ſo that taking of their' Ava- 
rice for granted, which is infeparably annex'd 
and:natural to-that ſort of people, together 
with their ſordid Principles of 'Parſimony, at 
leaſt in all their Communities, --where che) 
ſpend little in compariſon of their-vaſt Incomes, 
tho? at the ſame time they ear and drink a great 
dealz - Theſe. things, I ſay , being taken for 
granted, as they are certainly true , there's 
ground to believe; that all rheir- Clergy toge- 
ther, Secular and Regular of both Sexes, might 
have-conſtantly; before this' War, at leaſt 5O 


Millions of uſeleſs: Money tothe Publick, in 


their . Coffers; :or- the hands of che Publick 
Notaries. . Whence 'tis eafte co-perceive, that 
the Publick loſt: confiderably by this Money, 
which in Commerce, would: have brought 
abundance of - profit to the Kingdom, ' helped 
to'pay Taxes, | imployed abundance of peo- 
ple, and contributed to Propagation. =_ 
+ This Article muſt certainly amount to ſeve 
ral: Millions I will not determine how many; 
but without doubt this , and the precedi 

-Article,are to-be reckoned at $ or 10 Millions 
lols fer 4onum at leaſt, i 


Article 
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 Article- VIII. relates to the Ridiculous Fe- 
ſtivals that they obſerve ; wherein the poor 
rous People loſe their time, beſides the 
baycheries which this abuſe occaſions indif- 
peaGibly in Popiſh Countries, which together 
cant be reckoned at leſs than 25o Millions of 
Livres loſs per An. For ſuppoſing that the Indu- 
ſtry of che Nation might have been formerly 
valuedat above 600 Millions per Anmum,.:as I 
have made ir Sppear elſewhere, if it were not for 
the abuſes 0 


Popery, whereof this is one.of 


the moſt; prejudicial : Suppokog, I ſay, there 
ws above-50.- working days Joſt'in a Year, -by 
el(tivals ja general, without reckoning Sundays 
apd ſome remarkable Feſtivals,- that wonld- be 
he 6th part of the peoples Induſtry loſt;which 
amouyats to.100 Millions per Anzwm. We muſt 
allo cakenoxice; that beſides rhoſe general He- 
ivals and Holy days, there are' many particu- 
a6 Feſtivals, viz. thoſe of every Pariſh, who 
ave their particular Saint, whoſe Image they 
adore according tothe Dodrine of their Coun- 
Cils, the Feſtivals. of Saints for every Profef- 
fon, Trade and Piftemper.yvhen they practiſe 
the like, the Feſtivals of Beaſts or Saints "that 
are Patrons. of Beaſts ; ſo that there's mach 
above the 6thyparr of the peoples time loft. I 
$ chat che gime of: thoſe Holy-days, is not 
abſolutely -loſt ; for . then they mind Hoaſe- 
+ Keeping, dreſs Vikuais, andake care of their 
Cattle on Sunday, &c. and ſome: other uu 
table things are done, as Travelling by Land 
and Sea, and Mariners are imployed on als 
ays 


people, bur as for the greateld-parc, it 
- makes them loſe thoſe days and 
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days as well _ which to' obſerve by 
the by, is ſtil] a grear- advantage, that Prate; 
fiancs and Trading . Nations have aboye or 
who-have not fo machTrade by Sez:But then i 
we confider that thoſe Holy: days debauch the 
People, teach: x 'bad Habies | of Idlenels, 
Drunkenne(s and Immodeſiy, - which hinders 
them fronr working on other d2ys, ruins 
Famyies, occafions- abundance: of ! Diſorders, 
Quarrels, Diſeaſes, Fires, and the- Death of 
many People; ove miy eaſily; perceive, that 
the” Dammage occafion'd by thefe Feſtivals, 
2mounts to above +00 Millions: per. Az. and 
incffeR, 25 Men doi generally 'nfe-thoſe da thoſe day 
they look more like as.if they they were canſecrar 
to the Devil chan to God. Maſters ſuffer very 
_ by this HEaloeiu of thai wy eter 
pprentices ; andthe poor Wivesat: arg 
grieved, to confider that their Hasbands are 
vo Publick Houſes, where they ſpend all th Is 
they had gained in- '{everal\ days, and will 
came liome druok, and perhaps: "beat them into 
the bargain. - 

F it Lopeeradek that Met work che bets 
ter, and are the more vigorousthe days. after 
the Feſtival, becauſe they have had:ſame _ 
that” may be true; 25-to- ſomeof: the 


contrary effe&; their Idlenefs and 

many won 
and if all of them. don't debauch- themſelves 
on thoſe days, they ſpend them at leaſt in Races 
and unprofitable Walks, which farignes them 
more.than their ordinary Work; andto Yor 
who 
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who are of a regular Temper; thoſe Holy: 
days are perfeRly irkſom, God who is wiſer 
chan Man, hath appointed but one day in ſeven 
252 day of Reſt; not that I would reproach 
thoſe Chriſtian Nations, who have but a fmall 
number of Holy-days, that I think tollerable, 
provided there be no excels in their number, 
a5 there is an horrible exce(s in che Popiſh 
Church. I am reallyof opinion, that the dif 
orders above-mentioned, which are the reſult 
of, or inſeparably annex 4 to thoſe Feſtivals, do 
almoſt as ms miſchief as the Holy-days 
themſelves, and experience ſhews us daily, hae 
there's more loſolence and Diſorder committed 
on one Holy-day than on three others, and that 
by an- ill habit rhey contrat on thoſe days 5 
they Uo likewiſe break out - ofanity -on the 
Lords dayzand moſt Maſters of Shops in Towns, 
pots ape that Rey cannot find Journey-men to 
work ban Be after Holy-days, nay , nor on 
Mondays, becauſe of the Sunday precedi 
the: Revbie'utally "difordering themictves 
much on thoſe Holy-days, that they cannor 
work the'day"after. I take no notice hereof 
the Diſorders and Debaucheries that are Com- 
micred at their Midnight-Maſles. 

-:Tothis T mayjoyn theirloſs of time in their 
Scandalous Pilgrimages,, it being known that 
ſometimes they go as far as Rome, and Lorerro, 
and Sr. Faris de Compoſtella in S, pats &c. and: 
now and 'theniias far as Fer; NY 
they loſe abundance of time in | Sciefins 


> rmagar”. bnacrct + 5eagye at their Anni iy | 
Days wedneſday , &c. and by carrying 


their 
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their pretended Sacrament or God' about eyery 
day, by 4 perſons at a time, beſides: the Piet 
who holds it inhis bands;and this is perhaps in 
50 places at once in ſome great Cities-They loſe 
a/ſo abundance of time in-their daily Maſles, 
which are ſaid without any ſhadow of nece{- 
fity, but meerly to ſabſiſt che Popes Tr 

in the Country at. the charge of the people. 
They have moreover their private Maſſes for 
the cure of their Cattle, at which every one 
who is intereſted is obliged to aſhſt. They 
loſe abundance of time at all thoſe Follies, of 
which I might make an Article apart, as alſo 
their Ambarvalia and Rog ation Weeks ( which 
they have borrowed frcm the Pagans, as they 
bave done moſt of the reſt of their Religion) 
by which they think co procure Rain, or di- 
vert boifterous' Seaſons, when they threaten 
their Corn, And this loſs of time is ſo-much 


'the more ruinous to France, that there are 


abundance _ mags ago m— unfic os work 
proportionably, than in J\vi®. Lawyers 
and other Ciyil Officers, Clergy-men, Fee © (1) 


Article XI. relates to the Summ; which the- 


Pope draws from-Frarce every year, under dif- 
ferent denomitations as Armnates, Bulls, Diſpen- 
ſations, Indulgences ,- Relicks , Proviſions , Agnus 
Dez, and Conſecrated Grains, all ſorts of Expe-. 


| dition , Conſecrations of Prelates, -Dedications of 
Churcles, Fubiles now and then, : both-at France. 


and at Rome, G&c- which is ſo :much; the more: 
ridiculous for France to endure,:.that-the-Nati-; 
og {ince many Ages, has not: had- greater -Ene-: 

Py mies 


T_T 


mmies that the Popes, and" yer the Money 
drain'd out” of | the Kingdom -by this means; 
amounts to diverſe Millions Annually. Mr. de 
Sally Sarintendant'of the Finances, under He 
rj the IV. having well examin'd the marrery 
found that in' that time the Pope gor every 


year one with another, above 4 Millions of. 


Livres from Fwazce ; and fince that time it bh 
doubled at leaſt ; ſuppoſe ir'were but 6 Millions 
of ' Livres per Annamr,; 'tis 120 Millions in 26 
years time, 


Article X- is concernidg the great Summs 
 whichthe Cardinals ProteRors of France, and 
divers other Romiſh Prelates, who are Pen: 
fioners of France, beſides the Knights of . Mal- 
tha, &c. draww:yearly out of the Kingdom by 


Benefices which rhey poſſeſs in it. This amounyy 


alſo to ſeveral Millions yearly. 7 


+. Article XL relates to the Tapers, Was- 
candles, and Ol -chat is ſpent in their fooliſh 
Superſtitions, 'as burning them before Images; 
Statues, Hoſties, and at Funerals, &c. which 
did formerly coft the Kingdom of France, per- 
haps 8 or 10 Millions per Amnem, the greareſt 
pare of- the Wax being imporred from other. 
Countries, and for that which is the produg: 
of France, itmuſt be alſo reckoned , becauſe 
it is as unprofitably ſpent,- as if they ſhould 
take the Wine and Brandy, which is their pro- 
doa& too, and: that- they fell to' Strangers; and 

ic ont upon” the Ground. 1 don't reckon 


e the Incenſe which they burg to lictle par- 
pO . 


(4). 
pole, becauſe that | is no great matter, and is 
grateful co the ſmell; neither. do T cake notice 
of. the Ornaments and Raiment of their Sta- 
wes, Images, and 'other :Idojs , becauſe they 
Laj5ong, nor of their Myſterious Veſtments, 


forn'd with fine Lace, of Linnen , Silver op 
Gold, '&r Gold:Fringes or Imbroidery , with 
which their Prieſts aye deck'd, when. they per- 
form what they call Divine Service; Nor do 
I rake notice of the great Quanticy 'of Wine, 
which is ſpent in_ their multitude of Maſſes 
daily, becauſe it nouriſhes thoſe -that drink irs 
nor yet of their Wafers or Conſecrated-Hoſties, 
that they keep,tho'” it be ſo much flower loſt:So 
that I content my ſelf here, only to'reckon the 
loſs of their Tapers and. Qil; which + do ve- 
rily believe, including their loſs. of time, in 
makiog or lighting their Candles, and cleaning 
lighting their Lamps amounted to 3or 10 
Millions-per Annum. 

The Expence of the Wax is. more- percepti- 
ble to abundance of people-than that of their 
- Oil, and eſpecially to Proteſtants who:don't go. 

often into the Popiſh Churcbes, becauſe 
bave ſeen 1000 times/in the Streets.and at the 
Gates of the Churches, prodigians Quantities 
of great long Tapers, Flambeaus and Torches, 
burning all at once, whereas they-don't ſomuch 
ſee the Conſumprion: of the;Qil.. But on 
the coutrary,”- the Papiſts will: Judge: that the 
Expence of the Oil :is-much-greacer; becauſe 
they ſee in many Churches, 10,15,0r 20 Lamps 
prpning all at once, night and'day, and intruch 
I am of opinion, that the expence of. the Qil 
| 5 


&S-S. DS © SB-L; 


Ow A. :. 


6 a << 5x. 


we oe. ep CY Oy BY GE. qo. GP» 


_y 
= ; 


(48 ) 
. ts the greater, | To convince any Man that it 
was great, let's ſuppoſe there were only 200000; 
Lamps burning continually in the Churches, 
lonaſteries, Convents and. Chappels of :the 
Kingdom, - before: their pretended Sacrament, 
their Tmages and Statues in-the middle of the 
Churches to enlighten the Night, whether 
they be fed with Oil of Olive; Oil of:Rape- or 
Other Fat; yet it's known that for the moſt 
part they ſpend the beſt Oil, which in many 
Places is brought a. great way by Land, is very 
dear and oftentimes the principal Trade of 
the Grocers, and Wax-Chandlers in Cities, 
15 to furniſh Oil and Wax'for the Churches, 
Funerals and Proceflions. 
- I am: of the mind, that 'the leaſt wecan 
reckon for every Lamp in 24 hours is 2 4. which 
at the rate of 200000 -Lamps,amounts to 20006 
Livres perday, which is almoſt 7 Millions per 
Arnnum for Oil alone. There are many Lamps 


which ſpend above 6 4. per day- in Oil where. 


it-is dear,or the Lamps great, and havea large 
wick | and caſt a great light. Ic is co 


conſidered,” that there are 27000 Parithes in the 


Kingdombeſides what is in the new Conquelts; 
and that chereare few Churches, nay, even in 
che Country, but what have two Lamps ; and 


thar in Cities:there are Chorches chat have. 


To, 15,.20 or above, continually burning, be- 
fides' what arei.in Monaſteries, Convents and 


Chappels both in Town and Country. - There: 


are many. places: in France, as well as in Spain 
Portugal, Italyand other Countries where choſe 
that light the Lamps in the Churches g's 
- | ther 


ANY 03” aa 


= 


© = 


©Q 
V 


HAS 


IC 


OO SI SR ATOMS Me 


( 49) 
their Farnilies perfe&ly,by robbing the Lamps 
of their Oil, and giviog out that it is drunk 
by Night-Ow1]s. | | | 
As to the Wax, after having confidered it 
well, I believe that formerly it amounted to 
no leſs than 3. Millions of Livres per: Annum : 
which would-in whole amognt to 10 Millionss 
but chis I ſubmit to the Judgment of . fuch who 
are more throughly acquainted with thoſe 
things than I ; but if it ſhould not amountto 


above 5 Millions,it is till a conficerable lofs to 


the Kingdom. 


Article XII. concerns their Lent, Ember-weeks, 
and other Faſt-days, as they call them, viz.che 
Fryday and Saturday of every Week, with the 
Orders of Monks and Nuns, who ate never 


allowed to ear Fleſh, Eggs nor Butter. All 


thoſe things occaſion abundance of Miſchiefs, 
which I ſhall here preſent ro view; that we 
may be better able to Jadge of the great preju- 
dice done to rhe State by this one Head, whiclt 
is of the greareſt confequence. | 

1. By this means, great Summs of Money 


re exported out of the Kingdom for dry aud 


freſh Cod, Stock-fiſh, Whice and Red-hering. 
Salmon, Pilchards, Sardines; &c. Ir's certain; 
that formerly there were ſeveral Millions, 
above 6 at leaſt, went ou: of the Kingdom 
every year for Fiſh. -It it be ſaid, that tlie 
French for a conſiderable time , have Fiſh'd 
Cod enough in New-foand- Land. Tt is how- 
ever certain; that*ris not inany yeats fince they 
bought that fore of + Foreigners, and 
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as for the other ſorts of Salt-fiſh, they buy 
them almoſt wholly ſtil from Foreigners and 
Proteſtants. 

2. Theſe Superſtitions prevent the breeding 
of - many Cattel of all ſorts, and likewiſe of 
Fowl in the Kingdom, as there would be 
otherwiſe, becauſe for almoſt one half of the 
year they dare not eat any Fleſh, which by ne- 
ceſlary conſequence diminiſhes the Revenues 
of Land. 

3. For this very reaſon of the want of Fleſh 
it 15 impoſſible cthata Country can maintain 
and breed up ſo many people, becauſe next to 
Bread, there's nothing does ſo much Nouriſh 
.a Man as Fleſh, nor any thing that renders 

him ſo proper for Labour and Generation, 
They muſt not pretend to tell me, that that 
Land which is fie for Feeding Cattle, is fit for 
other things, and that what they loſe on the one 
hand,they gain it on the other,for *tis very wel| 
known, that there are many Grounds proper 


for nothing elſe 3 and on the other hand, fup 
poſe that thoſe Grounds were equally fit for 
Corn, Wine or Wood, as for breeding of 
Cattle, 'tis known that the profit of Cattle 
is the greateſt. I have known ſeveral Quar- 
ters..of France that abounded with Meadows 
along the Rivers, where a Load of Hay weigh- 
ing 2000/7. weight, and drawn by {1x great 


join'd 'to them beſides, » 
above three Livres, and ſometimes not above 


for Cattle, Paſturage, and Hay, that are fit 
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Oxen, and ſometimes two or three Horſes: 
was not worth. 


wo 
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two and an half, which would not have been 
ſo, bur for their Lenr and other Faſt-days- 

4. It is known that the profic of  Cattel 
comes with leſs Expence and Labour, for the 
Cattel go of themſelves to the places where 
one would have them, and ſo fave Carriage. 

$s. It is alſo known that Cattle when chey 
feed, areat Work for their Owner, withour 
any need of his being preſent with them, ſo 
_ he may apply himſelf co ſome other 
thing. 

6. Alittle Meat with Bread, nouriſhes bet- 
ter than three times as much Kread alone. 

7. Cattel give riſe to abundance of impor- 
tant Manufactures, that imploy and afford 
Subſiſtance to great numbers of people, ſuch 
as Wools, Hides, Horns, Suet, Butter , 
Cheeſe, &c, 

8. This want of Cattel makes Meat dear 
to thoſe imployed in Manufactures, and other 
Handicrafts, as alſo ro- Merchants whom ic 
coſts a great deal dearer to Vidctual their Ships: 

g. Ir likewiſe occaſions the dearneſs of 
Candle, Butter, Cheeſe, Hides, and Wool, &c. 


' 10 a Country, which is an hindrance to Mecha- 


nicks, Trade, and Propagation, and makes 
other Provifions dearer in_general than in 
choſe Countries where that Superſtition is un- 
known, It particularly occations the dearneſs. 
of ' Bread , - becauſe che 'people for want of 
Fleſh-mear are obliged ro ear abundance of 
Bread. This want of Cattel occaſions alſo 
the laying our of great ſums in Foreign Rice, 

EB 2. Hides, 
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Hides, Suet, Batter, Cheeſe, and Fat ot 
Greaſe for Coaches, and other Carriages. 

10. Thoſe Extravagant Superſtitions are the 
cauſe of Maladies and Diſtempers, Languiſh- 
ings, and of the death of an infinite number 
of poor people, and of Infirm, Aged, and 
Scrupulous perſons; to whom Meat would be 
more proper than any thing elſe, and yet they 
cannot have that Relief, becauſe they either 
cannot or will not give it them, or that they 
dare not eat ir, becauſe of the Scruples that 
the Idolatrons Prieſts have form'd in their 
Minds, ſo that they ſuffer extreamly during 
that time, and abundance more people die in 
that ſeaſon than in others. This Superſtitious 
Leat falls likewiſe preciſely out ar a time 
when the Husbandman, and other Country 
people labour very hard, about digging their 
Vines, Dunging their Ground, Sowing their 
March Corn, and Manuring their Gardens 5: 
ſorhar the Peaſants are in much the worſe 
condition to work, that they are ill fed, not 
being allowed to eat Fleſh-mear, and their 
Garden Stuft being many times ſpoil'd by the 
hard Froſfts in the Winter. 

11. Beſides this the Len falls juſt at the end 
of Winter, when the Poor, Sickly and An- 
cient people have ſuffered more than they do 
ordinarily at other Seaſons, and inſtead of. re- 
covering ſtrength as they would, or might do, 
vere they allowed to eat ſuch good Meat as 


_ the Seaſon affords, as freſh Eggs, Lamb, Veal, 


Kids, Pigs, &c. inſtead of that, the Lent com- 
pleats their ruin and kills them, ; 
I2, Lent; 
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12. Lent, and their other pretended Faſt- 
days, and their Monks and Nuns that never 
eat Fleſh, deſtroy all the Fiſh in the Rivers, 
without a poſſibility of being ſtock'd again, 
nay they hinder thoſe of the very Ponds from 
coming to maturity or a competent growth, 
13. It occaſions abundance of people to loſe 


their time by Fiſhing iv thoſe Rivers, without 


2lmoſt catching any thing, becauſe chey' will 


have Fiſh, and can have no other bur ſuch. 


14. Lent occafions the loſs of the Advan- 
tage and Income of Eggs, which are good ar 
that time, and they don't know whar uſe ro 
put. chem too, and after Lear they are either 
too Old or of no Value. EA 

15. Its a ſhame to humane nature, to ſee 
thoſe Excefles which the poor Idolatrous Pa- 
piſts are guilty of, during the time of the Car- 
naval, when' they conceive they have a privi- 


ledge to diſhonour, violate, and degrade 


their nature, by all ſorts of Infamy, Exceſs 
and Diſorders, and by their Maſquerades and 
changing the habir of their Sex , to':miake 
themſelves amends for being condemned by 
their Prieſts to eat no Fleth during Lent, and 
when that is over, they. believe themſelves 
authoriz'd” again ro comimit the like Riots ar 
Eafter, which is fo much the more dangerous 
ro the health of many people , that rhey fed 
ſlenderly before, in hopes of being ſooner de- 
livered from the Fire of Purgatory after 

their Death, 
16. Lent and other Faſt-days which "the 
Prieſts command them to obſerve on pain of 
3 Eternal 
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Eternal Damnation, makes them difreliſh and 
Joath ail Sea and Shell-filk, and are the cauſe 
that there are fewer Mariners and Fiſhers than 
otherw.le there would be, becauſe people do 
withou. Compariſon eat abundance leſs of Sea- 
fil ti:an ocherwiſe they would do, and by this 
means the Kingdom loſes a great advantage, 
and an ineſtimable Revenue, which Nature 


preſents to them without Trouble and: 


Charge. 

17. The Country people throughout the 
whole Kingdom loſe abundance in the time 
of Lent, of what they might reap from their 
Calves, Lambs, Kids, Pigs, and other young 
Animals that are bred during that time, and 
have for the moſt part need of the Milk of 
their Dams ; for either the Peaſants muſt dif- 
penſe with the want of that Milk which does 
highly incommode them, or. elſe they muſt 
throw. part of thoſe Creatures to the Dogs 
[They loſe alſo by their Poultry, which they 
can neither Eat nor Sell, and yet muit keep 
them, tho' many times they bave got Cora to 
feed em. ; ; 
© 18. The Country People do many times loſe 

art of their great and ſmall Cattel. by che 
Lent, 'for if the Winter be - long, and the 
Spring backward, and they have not gathered 
together abundance of Forage the- year fore- 
EOlUg, their Catiel die of Hunger, which 
would not be if they were either allowed to 


Sell them to the Butcher, or to Eas them 
themſclyes. Th 1m", 2 
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I9. The Peaſant notdaring to eat neither 
Pleth nor Eggs, becauſe they are forbid to eat 
them under the Notion of a great Sin, and ha-. 
ving no Fiſh to eat,becauſe it is ſcarce and dear, 
nor Roots, nor Herbs, becauſe the Winter 
has deftroy'd them, they are oblig'd to main- 
tain themfelves by the Milk of cheir Cows; 
which occaſions their Calves- being ſtarv'd, 
and is partly the cauſe why-the Cattel are ſo 
Poor in France, and this occaſions an incre- 
dible prejudice to the Kingdom. 

20.” There's more counterfeit Devotion at 
that time than at others, which exhauſts che 
Purſes, and waſtes the time of thoſe poor Ig- 
norant people. I ſay nothing of thoſe-; Mon- 
ſtrous Opinions unworthy of God and Man, 
which - theſe baſe and fooliſh Superſtitions-do 
nouriſh and maintain, as if it were more plea- 
ling to God, ro ſee people eat Fifh ' or;-Pulſe 
than co eat Fleſh, and ar one time rather than 
another, I ſay I wont ſpeak of thoſe things 
here, for that belongs more to Divines than 
to me; For all theſe Reaſons above-men- 
tioned and otkers, I make no ſcruple to ſay, 
that the keeping of Lent does above 50 Mil- 
lions of Livres prejudice to the Kingdom of 
France per Annum, | 

And being upon this Subje&, it may not 
perhaps be unſeaſonable to confute the Errors 
of thoſe wha fancy that Zener, and other Faſt- 
days are advantagicus-to a Nation, becauſe 
ſay they, it ſaves abundance - of Cattel, puts 
people. upon, Fiſhing, and conſequently to the 
getting of more profit by Sea, than they would 

E 4 otherwiſe 
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a__ do; and A gt ſame-means 2G 
rhore Seamen -are I confeſs- rhat Le 

d:; el, ſome Nations, nor” 

I Rbſerving them rhemſelves; - but by ſelling 
to thoſe who do fo , as the Engliſh, 
Scotch, Dutch, te. who furniſh the French 

and others, 


In England the Nation was quickly ſenſible; 
that the keepitig 'of Leve was a miſtake in Po- 
licks, for after Len: had been obferved there 
a while, fince the Reformation, on pretence of: 
fome ſach Political Reaſons, as the encourage- 
ment of Fiſhing, *&c. they ſoon left" it off; 
becanſe they found it did more hurt than ood, 

Haw it did notincreaſe the number of Sex 
men, but rather diminiſh'd them;and that there 
wes not more iſh taken and ſpenc, but rather 
Ker by- reaſon that people beitig under that” 

Servirride, were difpnſted witly it, and did eat 
ainſt ee wil opon the very Fiſh days, 
bd e6uld nor at all- endure ic at other times; 
mer nom chey eat it-#t all times indifferently 
now, and there's' conſtantly good ſtore of all 
forts 'to be foundiat the Fiſhmongers, as 
' well Sea as Freſh-water-fiſh , and all (forts of 
f Shell-fith ; ſo that how thoſe who love Fiſh 
: better than Meat, may pleaſe chemſelves, which 
they could not do , if they were tyrannically 
commanded 'to do it. Beſides, Fiſher-men 
conld -not then make their conſtant Trade of 
pilkty but only in Lezr, and about Fridays, and 
aturdays, whereas they both can and do fiſh 
actually every day. *Tis true, France does 

not afford ſuch plenty of Fiſh-meat as ets 
ue 
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befides moſt . part "of nch - have 'not 
wherewich to do it, - But "Fay farther, 'thar 
France is in greater want of Fiſhthat of *Bleth, 
ang that there would have been Fleſh'enopgh in 
che Nation, if Zexr, the four 'Ember-weeks, and 
other Faſt-days; and the Ordersof. Monks and 
| been ſer up by Soperſtirion, for 
this occafion'd 4 neglect in breeding of Cattle; 
and even at prefent, tho' moſt of the Kingdom 
hes deſolate,” there would be Cartleenough, if 
Lent were aboliſl'd and Lands not abanconed ; 
and tho” Frarce is at leſs expence' now; as'to 


* the bnying of Foreign Fiſh, than ir. was befor 


the'War, yet it ſtill expends very great Surf 
that way, tho' the pooreſt ſort of people inthe 
oreſt Provinces from the Sea, ſeldom raſte 
ſh of any fort,” and ev'n very ” rarely” of 
Fleſh-mear. ea Cn 
"Bur leſt any Body ſhould imagine chat Tcon- 
tradict my ſelf, in ſaying that the people of 
England don't eat leſs Fiſh ſince the Obſervation 
of Lexr, but rather more, and that I pretend 
nevertheleſs. that the notice .of fuch a Snperfti- 
tion does prejudice to the Revenues of Land 
in France, 'and hinders the Breeding and Con- 
{pmption of Catrel ; I ſhall anſwer that fpe- 
cious obje@ion; 1 call it ſpecicus, becauſe it 
ſeems that if fo be the aboliſhing of 'Leye, and 
other Fiſh-days in England produce that efle, 
that 'more Fiſh 'is eaten in it fince, it yy 
cem 
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feem to follow, :that leſs Fleſh-meat ſhould 
2. conſfum'd, and fo conſequently if Lene, and 
other pretended Faſt-days. were aboliſhed in 
France, more. Fiſh would be eaten, and leſs 
Fleſh deſtroyed. I anſwer, that there is no; 
real contradiction .,in what I have aſlerted, 
-bat ooly a ſeeming one, and chat alſo to thoſe 
who do not. weigh things rightly ; my reaſon 
is.this, that in E:glard the people have always: 
and at all ſeaſons, plenty both of Meat = 


Fiſh; no place in the Kingdom being very re- "| | 
mote from Sea, and there being many Rivers 


full of Freſh- Water Fiſh, -and the Tide coming: 
up a great way in many of thoſe Rivers, the 
Sea-Filh is conveyed into the Country at a ve- 
ry. ſmall charge. . They have alſo plenty of 


ood Cattel, ſo that they may at all times ear | 


that they like beſt; or find cheapeſt, . without 
that averſion which che Tyranny of Impoſition 
occaſions, when they are commanded upon 
Eternal Damnation co eat,or not to eat ſuch and 
ſuch thiogs, at ſach and ſuch times, whereas 
France is. generally much more remote. from 
the Sea, and Fiſh there very ſcarce or. dear. 


Now. in thoſe pl2ces at 4 great. diſtance from - 


the Sea, if ic were not for the Superſticion of 
Lent ..and other  Faſt-days, as they call them, 
in thoſe places. they would eat. much more 
Meat than they. do, and more alſo than is eaten 
on the Sex coaſts, where Fiſh is more pleatiful 
and cheaper, and conſequently they ſhould breed 
more Cattle, More Fiſh would alſo be eaten 
in the Sea-Ports and .other places near the Sea, 
[thao js eaten at preſent, if it were riot for the 
tyran- 
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tyrannous Impoſitions upon their Conſciences, 


which forbids them to eat Meat at ſuch time 
and creates, in moſt part of them, a kind'o 
abhorrency of Fiſh, which they are- forced ta 
eat; and hence it comes to paſs that/leſs Fiſh 
is taken in the Sea-Ports, than there would be 
were it not for. this Superſtition ; and leſs 
Cattle is alſo bred in the Country. than woul 

be, were it not for the ſame Abuſe, which 
forbids the eating of Meat above five Months 
in the Year, and fo puts all chings out of order 


© for by this Means, thoſe that live near che Sea 


are diſguſted at Fiſh, which Nature and Provi- 
dence affords them very cheap, nay, almoſt for 
nothing 3 which would be a great Treaſpre to 
them,if it were not for the tyranny impos'd up- 
on them, and thoſe who live in remoteplaces of 
the Country, and have an opportunity to breed 


abundance of Cattle and ear Meat very cheap, 


are forced to abſtain from ir, and loſe that great. 
advantage, tho' they cannot have Fiſh but at a 
very dear rate. ny 

It deſerves likewiſe our Obſervation, that 
France has loſt conſiderably in reſpe& of the 
profits they made of their Cattle, by the ex- 
pulfion of - the Proteſtants, becauſe chey 
bought thoſe young Cattle, Poultry, &c. in che 
Towns and Countries where they liv'd, which 
otherwiſe had been loſt or very chargeable to 


4 . 


the Owners. 


Article XUT._ relaes co the Iojſtce 

V 101Ence and Spirt 1yranny of t OPun 

Clergy, which cauſes an uneſtimable dammage 
co 
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to the Kingdom . of France. This Spirit of 
Iojuſtice and Inhumanicy, which tis effencial to 

, was the cane of the laſt War, whic 
they kindled ſecretly, and of the laſt Perſecy- 
fioo,. and of all the Maſlacres and Civil Wars, 
that have been in France. That ſame Spirit 
of FVIOLENC fſers them, whenever they 
meet with Princes obtoxious to them, to per; 
ſecure all thoſe with che utmoſt fury , that dil 
fer from chem in their Opiaions, chough thi 
have no other Fogadation for them, but their 
own Ambition, Pride and Covetouſneſs ,. rh! 
Spirir,I ay,offnjaſtice has been one of the great 

2aſes of 'the Ruia of Frexce ; I leave it to the 
VYorld to Jadge whether they did not rake 
2dvantage of the Ambition: of that Porent 
Prince, who was perhaps poſſeſſed wich'the. 
defign of an 'Uliverſal Monarchy , to make 
him believe'that it was-conyeaient for him, in 
order co attain his end, to, deſtroy che Refor- 
mation in England, Holand, France and all 0: 
ther parts, and gader that, pretence to bring; 
King 7 mes, who was known to be a Bigoteq; 
Pciace, into the ſame deſign, and to oblige him! 
rodoall what we know he did, *Tis by ſuch 
Methods as theſe , that the Court of a, 


Ruines all the Princes and States of Chriſte 
dom; when the is in any way affraid that AJ 
will grow tao Potent, then co be fure '[h 
inſpires them by her Emiſſaries and Confeſlors,. 
with ſuch deſigns, as will. lay . them deſolate, - 
and unpeople their Country, when ac the (ame 
time chey have no miſtruſt of "any ſuch thing? | 
I ſhall not offer to compute the dammage Gone 

y 


off by this Article, at any certain Sum of Money; 
"ON for every one may eaſily preees. that this is 
17s | 2 Fountain of innumerable Miſchiefs. 


TS Article XIV. ſhews plainly how ruinous the 
8 Popiſh Clergy 1s to the State of France, in this 
thar they contribure little to the great Charge 
of the Nation, tho* they enjoy the half of a 
Eſtates Real and Perſona] of the Kingdom , 
2nd ©ught conſequently to pay as much propor- 
tiouably ro the King, as thoſe do who poſſeſs 
the other balf of the Kingdom. For- the 
Clergy,even at preſent ſcarcely,pay 10 Millions 
of Livres towards the 2co Millions , whictx 
the King hath exacted every year from the 
Nation, one way or other, fince the Wars 
that is to ſay, that the Clergy and Religions 
Orders, as they call them , of France , who 
"make up perhaps 3oocoo Souls, enjoy as much 
Revenue 25 3 or 9 Millions of other People, 
that may #1}! be reckoned to be in the King- 
dom of #rance, or as much as was enjoy'd by 
13 or 14 Millions, that might have been inic 
20 years 2£0, 2nd that, tho? every one of. the 
lergy and ivch like Religious Perfons, have 
one with avorher, as much to ſpend now, in 
relation to the Revenue of the Real and Per- 
ſonal Eſtates, as 40 or 50 other perſons of the 
promiſcuous multitude,taken one with another, 
that yer for all that che Clergy and thoſe Rehi- 
gious Orders taken in bulk, don't. bezr aboye 
the: 20th part of- the Charges of the Govern- 
ment. . To this may be added. har before the 
- War, when the King Cid raiſe by the orcugaty 
FO | mpo®- 
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Impoſitions; 132 Millions yearly, befides tis 


Caſualties, as they rerm them, that did amount 
ſome years to 50, 60,' and 70 Millions, the 
Clergy did not pay above 5 or 6 Millions 
yearly ; for the Poll-rax, by which they were 
obliged to pay 4 Millions per Annmum during 5 
. yeats, was eſtablithed fince. . 
Bur that we may the better comprehend how 
much the Clergy is eafed above all other Sub- 
jets of the Kingdom, it muſt be known that 
the Officers of Jadicature , and other Civil 
Officers in the Nation, as thoſe of the Finances, / 
Civil Government and others, who all pur- 
chas'd their Offices ara very dear rate, the 
Farmers of the Impoſts with all their depen- 
dants, and the Clergy them{elves dig coſt the 
people alrogetber,above zoo Millions of Livres 
yearly, about 20 or 30 years ago", beſides the 
other vexations and loſſes of time, which they 
ſaffered by continual Wranglings at Law, Op- 
prefſions and Depredations of their Goods by 
the faid Officers, or by the Superſtition of the 


. Clergy ; 'of all which Vexations , Lofles of 


Time, and other Calamities, as the Marches; 
Counter-marches and Quartering of Souldiers, 
if they had been free, they might have pro- 
bably ſaved or earned 100 Millions per Annum 
more, bur thoſe I don't reckon, becauſe rhey 
turn'd to no bodies Account. Now the Clergy 
15 not only free from 211 thoſe Miſchiefs and 
loifes of Money and Time, t9 which the 
other Subjects are obnoxions, but they like- 
wiſe get Money from the people and plander 
them ay their falſe Devotions, - and a thoufend 

; new 
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new. ways ſuggeſted by their Covetouſneſs; 


abuſing the peoples Credulity, endeavouring 
coritinually to involve them in greater Igno- 
rance, that they might domineer over them 


more eaſily, and fo diſpoil them. *Tis very 


well known, that the Officers of Judicature 
indulge the Clergy much more than they do 


the other Subjeas, and that the Farmers of the 
Impoſitions have little or nothing to do with 
them. The Clergy are moreover reſpeged 
and feared by the Lawyers, and maintain ſome 
Judges, Advocates and Attorneys, who are 


their Penſioners. There is not one Commus- 


nity of - Religious Perſons , but what have 
Penſioners in all the Notable Tribunals. where 
their buſineſs lies, who order it fo that th 
in almoſt all their Suits at Law, how unju 
oever they be againſt the Laity, who have 
neither ſo much Money nor ſo great ProteQion 
as they. Then by the help of a Father 7izler, 
which they have in every Community, they 
forge falſe Titles every day 3 and this they ac- 
count a pious Fraud, as well as the falſe Dona- 
tives and Legacies, which they often . pretend 
to bave been beſtowed upon them. © In this 


manner they. bereave the poor Laity of their 


Eſtates by the Favour and ProteRion they find 
one from another ; for they ſtand by one ano- 
ther as Thieves do, and are all of chem fup- 
ported by tbe Pope, who has a ſecret Influence 


upon their Aﬀeairs : And many times they are 


aiſo ſupported by Courtiers. Then as to the 
Farmers general and particular of Impofitions; 


-atid cheir Servants, the Romiſh Clergy is nor 


expoſed 


A ae on Er I er nr Gert ac_gpoenrgts 


( 64 ) 


expoſed ta their: Robberies, becauſe they are 
not obnoxious 'to the Publick Taxes; but og 
the contrary that ſort of Mea are obnoxious tg 
the Clergy, for they flatter them with the 
hopes of a pardon for all their Extortions and 
Robberies, if they will but employ 'em to ſay 
Maſſes, make them Preſents,or enter into their 
Fraternities and pay them for it. Nor do 
they ſuffer by the Cheating Tricks of other 
Ecclefiaſticks as the reſt of the Subjects, do, 
for one Raven never picks out the Eyes of 
another; | Il 

The Eſtates, Farms and Tenants of the 
Clergy, are moreover in a better condition 
than thoſe ef others, becauſe their Landlords 
are better able .co ſupport them 3 fo that 
their Houſes and Lands are always in better 
Des and Rock'd with the beſt Cattle of the 

na 
* The Clergy moreover ate not liable to be 
forced to buy new Offices, nor to loſe the old 
ones, 25 other Subjects are, or to buy Letters of 
Nobilicy ; nor are they cruſhed with ordinary 


- orextraordinary Taxes, nor with forced Loans 


to the King, nor with Quartering of Soldiers, 
whereby ſo many thoufands of other People 
have been every day plagued ; nor are they 
obliged to go to War, nor to the Arrier-Ban y 
By which means it comes to paſs that the 

rgy, who are for the moſt part burthen- 


 fom and unprofitable to the Nation, nay, even 


fo their own pretended Church, are free from 
2ll the Calamities under which the ufeful 


Subjects groan. - I grant the Curates and Coun- 


cry 
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try Prieſts are ſo laden with Taxes that they 
can bardly ſabſiſt, yer they fare a great deal - 
better than the greateſt pare of the Lairy 
who formerly had Eftates; which now they 
tiave loſt by the Taxes. and are charged witli 
Debts and Children beſides. Whereas tho' 
the Prieſts be never ſo pcor, yet ill they have 
ſome Bread left them withour any roil for it, 
for they neither Labour nor Preach, nor are 
bound to do any Work bur whar the dulleſt 
Peaſant might do, if he could bur read and had 
memory enough to learn by long priſe, how 
to handle the Muſquert ; for the Maſs-Tradecan 
be learnt .as eafily. They enjoy a Church- 
Living grats, which they neither merit for 
their Capacity nor Services, neither had they 
it leſt them by Inhericance from their Ance- 
ſtors, nor can they be ſeized upon for Debrs:' I 
grant *tis but reaſon they ſhould live by theit 
Trade, fince they do that which the people 
would have them to do, but as for the great 
fumbers of rich Monaſtries , Convents , &e. 
which contribute little or nothing to the Go- 
vernmentz is it not ridiculous they ſhould enjoy 
the half of all the Eſtates in chat Kingdom; 
and not pay the 2oth part towards the fupport 
of the Government of what the reſt of the 
Nation pays? for , as I have faid before, thoſe 
wealthy Clergy-men pay almoſt nothing of 
what the Clergy pays in general, all the burden 
falls upon the lictle Curates and Prieſts, who 
are left without Protetion. What Jaſtics 
then is it that the diligent and Jzbortoos fort 
of people ina Nation thould pertth; and be 
F gelifoyed 
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deſtroyed like Victims, meerly to fatten the 
Jazy and idle ſort of people, and that ſo many 
Millions of uſeful Subjects ſhould be facrificd 
to ſuch ſluggiſh Belly-Gods- We can never} jec 
enough bewail ſuch Blindneſs as this, nor ex-| on 
preſs. all the Miſchiefs which fuch Injuſtice 
brings along with it. 

* This very thing alone is capable of ruining 
the Kingdom by degrees: If it be objeRed that 


the Ecclefiaſticks, who poſleſs one half of it.arefl R 
not ruined; I Anſwer, they are properly nofl K 
more a part of the Kingdom, than a Cancer il *ri 
which devours the Body that it ſeizes on,or tharlfl in 
a Palſie which renders diverſe of the Memberiſ al 
of the Body uſeleſs,can be a partof the famezandi h: 
this is ſo much the truer that the Clergy, aff th 
I have already ſaid, acknowledge the Authority n 
of, and bave {worn Obedience to another Sofl tt 
vereiga Prince, who muſt of neceſfity be: K 
- natural Enemy to France, becauſe of the Lifur 
pations thac he hath made, and deſigns to make} p, 
on that Kingdom, in which he cannot main xi 
tain his old, nor make new Uldurpations fi 
without epieebling the Kingdom from time tolfi þ 
time proportionably, as he ſees its power fl a 
and the Authoriry of the Kings Increaſe, and 11 
to this end he ſerves himfeif of his Eccleſia} 
ſticks, who, under a Cloak of Religion, haveſſi { 
attain'd a mighty Credit, and are maintain'dfl . } 
on the Fat of the Land, at the Expence off « 
cthers, and that which is a wonderful thing « 
'have their Generals in great aumber, and Gar- | 


riſoas in all Cities, confiiting of diver 
Regiments ct ditierent Liveries , that is to 
l2y, 
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fay, the different Orders of Ecclefiafticks; who 
under Spiritual Prerences, enjoy the Temyoral 
Eftates of the Kingdom, keep Princes and:Sub- 
jecs under rhe Popes Yoke, and ſo Conſtituce 
one formidable Empire within another, 1m- 
perium in lmperio. ad 
Ic is certain, tho' it can't be denied that the 
Taxes in France are exceſhve , that if the 
Clergy had contributed: proportionably to their 
Revenues, with the reft of. the People, the 
Kingdom had been worth one half more than 
tis, Except the King had augmented the Taxes 
in proportion, and in that caſe he would have 
almoſt doubled his Revenues. If the Clergy 
had paid the ſhare they ought to have paid of 
.the Impoſitions, the Kingdom would have been 
much leſs harras'd and ruin'd than it is ; fo that 
'this Article reaches a great way throughout the 
Kingdom. | | 
That we may the better underſiand it, ſup- 
poſe that any Man has two Slaves or two Car- 
riage-Horſes of equal ſtrength in his poſle(- 
fion, capable of working or carrying confidera- 
ble burdens,it is certain if he work them equally 
and load neither of them above their. abi- 
lity, that both of them may-bold our a long 
times but if he. overcharge: the one -excel- 
ſively, to eaſe the other, that which is ovet- 
joaded cannot hold out, but muſt languiſh by 
degrees and become unable either for Work or 
Carriage,cxcept it be little or nothing,and does 
quickly die. Suppoſe then that: it does not 
hold ov: above half rhe time thar ic might haye 
done, had it been treated as-the other, or that 
F 3 ic 
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; it doesnot work half fo much as it might have 
done otherwiſe, there is one half loſt, or ific 
hold not out, or work not above a 4th part.that 
is three fourths :loſs. Thus it is with the peo- 
ple of France, they are. much leſs profitable to 
the King and State, than they would be if the 
Clergy bore: one half of the charge of the 
Kingdom, as they ought todo. T believe this 
Article may amount to forty or fifty Millions 
per Annum ; for beſides the Taxes from whence 
they are exempted, they are not ſubject, as I 
have already faid , to any of the Vexations 
which are committed in the Levying 'em,nor to 
uartering of Soldiers, nor are they pillag'd by 
ivil Officers & Farmers general and theirUln- 
derlings, but on the contrary they pillage chem, 


. Article XV. relates to their Practice and 
Morals, I mean thoſe of the Clergy ; this 
eccaſions an infinite number of Crimes which 
are committed without Scruple; nay, they 
think they merit Heaven by the Commiſſion 
of them, for they At them by a Principle of 


Cience- 

The Miſchiefs which they have commit- 
ted on the Account of their pretended Re- 
ligion are to be aſcribed. to their Morals : 
They have Conſecrated and Canoniz'd Per- 
fidiouſneſs, Cruelty, Murther, the Raviſhing 
of Matrons and Virgins, and the Stealing 
of Children and Eſtates. It is not eaſe 
to compute this loſs in Money, but all peo- 
ple of Senſe muſt needs perceive that this does 
ruin or very much incommode TREn, 20 

Manu- 
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ManufaRures; Navigation , and all fort of 
Handy-labour, for the Perfſecutors as well as 
the Perſecuted ſuffer incredibly thereby 
without mentioning the value of the Men and 
Women, whom they Maffacre and Kill in a 
hundr'd manners,either all at once or gradually. 
This doth moreover occafion a general and in- 
credible Corruption in the whole Nation, for 
people perceiving that the Crimes committed 
on the account of Religion,, which of all 


things in the World ought to be the moſt Sa- 


cred, are not - puniſh'd , but applauded and 
rewarded by the Clergy,or at their Suggeſtion, 
by thoſe who govern them, they readily con- 
clude, that if it be lawful to Commir fſach 
things for the good of the Church, it is more 
lawful to Commir them. for other ends.” 

By this means the people become deſperately 
wicked at' the heart, and if they were not 
afraid of Secular Juſtice, wonld become a meer 
Society of Thieves and Robbers. © That we 
may the better underſtand this, letas ſuppoſe 
that the Civil Magiſtrate ſhould approve 
Crimes in the ſame manner, promiſe Heaven 
to the Criminals, and reward them alſo 'in this 
life, as the Clergy have compenſated thoſe 
who were the moſt Zealous in committing all 
ſorts of Craelties and Indignities againſt the 
Proteſtants; I ſay, if the Civil Governmenc 
ſhould thus countenance the Deſtruction of 
Honeſt and Subſtantial Men,all humane Society 
muſt be forthwith didfolv'd and anable to ſubs 
fiſt. Or otherwiſe, ler us ſuppoſe that a mul- 
titude of Villains no_ prevail oyer _ 

3 _ 
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and commit all imaginable crimes out of a prin- 
ciple; of. Conſcience-,-in order to oblige Men || p 
to lay that they believe an Onion, a Tree, a Stone | W 
or.ar Zorſe are adorable,and deſerve the Wor- | W 
ſhip,: which the Papiſts call Dulia and Latria, || A 
35 well as God, and force- them in effe& co In- || el 
voke and. Adore thoſe Creatures 3 and that ſÞ L 
this numerous multitude of Villains ſhould | L 
ca]l themſelves Infallibleat the ſame time, and || tl 
by all forts of Cruelty: and Torture , force | C 
people to acknowledge them as ſuch, and that | T1 
none durſt oppoſe them on pain of loſing their | T 
Liberty, Eſtate, Honour and Life, what un- £ 
ſpeakable diforders would this occafion in a © O 
State ? For honeſt Men who would-nort be I 
gajlty of ſuch unbecoming & unmanly practices  E 

ould be outragiouſly: perſecuted, putto death = C 
by their Orders,and the. multitude would think I 
chemſelves. oblig'd to take party with thoſe || * 
V1llains, to avoid their own Ruin, and for fear | 
of . becoming ſuſpeRted .ro thoſe: Wretches, I " 
become. as wicked themſelves.  .- \ 
. But the Divine Providence hath not permic- | *! 

ted, humaneJuſtice to be deprav'd to that height, k 
as.4s the Religion of the-Church of Rome,which- | * 
is abundantly more wicked than the moſt wic- 
ked of Mea ; and herein it is dire&ly oppoſite 
to-other Religions, which tho' they be wicked || | 
in.themſelves, do. nevertheleſs teach berter 
Morals. than thoſe of the people that profeſs || 
them. z.-whereas on the contrary, the Laicks of 

- , the Church of Rome are more honeſt and leſs 

"* Villainous than their Religion, 


I thiok- 
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I think it proper alſo to obſerve in this 
place, rhat ſetting afide the Intereft of thar 


' which they call their Religion and their Church, 


which relatexwholly and finally co the Profic or 
Ambition of the Ecclefiaſticks; the Clergy:of 
che Church ofRome confider'd,as to their Civil 
Life, are ' not much wickeder chan their 
Laymen, as I have already ſaid, which proves 
that the Devil Reigns principally in that 
Church, in regard of the Legiſlative Autio- 
rity of Popery, as it relates to the Aﬀairs and 
Intereſt of their Religion - and Church, thar is 
to ſay of the Pope and his Guard of Penſioners 
or Carchpoles. | This excepted, I have known 
many honeſt enough Men of their Clergy, nay, 
even of the Jeluites , whoſe condu& as ro 
Civil Life, was near the matter as good ex- 
ternally as thoſe of their honeſt Laicks.. And 
there are diverſe Perſons who aſſure me, that 
how abominable ſoever the Court of Rome 
may be in general, as their Principles and 
Maxims have been for ſeveral Ages ,. yet 
there are Prelates, nay, even Cardinals atnong 
them, who have very good Moral Qualities, 
and are perſons of Merit. ' 


Article XVI. relates to that Spirit of De- 
ſpotical Government, with which the Chnrch 
of Rome inſpires Princes in regard of their 
Subjects. This is it that hath produc'd: the 
Severity of the Government of France, which 
bath ſo much contributed to - the: Defolation'of 
that fine Kingdom. The Jeſuites eſpecially do 
infuſe it in Princes , __ are ruled by them 
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not only in matters of Religion, but likewife 
in Aﬀairs of Political Government, by advi- 
fing them ro make uſe of the moſt Abſolute 
Authoricy , becauſe that how much the more 
the Princes whom they govern, are Authorizd 
and Fear'd of their Subjects, ſo much the more 
are the Jeſuites their Turors Authoriz'd and 
Dreaded alſo. France ſmarts at preſent under 
the Effects of this 3 and England has but lately 
eſcap'd the like danger. That Spirit of Tyranny 
which makes up a great part of the Eſlence of 
Popery, is yet more peculiar to the Society of 
the Jeſuites, than ro any other in Popery, and 
It is known that the Principles of cheir Order, 
as they call it, do give their General an Abſo- 
lute and Unlimited Power, to Command and 
ro do what he liſts, wherein they are to render 
him a Blind-fold Obedience. . Ir's alſo known 
that they look on the Popes pretended Mo- 
narchy, over the Univerſal Church and World, 
tobe the moſt perfeR Pattern of Government, 
in aſſuming to himſelf the Authority to de- 
firoy all Nations ang Perſons in Soul and 
Body, that oppoſe his temporal Intereſt. 


The Church of Roe reaps great advantage 
from this Deſpotical Power of the Princes of 
her Communion, for thoſe Princes being go- 
vern'd by their Confeſlors, who are govern'd 
by Rome, the more Authority thoſe Princes 
have the more the Pope hath over all the King- 
dom, and then this great Authority of the 
Princes is imploy'd to opprels thoſe they call 
Hereticks, both within and without their Dor 
3 EY. minions 
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minions, and to purchaſe” more Slaves to the 
Pope 3 or otherwiſe, they ingage them in War 
for tumbling ſome Popith State, rhat the 
Court of Rome would have brought low, and 
many times with a deſign ro ruin that very 
Prince, whom they ſo engage in War. For 
it is highly che Intereſt of the Court of Rome, 
That their Neighbouring Nations be kept poor, 
becauſe that Spirit of Bondage, Slavery and 
Ignorance, which is ſo uſeful and agreeable to 
the Religion which they impoſe, is not con- 
ſiſtent with the Liberty of a rich people, and 
the Popes are conſtantly affraid that if the Do- 
minions of thoſe States and Princes that are 
fubje& to him, be very populous and rich, 
_ will at ſometime or other ſhake off their 
Yoke. 

This is it they had in view by inſpiring 
the French King with a defign to ruin his Pro- 
teſtant SubjeRs, ſo' manifeſtly contrary to the 
true Intereſts of Fraxce and the Kings Honour. 
That ſame was the reaſon of their engaging 
him ina War againſt ſo many Potentates all 
at once, to the end they might weaken him , 
and prevent his ſetting his thoughts upon En- 
terprizes a thouſand times more great , 
glorious, and profitable, ſich as that of deliver- 
ing his own Kingdom from the Slavery: of 
the Pope, and ſo many fooliſh Superſtitions of 
Popery, of which the honeſt Papiſts rhemſelves 
are aſhamed, and alſo that they might prevenc 
his-puſhing on his Conqueſts on the fide of 1:aly, 
where he might have made War with much 
more ſucceſs. and advantage , than agu6R 
0 


| (74) 
ſo many powerfal States, and ſtrong Townsas 
he had to rencounter elſewhere. 


Article XVII. relates to the Incontinence 
and Whordom of the Romiſh Clergy, which 
is a large Field, and much might be ſaid upon 
it, but many Authors have enlarg'd on this 
Head already. Its known to every Body by 
Experience, that the Celibacy of that wretched 
Clergy is the ſource of an Univerſal an( 
Loathſom Impurity among them, and that the 
leaſt Crimes committed by thoſe of that Order, 
are Fornications. and - Adulteries. It's well 
enough known that their Divines teach, that 
Sins againſt Nature of every fort, don't render 
an Ecclefiaſtick Irregular, but Marriage dogg 
and that their Caſuiſts do continually cram 
their Books with Extenudtions of thoſe 
Crimes, and add more and : more Fewel to 
the impure Flames, by their obſcehe Queſtions, 
and the Niceties and Subtleties they have found 
on co advance and encreaſe thoſe impure plex: 
ures. | 
. i -It is alſo known that the Pope Authorize 
Pablick Stews, and Prote&s them in order to 
draw a conſiderable Revenue from them ; but 
it is not ſo univerſally known; that to advance 
the Reputation of that Crime, which indeed 
is not accounted any by the Court of Rome, 
che Popes will not ſuffer any Women to 
proſtitute themſelves , unleſs they be Chri- 
ſtians, and therefore by order of his Holineſs, 
Jewiſh, Pagan and Mahometan Women , who 
have a mind co-ſet up that Trade at Rome, _ 
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firſt be Baptized. This makes it the more reli- 
ſhing to Anti-chriſt to think that Jeſus Chriſt 
is thereby the more offended. Bur ſeeing the 
Church of Rome is already branded in the Holy 
Scriptures, with the Name of Sodom and rhe 
Mother of Harlots and of the Abominations of the 
Earth ; both upon the account of her. Corron- 
tion, and becauſe of her Idolatries, Herefies 
and Blaſphemies, we have no reaſon to doubt 
thac ſhe is ſo, and therefore I ſhall nor infiſt 
pon this as a Vice which is ſo-much favoured 
and nouriſhed by that Church, bur only in re- 
lation to the infinite number of Miſchiefs 
which it occafions in hamane Society. 

- It many times happens that. the Popiſh Prin- 
ces are no better inthis reſpe& than the Clergy 
thar hath corrupted them, or don't -teach *em 
their 'daty in this matter; ſo thae being wholly 

iven up to Unchaſtity. themſelves, the Subor- 
na Magiſtrates and Officers are corrupted 
by cheir Example, and conſequently take no 
care. to ſuppreſs that Vice, which ruins and 
lays waſt Nations, and fills them with all ſorts 
of Crimes, for experience teaches us that this 
one Crime draws all others after-it; and Man- 
kind.-perceiving that Princes and Magiſtrates 
neglect ro puniſh this Vice (which they oughe 
todo with all manner of rigour, - for the good 
of Society, tho' there were neither an Heaven 
nor an Hell) come infenfibly ro be of opinion 
that it is only a Peccadillo. ©: Ff 

. Bac if they conſidered the Conſequences of 
it only. with reference to the good of Society, 
and” to- the innumerable Miſchiefs which ic: 
| OCCa- 
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occaſions, they ought to look.upon it as a very 
great Crime, and by conſequence that it mu 
provoke God highly, who is the preſerver of 
Society, tho' it were not ſo expreſly forbid 
in his Word, which excludes ſach perſons from 
the Kingdom of Heaven. 

For irc occaſions an infinite number of Mor: 
ders of Men and Children, Miſcarriages and 
Poiſonings ; it deſtroys a great num by 
naſty diſtempers, as well among Adale perſon 
as among Infants, of which a great numbe! 
die or are lame during their lives, by the in- 
fe&ion of their Fathers, Mothers or Narſes, 
or elſe live in miſery and are uncapable of ſer- 
ving the Pablick ; it ſhortens the Lives of one 
and rother, enfeebles the Wir, deſtroys Cour 
rage. makes People renounce Honour and Pro- 
biry,and renders choſe who are addicted there 
unto uncapable of undertaking or morn 
any thing glorious or proficable for the Pablick 
Welfare : Ic” raines Families ; and Fathers and 
Mothers who are addicted to this Crime, neg- 
le& the Edacation of their - Children; who 
for the moſt part too, are bora feeble and 'in- 
firm, and generally become profligate like their 


Parents 3 It generally ' debauches all forts'of 


people from their Work and Imployments is 
always accompanied with Idleneſs, Lazineſs , 
great loſs of Time, Luxury , Drunkeaneſs, 
Gluttony, Perjury,. Falſe Evidence, Pilfering, 
Robbery , Tricking, Cheating , Cozening , 
Breaking, Blaſphemy, Impiery and Irreligion ; 

by conſequence occafions. the abaridoning 


of Tcue Religion and the embracing of | 2 


Falſe 
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| Falſe One. And to ſapport themſelves in this 


Vice, Men become Coiners and Clippers 
Highway-men, ' Pirates, Forgers and Knights 
of the Poſt. This practice brings many to the 
Gallows, occaſions ſome to make away them- 
ſelves, their Conſcience and the bad Conditiog 
of their Aﬀairs, throwing them into deſpair ; 
Children, that they may have wherewith to 
maintaip themſelves in this Vice, rob their 
Parents, as do Servants and Apprentices their 
Maſters. It wholly corrupts the Minds of 
thoſe that belong to the Courts of Juſtice, 
Whordom þereaves them of al] Probity,makes 
them Unjuſt and Trickiſh, or at leaſt occafions 
them to ſuck the Blood of their Clients by 
prolonging their Suits. This Vice occafions 
the Superiour Officers of an Army to rob their 
Subalterns and Souldiers, and many times the 
Government. It has the like influence upon 
thoſe that are imployed in any other Publick 
Poſts fo that thoſe who are addicted to this 
Vice do always abundance of Miſchief, and 
bur little good, 

It hinders Marriage, becauſe for want of 
Diſcipline, Men can with impunity find debau- 
ched Women and Girls in great numbers for 


their purpoſe, whom they quit at pleaſure and 


take others, without "uy Trouble, Servitude 
or Dependance, and this begets in them a 
general Contempt of the Sex 3 ſo that they 
think them all alike and worth nothing, judging 
none of them worthy to be their Wives bur 
only their Concubines. On the other hand 


thoſe looſe Women are affraid of being ſubje& 
. | to 
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to or depending on an Hasband, becauſe eithet 
he would be jealous if they kept Comp 
with others, or ſhould not be able to ati 
their brutiſh Appetires 3 So that this Vice is 
alcogether deſtructive to Mankind , it ruin 
thoſe that are addicted unto ir, and prevents 
the Birth of others in their ſtead. 

This Vice does moreover make Men and 
Women Lyars and Diſſemblers, Children Dif 
obedient to their Fathers and Mothers , and 
without any Natural AﬀeRion to them,becauſe 
having nought elſe in their eye, but their im- 
pure pleaſures, they conceive no other ways of 
their Parents, and think that they brought 
them into the World, juſt as a brutiſh Anim 
doth irs Young, in a manner agi:n{ rheir will 
having no other deſign but to aflwage thei 
bratiſh Luſts, and beger them, as it were, 
only by accident, and that they are no other: 
wiſe oblig'd to them for their being then 


ſo- | 

This Vice doth likewiſe render Men Crue 
and Unnatural to one another, as alſo to Beaſts, 
which they look upon 0f'y as a little marter 
form'd by chance. In a word, I don't belieye 
there is any Vice wkich corrupts the Heare to 
the fame degree that this doth, both in regard 


J 


'of their Duty towards God #::4 rowards Men, 
yea, and towards themſelves, becaute: they 
accuſtom themſelves by the frequent Ideas of 
Vice and by a Judicial Blindneſs, which always 
attends it, to regard every thing in a Carnal and 
Corrupt manner, 


It 
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Ie is true; that thoſe defires are many times 
yiolent in Youth, both becauſe of the boyling 
of the Blood ar that Age, and becauſe their 
Experience and Reafon are bur feeble. Bur 
it muſt alſo be own'd, that it is not ſo much 
the temper of the Body and the Heat of Youth, 
which occafions that diſorder, as bad Example 
ill Education, and the filthy Diſcourſe © 
Mankind, who are for the moſt part infected 
with this Vice ; ſo that we ſee in ſome Nations 
eventhe Publick Stages, and all the Publick 
Shews poiſoned and peſtered with all ſorts of 
Obſcenity, without any cenſure by the Ma- 
giltrates. 

The very Pagans were ſenfible of the dan- 
ger of bad Example ro Children, when they 
ama pes debetur puero ——_— : i.e. We 
ought to have a very great re or young 
ones, and neither do nor fay unhandſom things 


' before them; and the Publick Stage amongſt 


them was not poiſoned with Impurity as 'tis 
now 2 days. But in this Age few Fathers or 
Mothers or Magiſtrates take care of that, rhey 
act and ſpeak. themſelves before their 
young ones and all people, all that their 
wicked Habits ſuggeſt ro them. Servants-are 
alſo drown'd in thoſe Vices, and remain Igno- 
rant, and without Inftrucion, either from the 
Church or Magiſtrate; ſo that they 'a& and 
ſpeak a thouſand profane things with one 2no- 
ther, b={ore Children, which makes a ceep 
Imprefliion upon the Mind of young ones , 
which is ſo much che more dangerous, that 
natyrally all-Mankind is too much addicted - 
this 
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this Vice ; .ſo that now a days we mary times 
ſee young Girls of 8 or 1e years of. Age, and 
ometimes thoſe of Qualicy too, that know 4 
thouſand filchy things, and by that time they 
arrive to the Age of 14 or 15, they renounce 
all Subjeion to their Fathers and Mothers, 
and Proſticure and Marry themſelves to Ser- 
viog-men or Idle Fellows, who at laſt deſpiſe 
and abuſe them; the Conſequence of which is 
many times Deſpair, and this - occaſions their 
making away with themſelves, after one ſort or 
other, and thus their Families are every way 
diſhonoured. | 

This Vice doth alſo beget a general Com 
tempt among Mea for one another, becauſe it 
renders Marriage Vile and Diſhonourable in 
their Eyes, tho' it be the ſource of Mankind; 
Hallow'd and Inſtituted by God himſelf, and 
therefore ought to be accounted Sacred by all 
Mea, for that very reaſon. Ic does as mach 
as can be to fruſtrate the Ead which God pros 
posd by the Formation and diſtinction of two 
Sexes, viz. the Propagation and Multiplication 
of Mankind by means of Marriage, and there- 
fore he did not give two Wives to Adam nor 
two Husbands to Eve. 

Thoſe who are addiced to this Vice have no 
regard for one another, bur only with reſpe& 


to their impure Inclinations, and if they don't- 


think them as bad as themſelves, they do all 
they can to make them ſo, and to corrupt them 
by all Methods,. either diretly by themſelves 
or indirectly by others ; hence it comes to paſs, 


that we (ee every day ſo many handſom Women: 


of 


' Families, thus 
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of good prey hn and many times of: good 
s ſeduced and drawn away, which 
is a borrid Miſchief, for which choſe who have 
remainder of Conſcience lefc, cannot bur” 
grieve, In the eſteem of thoſe Debauchees, 
I Gy,((who afſoon as they immerſe 'emſelyes in 
thoſe Villanies, loſe all Senſe of Religion, and 
of the Excellency of Man and the Nobilicy of 
his Extraction } Mankind is valued but little 
above Dogs and Swine, which they ſee Engen- 
der much in the lame manner as they do them- 
ſelves, that is to ſay indifferently, with all of 
their Species that they meet , according to 
their brutal Appecites, wichour reaſon or con- 
fideration, without any regard 'to God , the 
Good of Society, or che Honour and Dignity. 
of Man ; .ſo that they corrupt themſelves in what 
they know naturally, as Brujt Beaſts, as the Holy 
Scriptures exprels it. . | = 
Hence it is, that in Society there is ſo little 
Charity, Friendſhip and ReſpeR for one ano- 
ther, adebauch'd Man looks upon all Women 
to be tainted with this Vice. Women com- 
monly ſhew leſs diſreſpe& for debauched Men, 
than Men ſhew for Lewd Women; yet at the 
Game time, they would have more eſteem for 
thoſe that they believe to be free from that 
Vice, _ renders thoſe that are tainted 
with it C ay even £0 perſons that are 
moſt Vicious themſelves, tho' they make uſe 
of them for aſſwaging their bruciſh Luſt ; and 
hence it comes that they do readily call all 
Women Whores and Bitches, and Children 
Sons of Whores or Young Dogs, which an 
| 100s 
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fGons thany Quarrels, Law-Suits, and Infolen- 
cite —_ _— al N 
- Tr is got ro be expreſied what prejudice t 
Vice does - co Commerce, in thoſe Countries 
which lye Commodioufly for Traffick by Sea, 
and therefore are oblig 


nouriſhes and entertains this Vices if the Ma- 
giſtrates be not perſons of Honour, love the 
Poblick Welfare , and keep good Diſciple; 
and the Conſequences of it are more miſchie- 
vous in fuch Countries 'than elſewhere s from 
this it was that Plaro ſaid, Mare improbitatis 
Magiſter, the Sea teaches Wickedneſs 3 and 
hence alſo it 'was that the Poets feign'd that 
Venus was bred of the Froth of the Sea z and 
that a Latine Poet expreſs'd it thus , Hiſpans 
Navis Magiſter , dedecorum pretioſus Emprov , 
implying, that Maſters of Ships ſpare no-coft 
. to debauch Women. There is nothing more 
contrary to. the growth of a State, either ig 
number of Men g& Riches, chan to ſuffer 
Whordom to go .unpuniſhed. © | 
. Te troubles me to think rhact arnongſt ſo 
able Men who have trexed of Commerce, 
what is contrary to it, none of them have 
obſerv'd that this Vice is one of the chief 
Obſtacles. to the Profperity of a Nation. - 1 
know a State, to which I wiſh well from the 
bottomof my heart, to which it occaſions the 
loſs of diverſe Millions per 4nnum, which 1 
could eafily demonfirate, and am very cerrain 
that if they would give neceflary Orders in 
good earneſt, for preventing it, Which would 


d to take more care. 
therein than others, becauſe Plenty produces, 
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hot be ſo difficule to do neither; - 25 is'generally 
believed, at leaſt for the greateſt part; there 
would be abnndance"of mnore people than 
there are, and Trade, Arts, ' Manufacture and 
Agriculture would thrive there a grear deal 


= + 


' | betrer than they do; Men; Women and Chil- 


dren would be abundantly more healthful, :and. 
fewer of them would in compariſon die of 
Conſumptions, Gt ; 
This Vice muſt be abundantly greater in 
Popiſh than Proteſtant Countries, becauſe the 
Popiſh Clergy favour it by their Principles, 
Avricular Confeflion, their own Example, an 
that of the Court of Roms, as alſo by the 
eaſineſs of Abſolution in Confeſfing themſelves 
_ Prieſt, _ is SE —_— if _ 
mpurities, or'by giving him Money, a goo 
Dinner, or hiteing him to ſay Mafles, &e. The 


Unchaſticy of 'all their Clergy, Male and Fe- 


male, cauſed by their Celibacy and Execrable 
Morals , as well as by the Example of the 
chiefeſt Prelates at Rome, is a very great-preju- 
dice to Popith Kingdoms, which: it fills with 
Adulteries, Fornication, Inceſts and Crimes 
yet more Execrable, yea with Millions of open 
and hidden Crimes, as Abortions; Murthers 
and fach like, for the Clergy who are guilty 
bf choſe Vices, make no (cruple ſo they can 
but conceal them; to murther both the Mothers - 
and Children. -Þ | | | 3 
As to Proteſtant States , it's well enough 
known, that they are infected with this Vice 
by the Neighbourhood of the Popiſh ones, and 
Its confidently CE not without ground: 
' 2 that 


i468 


that in the two laſt Reigns, all thoſe ſorts of 
Diſorders were favoured in Erglerd, for the 
berter. and more eafie Eſta liſhmeac of 


Popery. 


Article XVIII. relates to the Drunkenneſs 
of the Popiſh Clergy, which as well as their 
Incontinence is chargeable upoa the Morals 
of their Church ; for the greateſt part of the 


Clergy-men except ſome Biſhops and Curartes | 


in the biggeſt Towns, and ſome particular 
Men in Monaſtries , are Drunkards, and by 
their Example the Common People do moſtly 
become ſo. 

This Vice does likewiſe occaſion abundance 
of Miſchief,tho” much leſs than the other; as I 
could here demonſtrate,contrary to the opinion 
of ſome Men, if it were proper. The trath 
of chis appears by this one thing, viz. that the 
Popith Clergy are unchaſte by Principle, and 
ina manner of neceſſity, becauſe Marriage is 
forbid to them, chat ſo they may have leſs de- 
peadance upon the State, and may be more 
profitable, and apply themſelves with the grea- 
ter Application to the Intereſts of the Pope 
which they call the Church. And beſides, this 
Libertinage which pleaſes them infinitely, 
mzeke$ chem love the Pope and his Religion, 
which grants them ſo great Priviledges,whereof 
others are depriv'd, viz. that they may enjoy 
Women without any trouble, as it's ſaid to be 
praQis'd by the Repablick of Yerice, who to 
afſure themſelves of the Fidelicy of their 
Clergy, grant them a greater Liberty in this 
MAactteer 
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matter ; than is allowed in other parts of 
Italy. | 

Now one may eafily Judge what diſorders 
this Example of the Libertinage of the Clergy 
muſt netelfarity proffuce in Society, and whac 
Ravage they make ' of the Womens Chaſtity, 
by their Auricular Confeſſion and Abſolution, 
and what inflaence thoſe things have upon the 
Women and Maids, who are by this means 
delivered into their hands as a prey. Another 
Reaſon which proves that Fornication is incom- 
parably more miſchievous in a Conntry, than 
Drunkenneſs ; is this, thar it is a Crime com- 
mon to both Sexes 3 So that icis hard ro ay, 
which of the two is moſt addied'to it, 


whereas Drunkenneſs is more particularly the 


Viee of Men. Another reaſon is this,  thar 

Whordom being contrary to Propagation, as 

I have faid alrgggy , and corrupting all the 

Sources of tion in a particular manner, 

and ruining the Bodies of Men, Women and 

Children, as much and more chan Dranken- - 
neſs ruins thoſe of Men, It is certain that it is 

abundantly more pernicious than the other. I 

could bring 30 more reaſons to prove” this, if 

the place were proper: — 


This laſt Article concerning their-Drunken- - 
nels, I ny Fame this Sn "does 
great prejudige to a y , it it were no 
more bur by the loſs of the Wine, Brandy, 
Cider, &c. which they conſume without nece(- 
ſity. Bur-beſides, this Vice rains abundance of 
Families, ſhortens _ Days of ny of 

3 en 
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Men as well as the other, tho' in lefler number, 
occaſions the loſs of a great deal of time, with 
many. Quarrels and Murders, and. makes people 
brutiſh and dull as well as Fornication. 

But we will lay a{idethoſe two laſt Articles, 
if ' the. Reader pleaſes, and count them as no- 
thing '(tho' the prejudice they do, goes farther 
than. can be imagined) for it's clear enough 
that the others which I have propoſed already 
occalion above two hundred Millions lo 
per mum, throughout the Kingdom of Frazce, 
and they can. be. aſcrib'd 'to nothing elſe but 
Popery, whereas they may perhaps cavil at the 
rxo laſt, and ſay that the Proteſtants are 
incontinent and likewiſe drunken as well as 
the Papiſls. 


' If it be well adverted to, it will be found. 


that four of the 18 Articles, that I have pro- 
pos'd, do alone amount to above 200 Millions 
of Livres per Azn«m, viz thoſe of their Holy- 
days, the Eſtates of the Church that are in 
 Mainmort , Lent and other Faſt-days, and the 
few Taxes that the French Clergy pays in com- 
pariſon of the reſt of the people 


pery occaſions the {ame Miſchiefs propor-. 


cionably in all other Papiſh Countries, and 
in ſome more, as Spain and Portugal, which it 
hath openly diſpeopled 2-07 the Incontinence, 


of their , and the Con- 


_ and Cel 
ſequences of theſe Diſorders , by the great 
number of their Ecclefiaſticks, the Spirit of 
Perſecution and the Perkdiouſnels of Popery, 
in the Expulfion of the: Moors and Jews, and 
by their luguiſtion, &r. 
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But as /taly is neareſt to che Court 
the 4 chereby pea be greater Vee Te 
than other Nations. All Sins againſt Nature 

are in Vogue there, and Poyloning, 
Impoſture , and a certain Effeminag; 
Comardlinels {Fe the Prieſts $5 Ine. 


the Fall ence of the © 040 a na of 
I, and Generolity - of the Antient Rowan, 
(ern, and that there is no Country more 
eaſe robe conquered by z pawexful Neighbour 


France is allo 0 caving to Popery py the Court 
of Rome, for their having ed her in 
meaſure, with the Hrs bo gin of . 
Oe ROT AJS ep: 
:aly, that the Spaniards ſay of the Iralians 
are infected therewith, 1: 1talia. todos; 4 
thoſe Crimes the Religious Conyents gs 
naſtries, the Monks, Jeluices and. their $c 
lars, with ſame great Men in; Br ances, are 


d. 

Ic alſo well enough known, that the Arc 
of.-po was. brought into France, es 
ltaly F by the Eccleſiaſticks. : 

— The Malteces , or the. © out Ipatyl views i 


Calamicy. ancrod d.apes.. Hy France by 
xranion vic - 9 A 
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their Miniſters have furniſhed them with Leſ 
ſons of the lame. 

| _ ocations, Perfidiouſneſs in all Treaties, 
Ambiguous Expreſſions in all TranſaRions and 
Publick Acts, have been Conſecrated by the 
Ex2mple of Popiſh Councils, eſpecially that 
of Trent , which form'd a great number of 
Pecrees, capable of diverſe contrary Senſes, 
which have occaſfion'd Diviſions among diverſe 
Sets of their Monks, and many of their = 
wines 3 whereof that Infallible Tribunal , 
they call it, of the Pope and his Cardiol 
would never determine the Senſe, for fear of 


difobliging ſome one of the Parties, though 


they do it every day in the moſt Inſolent and 
Irapudent manner, in regard to the Word of 
God, to which they attribute the moſt abſurd 
and extravagant Sence imaginable, with a fur- 
prizingImpiety. 


-All Ezrope in general is oblig'd to the Court Il. 


of Rome, for the falſe and carſed Politicks that 
Reigns almoſt-in all irs Courts, and hath bant 
{bed thence, Probity, Sinceriry, upright Inter 
£ions, Fidelity , Juſtice, Truth , Generofity; 
ſo that. they are new flld with Cozenage, 
Deceic and Efleminacy. 

The Court of Rome is moreover become a 
grand Pattern and Teacher: of Irreligion and 
Prophanity, now for ſeveral Apes. 

AA is from the Popes that Roman Catholick 

bave learned:co profane the Chriſtian 
Religion; _———— People - daily, by/ of 
Fr 'of : temporal Rewards, to abjure the Re- 
on of jeſus Ct Gif to follow theirs, of _ 


pan of 
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we ſee fad Examples every day , as to the 
Church of Rome, and even of ſome Sovereign 
Princes. | 

We have reaſon to ſay when we confider all 
thoſe things well, that the Papacy or the Pope, 
deſerves abundantly better the Title of Infidel, 
or Hereditary Enemy of Chriſtendom than 
the Turk, tho' be affames to himſelf the Name 
of the Common Father of Chriſtendom. 

If any Opiniater will-fti!] take upon him to 
deny that Popery does not occafion the loſs of 
200 Millions per Amur, through the Kingdom 
of France, I am ſatisfied that he wont be ac- 
counted any great Maſter of Reaſon, by ſach 
Judicious Perſons as have read my Arguments. 
Bur I ſay however, that tho' it ſhould not 
amount to above one half or one third of that 
Sum , it wouid be an Argument cogent 
enough for the aboliſhing ic, and ſaffictent 


. proof. of the Falſhood of that Pretended Re- 


ligion. 

py _ thoſe direful Effets which Popery 
occafions perpetually and neceſſarily in- the 
Dominions that are thereunto Subject, I have 
not taken any notice of thoſe which may be 
call'd Paſſing and Accidental, though they have 
alſo a determinate Cauſe , and proceed from 
the ſame Original, viz. the firſt Principles of 
Popery, which we may call the Soul of it, and 
conſtitute the eſſential Form of the Church 
of Rome, vis. Ambition, Pride and Avarices 
which have made, and do make from time to 
time, an horrible Ravage in Chriſtian Coun» 
tries, nay , through che whole World. 1am 
certain 


( 90) 
certain, that if we ſhould reckon up thoſe acci- 
dental Miſchiefs, which Popery occaſions from 
time to time in Frarce,the Sum would be much 
ebove 2e0 Millions per Anmum. How man 
Unjott Wars hath it Kindled in France, bot 
Tateſtine and Foreign ? Hiſtory tells us,that the 
Ambition of the Popes was the canſe of the 
Mahometans ſabduing part of Europe , and 
that the Empire of the Eaſt, of Chriſtian be- 
came Mahometan 3 The Ambition of the 
Popes hath alſo torn in pieces the Empire of 
the Weſt , and ſpoil'd its Emperours of part 
of their Dominions, even of Rome it ſelf, and 
made them their Vaſlals and Slaves io a manner, 
ſo as to tread uponthem in perſon ſometimes 
with Impunity ; {o- that by the Ambition of 
the Roman Clergy and their Popes, the Enx 
pire is no other than a meer Shadow of what 
it formerly m, IRS bs the ork 
Jr 1s very we wn - that by the perhidy 
onſneſs of the Pope, the Turks rendred hear 
ſelves Maſters of Hungery, the Court of Rome 
baving oblig'd the unhappy King V!44//1a% to 
violate his Faich and. break che Treaty he had 
T which Violation was fol- 
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Clergy, have been conſtantly - aſpiring to the 

Univerſal Monarchy, and have made jr their 

conſtant buſineſs ro ſow Diviftons bertwixt 

Chriſtian Princes and their Subjects, and to 

kindle War among(t thoſe Princes; to weaken 

yo by one another, that ſo they might bring 
m 


bitrators and Maſters of their differences, and 
aways caſt Ballance- on the fide of their 
own latereſt, without any regard co Honour or 
Juſtice, and that not by Armies or opea Force, 
but by the Jatrigues of Confeſſors, Monks 
2nd Proftitutes, or as the Scripture repreſents it 
by cheir Cups, Dranghts and Witchcrafts, as be- 
cometh the great Proſticuce that hach made the 


the V Vine of her Fornication. 
without .cealing, Divifons and FaRtions in all 
the Countries of. 


Proteſtants, by their Emil | 
' they imploy in great gumbers inorder to bring 
gradual) 
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Me nifs Pontifices juſſiſſent rumpere fe duc, 
Nonferret Scythicum Pannonis ora ſugum, 


May be thus Engliſh'd, 


By Popes command had 1 my League ne'r broke, 
Pannonia ze'r bad felt the Scythian Yoke. 


For above 1000 years the Popes and their 


under their Yoke. 
By this method they make themſelves Ar+ 


ings and the Princes of che Earth drunk with 
They ſtill foment-aow as formerly, and 


FE, EVEn am 
xcret Emiſlaries monge 


y under their Yoke, one way or 
other 
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other, by 2 Million of Crimes: A famous 
" * Spaniſh Polititian * who knew their 


"Las Em- Game well enough, ſaid that there is 
rh —& not ſo much as a Sword drawn, nor 
vedra, A Pike carried in Chriſtendom, that 
hath not been ſharpen'd in the Forge 
of Rome. No ſe Saca eſpada,non ſe arbela pica, cuy 
_ el bjerro no eftuviere aguzado en la fraga de Roma. 
They had the greateſt ſhare in the War newly 
concluded , and made their profit on't, tho 
the fimple Vulgar are apt to think they have no 
hand in it. : 

No Body is Ignorant of the cunning Inven- 
tion, made uſe of by the Popes formerly. to 
bring part of 4/ under their Yoke, without 
putceing themſeives to any charge, and at the 
ſame time to increaſe their own Authority 
and Conqueſts in Europe, at the expence of the 
Chriſtian Princes, whom they diſpoil'd. Their 
way was to perſwade thoſe poor innocent 
Princes to go in Perſon to Afia, with great 
Fleets and Navies, to chaſe the Mahometans 
from that Country , for which end the Popes 
call'd it the Holy Land; as if that Land bad 
been holier than another, afcer having pur che 
Lord Jefas Chriſt tro death. And while thoſe 
Princes were in that Country, with numerous 
Armies of their Subje&s, by which they diſ- 
peopled their own Dominions, the Popes 
deavoured to make themſelves Maſters of effe 
ſame, or at leaſt ſack'd their SubjeRs to the 
bone, and drain'd out all the Riches of their 
Countries by means of their Clergy. France 
and England ſuffered very much by this _ 
anc 
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and we have no reaſon to doubt but they would 
have been much more rich and populous, had 
it not been for that. 

All the World knows that the Romiſh 
Clergy or Church, bath deſtroyed or caus'd to 
be deſtroyed by their Orders , more people 
pader pretence of Religion,than all che Heathen 
Emper and more than all the Nations of 
the habitable World , have done upon that 
account - fince the Creation of the World. 
France and England can teſtifie this from fad 
Experience. : 

It's well enough known, that their Councils, 
that is to ſay the Luminaries of Popery, the 
moſt enlightened , and fincere part. of the 
Church of Rome (a mark of the Abſolute Re- 
bation of that Church, for ſeveral Ages.) 

r's well enough known, I fay, that | 
Councils haveeſtabliſh'd it as a Maxim or Rule 
for ſeveral Ages paſt, that they are nor oblig'd 
to Faith with Hereticks, and that Princes 
zre obliged on pain of eternal Damnation and 
the loſs of their Dominions to deſtroy rhem. 
Wheace it comes to paſs, that not only all the 
Murders, Robberies, Perjuries, Rapes, and all 
Crimes in general are permitted , but com- 
manded againſt all thoſe Chriſtians who oppoſe 
themſelves never o little, to the Intereſts, Ty* 
ranny, or Ambition of the Pope and Clergy; 
which Sentence doth 2 forriorz , include alſo 
Jews,Pagans and Mahomerans,when the Charch 
of Rome ſhall think meet, ſeeing it is clear that 
they ought not to have any more favour ſhew'd 
them than thoſe they call Hereticks. From 

.. thoſe 
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thoſe Principles have proceeded fo meny Mai 
acres, Perſecutions, Violations of Faith, Re. 
ligious Wars, Croiſades and Leagnes to extir- 
pate thoſe who were called Hereticks. Hence 
alſo proceeded many Afaflinations of Princes, 
and FRpages upon their Lives, which France 
hath often had experience of ; hence came the 
Civil Wars in yn and Ireland, the burning 
of Towns, and Conſpiracies againſt the Seate, 
One of the Kings .of France was former| 
whipp'd at Rome, in the Perſon of. his Ambal 
fador, by the Popes Order, which is the higbeft 
Tenominy that can be done ro a Nation or 
Prince. And if we have not freſh and dah 
Inſtances from their Church, of fuch decreg 
25 thoſe of the Councils of Confance and Zu 
teran , or {ach remarkable demonſtrations of 
rheir Pride and Cruelry ; it's nor becauſe chq 
have chang'd their Principles, but becaufe ther 


is no opportunity offers 'to do it with ſafety, 
pod for the advantage of the Pope." Ir 4s tf 
want of good will ; The Habit remains (til 
thongh the Acts are not continually exerted 
A Shoemaker, ſays Horace, though he lays fide 
all the Tools of his Art, and ſhuts up his'Shop, 
isa Shoemaker ſtill. | 


— — Alfenus vafer, omni | 
Abjefto inftrumento Artis, clauſdque tabern# 
Sntor erat, &c. 


e fee what that Church hath occaſion'd tobe 
one lately, and does yet at preſent in France 
againſt che Proteſtants , and what they would 
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have done in England; and for their Icquiſition; 
X ro PCS. by all thoſs rrook 
e tnay y ſeen, by all thoſe proofs 
es we have produc'd of the Natural and 
nd Tirlgion of ive, and Heplag 
eligion of Rome, e Happi- 
neſs aod Proſperity of Princes , Staces and 
le, that the ſaid Church and its Religion 
is falſe ro the higheſt degree, there p_— having 
been any Reli xn in the World fo contrary to 
che of Mankind. It hath no remainders 
of old Chriſtianity , bat juſt ſo much as is 
to conftitmee the Form of Antichri- 
ſtianiſm, by way of Excellence, that is to ſay 
the moſt Enmiry againſt Jeſus Chriſt,by 
aſcribivg co him all —_ of Idolatry and Im- 
piety, making him the Author of their Ty- 
ranny and Cruelty, and feigning an adherence 
to: him, like Jud, in order to berray him, and 
to diſhonour him the more, as an Adulreroas 
Woman «diſhonours her romnny, while at the 
fame time they perfecure his Foilowers with 
the height of Rage, and mM the Univerſe with 
Blood and Confuſion, and trample ander "ot 
ruin and devour Princes and their Subjects, 
all in che _ of Jeſus Chriſt. | 
e Religion being come from God, 
who is the Creator and Preferver of Men and 
Society, cannot tend to the Ruin nd Deftru- 
&ion of States, except we eftabliſh with the 
Manichees two eternal Dee one good 
and the orher evil, which is fo grols that it de- 
vers no Confuration. 


It 
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If the Romiſh Religion 'be good, with all 
thoſe Miſchiefs and Diſorders which we have 
ſeen, ic produces naturally and neceſſarily in 
all Countries where it obtains , God who is 
21l Juſt, all Holy and Holineſs it ſelf, the Pre. 


ſerver of Nations, and Mankind, and the Ay-. 
thor of the Old and New Teſtament, can 


neither be Juſt; Holy, Good, Wiſe, True, nor 
the Auchor and Preſerver of Humane Society, 


and the Old and New Teſtament cannot have 


proceeded from any other but the wicked 
Spirit. Abſit Blaſphemia. 


God muſt likewiſe, if the Religion of the 


Church of Rome be True, be. contrary to the 


Propagation of Mankind, which ic appears to 


be one of the favourite Deſtgns of Providence: 


He muſt alfo, according to them, approve of- 


Deceit and Impoſture, and Cozenage in the 


Miniſters of his Religion, and in his Worſhip, 
he muſt likewiſe love Injaſtice, Impiety, Pers. ' 
fidiouſnefs, Tyranny, Lazineſs, Idlenefs, Cru- 


elty, Incontinence, Robbery, Profanity, Per: 
jury, Hypocriſy, Murder and Calumny, which 


are ſo eſſential to the Popiſh Religion and the 


Roman Clergy. 

I leave itto Divines to treat of the Idolatry, 
Hereſfie, Superſtitions, &c. of this pretend 
Church, which agree ſo well, and are ſo yery 
becoming to all the reſt which we have ſeen 
and which cannot indeed be otherwiſe and 
are the oatural Effe&s of the Ambition of 
thoſe Miſchievous Creatures, as well as the 
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reſt 5 for'as Saint Chryſoſtome ſays well ?! 
i 3) of aigenwy ping # © qinagyias bow 6ivuis 
5. e. that Ambition or a defire of Dominion, is 
the Mother of Hereltes ; and therefore St. Paut 
reckons Hereſfie among the Works of the 
Fleſh. For the Popes not being.able co.eſta- 
blith their Authority. in the World , but by 
introducing thoſe PraQices into the Church,and 
the Diſorders. of which we have ſpoke before, 
that ruine all che Pgpiſh Nations; have been 
oblig'd entirely to corrupt the . Morals and 
Doctrine thereof; and to fuppreſs the Lighe of 
the Goſpel, which would bave diſcover'd their 
Exorbitancies and Iniquity ro. Mankind, and 
have inclin'd them to oppoſe their Ambition: 
For this reaſon they favoured all manner ' of 
Ignorance and Vice, that they might the better 
extinguiſh: amongſt Men , all Fear and Know- 
ledge of God, . ahd all Generofity. And ſeeing 
Men could not live without Religion good of 
bad, they afterwards hurry'd them head-long 
into all ſores of Idolatry and Impiety. - | 
If chey had not intirely corrupted and falſified 
the Chriſtian Religioo,. and People had known 
the Docrine of the Old and:New.Tefjament, 
they would never have ſubmicted to Practices 
and Cuſtoms ſo contrary to the Publick Good; 
Princes and their Miniſters .would never have 
ſuffered a Religion ro be Eftablithed among 
them , ; which} is fo much contrary to their 
Rights; Arts, Hasbandry; Manufacture, Com- 
merce,. Propagation, good Morals , and the 
"opuck Peace of Nations. ,.--. :-..-. ..'x 

Zr os bur read and conſider the Old. and 
H New. 
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New Teſtament, or only the Ten Command- 
ments of Gods Law, we ſhall ' find nothing 
commanded therein, but what is Excellent and 
Worthy of God, and wonderfully ſuited not 
only to the Temporal good and advantage of 
every Man in particular, but alſo to that of 
People and Countries, and the whole World 
in general; So that if the great Wits of this 
Ape, who pretend to be Menof Parts, though 


they.be indeed meer Fools, would confider this | 


fedately, they would be obliged to own, whe- 
ther they would or not , by comparing this 
with the Condu& of all the Politicians: in the 
World, and their Pretended Skill in the Go 
vernment. of their People , that there are no 
o:her Rules of True Policy, for regulating of 
Morals and making every particular Man s 
profitable as can be rerSociety, but thoſe that 
the.-Law of God and the Goſpel furniſhw 
with, and that every thing which 
agree with that, and is not conformable there 
pato, 15 nothing-elfe but Errour and Deſtry 
Gion. I don't mean only the Political Laws 
of Moſes, as they are call'd ro diſtinguiſh chem 
from the Morsl Law, under which the Com 
, monwealch of {f-ael became fo flourithing, 
and-was Peopled: m ſach a manner, as ſeems 
Incredible to thoſe that read their Hiſtory ; 


but I mean alfo and m_ the 'Moral Law, || 


which my jw ſtill- more” than 
. che Political Laws of that People, »tho* but 
very ill obſerved, to make them {o rich and 
powerful. I joyn alſo 'thereunto ar -preſent, 
the Goſpel which not only regulates our A&ti- 
ONS, 


does na 
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ons, buralfo ourThoughes and Words, and hath 
giv'n us 8 Model of Incomparable” C! atity, 
2nd furniſh'd us with new and powerful, M 
tives to this Yup by revealiog-to os C16 

the ſaving Grace of God, that we "tve.a 
in general, Princes and People, 3 ma {On 
in particular, 'Soberly, uRtly ag IL 
which comprehends al oh uty to Je. 7 

Neighbours and our ſelves, Ferri if 5 X: 


- acquit our ſelves, Men would not onlyb Gn 
ibs if 


y in the Life to.come, but alſo in 

ations would become incomparably.” more 
powerful, populous and rich than they ate;. To 
Godlinefi hatb the promiſes of this Life, 4nd. that 
which is to come : Which, of it (elf night be 
enough to convince our Deiſts (many of - F br 
value themſelves highly on the account of ie 
ſenſe and- ability, and think they are 
Govern Kingdoms ) of the Divine Aut WR 10 


| of the Holy Scriptures, if chere were a6 other 


proofs of it. 
en that Divine Book alone are the true Rules 
Policy to be found. 

All the World agrees in this without. thioks 
ing on it, when they fay thar Hound the 
beſt Policy, Yor! i ro ns to obſerve the Law 

I, andcauſe it to be gbſerv'd by others 
which is no leſs eſſentially Neceſſary for. rhe 


| es of the State than for Salvation. But we 


Church of Rome hath confonnded all -thofe 
Notions ,. :85 I have already faid, ard havin 

govern'd the World for a long time, bath 5 
wroduced a-curſed fort of Politicks into. the 
_ quite;contrary 308 that which the La of 
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od preſcribes, but ſuired indeed to her own 
Joctrine and Morals, by which after ſhe hath 
linded ' the Eyes of Princes and People, the 
ledds:chem whither ſhe pleaſes. 
_ It is cerrain, that if Princes and Magiſtrates 
2pplyed themſelves, as they ought, if it were 
00. mare but for their own Temporal Intereſt, 
and the good of the State, to make the Laws 
of God to be obſerved, by puniſhing Delin- 
quents. ſeverely, and if the Church concurring 
with the Magiſtrates, did her beſt by Do&tine, 
Example and Diſcipline, and if every particu- 
lar Perſon would alſo do their Duty, they 
would fee their Dominions, Provinces, Cities 
and Families flouriſh otherwiſe than ever they 
did hitherto. If it were thus, no Body would 
do to another what they would not have done 
to themſelves: Every one would have his own; 
Induſtry and Diligence would be much more 
in Vogue than *tis 3 Injuſtice which Reigns fo 
much at preſent in Courts of Judicature and 
Elſewhere ; Rapine, Robbery , Idleneſs; Im- 
poſture, Cozenage, and Deceit in Matters of 
Religion » Which have rendred the Popiſh 
Clergy ſo powerful by the Ruin of the Peo- 
ple; Bankrupts , Coiners, Murders ; Kage 
of the Poſt, Lying, Unfaithfulneſs, all of 
them ſo contrary to the Repoſe and Proſpericy 
of Countries , would be baniſh'd in a great 
meaſurez Cruelty and Perfidiouſneſs ſo eſſen- 
tia ro the Church of Rome, Incontinence 
which at this day makes ſuch a Ravage amongft 
Men, and is look'd on as a meer trifle without 
Puniſhment or Publick Cenſure, tho” I _ 
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bold to ſay, it is the root of All other Crimes; 
and occaſions more Diſorders at preſent- than 
Murder and Rabbery both, becauſe thoſe: are 
in ſome meaſure puniſhed ; Drunkeaneſs , 
Unfaithfulne(s .in Treaties; and publick and 
rivate Contracts3 the Spirit of Tyranny in 
rinces towards their Subjects, the Rebellion 
of SubjeRs againſt their Princes, the Diſobedi- 
ence of Children tro their Parents, &c. all of 
them ſo. contrary to Commerce, Propagation, 
and the Repaſe of People, thould. be extermi- 
nated for the moſt part. oy 
In a word; Vice being either baniſhed or 
repreſſed by ithe method of this true Policy, 
Vertue-would-take place, by which Nations 


ſhould proſper.at another rate than chey do, 
and Princes: would be incomparably more 


Potent. --\ Jn'this caſe alſo Men would be abun- 
dance more long-liv'd, healchful. and vigorous, 
Marriages would become more numerous ; by 


which -together-with the mildneſs of che-Gor 
' verament ,. the [Induſtry and Diligence of all 


ſorts of People, Countries would become 


infinitely more populous. 
Once more ſtill, I will adventure to (ay that 


it is ig the Holy Scriptures alone, that thoſe 
'wiſe Politicks are to be found, which are c+ 


pable of enriching a Nation and making it 
potent ; So-that the falſe Politicians of the 
World. have ſought for it in vain elſewhere 
for ſo many Ages, and all of them complain 

that they could never hitherto find ir. 
This does not hinder, but the - Wiſdom of 
God out of his profound and juſt Judgment, 
H 3 ſuffers 
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ſoffers--Tyrants ſometimes to proſper in their 
wicked Deſigns; ' by contrary Maxims, as may 
be i ſeen | by the example of the: Popes, who 
raking uſe of the Credir that:they had acquird 
inthe: Quality-of Biſhops of \Rome, ro domi- 


tee over Sovereigns and'their- People, under 


pretence-of Religion, have ſubjeRed both:the 
one'znd<the other, by Millions of Crimes of 
#1 forts) This is fo far from: deſtroying whar 
I have aid, thar it confirms the ſame, for if 
rlieyHhive- raisd- themſelves by thoſe wicked 
methods, they have done incredible Miſchiefs 
to Mankind 3 \which is juſt the ſame as in every 
Comitry-and City; there are Villains:who ſuc- 
wwed:m Robberies atid Injuſtice, though they 
belookA upon with horror, as” the: plagues of 
S6ciety ; who violate the Laws -of :God and 
rhe- State, and Ueſerve to be- totally. rooted 
C f, ; ; 4 Cars 55 | 2 
cf T bis is-it which hath oblig'd the Popes, in 
ordet to cover their Injuſtice,asThave alread 
$x4d;* ro corrupt arid change the 'Law of God, 
Ind td conceal the Scriptures from rhe People, 
and after having eſtabliſhed Morals” contrary 
rhereunts, to over-turn the Doarine of the 
Faith; that ſo there might be a proportion: be- 
their Opinions, and char their Tyracky mig 
fir Upm1ons, and that ther 4 yranny 
not be difcoveredby the inequality berwixr 
Hem. This is it that broughr forth che. Fine 
Doarine of Tranſubſtantiation,, 'of the Sa- 
critice of the Mats, the- Infallibiticy of tbe 
C hurch, and many orhers. 


For 
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For if they had not over-turn'd the Rights of 
God and Man in their Doctrine and Worſhip, 
as well as 'in the Government and Diſcipline 
of the Churchz and if they bad not exringui- 
ſhed all che Light of Revelation, as well as 
that of Reaſon, the Lighr'that ſhould have re- 
mained inche Docrine, would have diſcover'd 
their Tyranny and Injuſtice, and the incention 
they had to make themſelves Maſters of the 
World, and bring the fame under their fub- 
jection. ' So likewiſe if their | Eccleſiaſtical 
Government, their Maxims and Practice'bad 
been conformable to the: Scriptures and good 
Senſe, and had contain'd nothing contrary to 
good Order, and'the Proſperity of People ant 
Nations , and chat together with this, the 
Dodtrine and Worſhip of their Church! had 
been extravagant and ſenſeleſs, as they are at 
preſenr, Men would have fill preſerved one 
of icheir Eyes, and: not have been. alcogercher 
fo blind, butr'muſt have perceived the falſhood 
and injuſtice of--rhe one or the other, thar is to 
ſay- either -of - the Docrine which the Popes 
had-impos'd apon'them, or of- their Condu& 
in the Government of their Church, ' and -o 
would either | have demanded a Reformarion, 
or ſhook off: their Yoke ; o- that it's viſible 
that it was abſolutely neceflary for the Intereſt 
of 'the Church/'of Rome, that their Morals 
and alſo the External Government of their 
Church, and in one word, their 'whole Ty- 
rannical Economy” and their -Dodrines, ſhould 
an{wer one another. _ | 
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It is nothing but Ambition at the bottom 
wk hath occafion'd all theſe Diſorders, and'rhax 
alſo-by degrees, for no one Man could form 
the project thereof all at once, but ouring the 
many Ages that this Myſtery of Iniquicy has 
been at work, the Conrt of Rowe has improv'd 
all Occafions, and the Circumſtances of Time, 
Place and Perſons. | 

All this is apparently come to pals very na- 
turally, and by the lirtie that we know of the 
Corruption of. Meas Hearts, .we may perceive 


thatthoſe who are very Ambitious are able to' 


commit inſenfibly and by ' degrees, proportio- 
nably to the Oppoſition they meet with, whe: 
ther it be by the Eſtabliſhed Laws or by Men, 
millions of Crimes , and trample under Foot 
all Laws Humane and Divine. ks 
We have all of. us thoſe Seeds of Injuſtice 
and Pride,. and if God did nor reſtrain us by 
his Providence, but preſented ſuch opportl- 
nities unto usas he hath done to: the Popes, t0 
become Maſters of the World, we ſhould by 
degrees become as wicked as they. Nemo re 
pente fit turpiſſimus, No Man arrives to the height 
of Wickedneſs but by degrees 3 and in this 
cale Ambitious Perſons wonld reaſon with 
themſelves, much after 'the ame manner as be 
did formerly, who ſaid, $5 violandum eft jur, 
regnands cauſa violandumeſt z If it be lawful to 
break through Law in any caſe, -it is lawful 
to doit for -a Crown and-a Scepter. 
' The Heart of Man is univerſaliy and at all 


cimes the ſame. 


Let 
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Let us ſuppoſe, that ſome Ambitions 
Prelate had Authority enough among the Pro- 
reſtants ro Form ſuch Deſigns, as were thoſe 
of the Biſhops of Rom, to raiſe themſelves 
in the firſt place above other Biſhops and 
Prieſts, and afterwards over Princes and Peo- 
ple, they would go near to make uſe of the 
ſame methods as the Popes and their Clergy 
did 3 and as they ſhould receive oppoſition from 
time to time from thole that would endeavour 


' to. reſtrain and tie them up to the Laws of 


God and Men if they and thierSucceſfors thould 
overcome thoſe Oppolitions , they would by 
degrees ſuppreſs the Holy Scripture,over-throw 
all Morality,” and © introduce:an Univerſal-/dif- 
ſoluteneſs of Manners ; f{o:that' rhe Proteftznt 
or- Chriſtian Religion , - without changing its 
Name, for that to 'be ſure they would not do, 
ſhould become in the firſt place like that of the 
Church of | Rome, (in Government and Diſci- 
pline, and-next in Doctrine:and Worſhip, that 
is to ſay, a perfe& Brigandage or Robbery, and 
that Protetiant Pope ſhould become a Tyrant 
over Proteſiant Princes and 'People; by calling 
himſelf their'Common Father; and ſhould 
likewiſe become-Maſter of ' che States, Honour 
and Repoſe 'of::their Subje&s;, - without "any 
hopes of Reformation, . but by a Miracle 
wrought by the Almighty. . | 

They would alſo Eſtabliſh-an Inquiſition, and 
infinitely multiply the number of their Eccle 
faſticks, that [is to ſay their Guard-men, and 
would neither ſpare Perfidiouſneſs nor Cruelty 
to accompliſh their Deſigns , and to _—_ 
CE IO RY 2 
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and augment their Authority. They-would 
| pretend co [nfallibility as well as the Pope, and 
claim as much Right as he to change the Law 
of God, and to make that fin, which is no fin, 
and (in to be accounted Duty. They would pre- 
tend to all power in. Heaven and Earth, and 
would labour. inceſſantly co divide Proteſtane 
Princes amongſt themſelves , and with their 
Subjects, weaken them by all means, that they 
might keep a curb in their Jaws, and hold them 
in dependance upon themſelves. They would 
raiſe wars for them without number, maſlacre 
thoſe that ſhould- oppoſe their Impieties and 
Ambition from rime to time .3 nor would they 
be wanting if they. found it neceſlary to have 
Orjjers of quo page mar = Monks 
eſuites, or worſe than thoſe i could, 
under other. Names, and wonld likewiſe Af- 
ſemble Councils, wherein they. would Etabliſh 
and Make Decrees, like thoſe of Conftance, 
Lateran and Trevt : Et totus Orbis Proteſtantinn 
eviraretur ſe efje Antichbrifianmum ; {0 that the 

whole Proteſtant World ſhould wonder at i 
being become Anti-chriſtian« ._. ” 
So that while 'the Pope_and the Romiſh 
Clergy, are poſleſſed of a power of Domi- 
pion and Rule, and that they will always be, 
ple6 God ſtir up ſome great and -potens Prince 
to bring that raſcally Crew to themſelves, as I 
hope he will z but until chat rime chey muſt 
always of necefſity- be cruel and perfidious. by 
their Principles and Maxims, .and pretead/to 
Fofalblic in their Do&rine, Worſhip and 
Morals, becauſe they have neither _ NOT 
| oun- 
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Foundation for their Ulſurpations, which are 
palpable and groſs; for if they bad, they could 
no-more be charg'd-with Ulſarpations-and In- 
juſtice, 3nd if they WETE NOT LUiurpers, they 
would not maintainitheir own Rights nor Gods, 


- as: they impiouſly-pretend , ' by. committing {9 


many. Crimes, - and pretending to. Infallibility, 
with ſo much Impudence as they.do, when-they 
find ao other way to; colour their Impieries: 
There's none bur unjuſt and barbarous Ulſar- 
pers; ay can make uſe of thoſe pretences-as 
they do. we”) 
The moſt clear-fighted Proteſtants ordinarily 
look : upon the Thaurch-of Rome, !in: regard of 
etaien a54 EMlly ot ones. om 
perſtitions , Errors aſphemons Da- 
Arines; and in regard. of their. Motals 14S 4 
Compoſition of Perfidiouſneſs and: Infideliy; 
Cruelty, Impuricy. and: Pride 3 and: they Judge 
thatall-thoſe rogether conſtirute, and make up 
the eſfential Form of that Churchs and they are 
not deceived. But at the bottomit is Ambis 
cion-2lone, as I have ſaid, which hath 'produc'd 
and maintains all choſe things, and--is} the Soul 
of their - Church. |. One proof -of- this is, 
that there's no Met who do: leſs believe their 
Dodrmes than the Men of Parts / amongſt 
themfelves, who govern all , but chiefly the 
Court of Rome. 1n their Civil Converſation 
among \other Men, they don't appear _ 
worſe than they, as/has been ſaid already ; an 
there'sno room to doubr, but if che Pope and 
his Clergy could: be affurd by the Orthodox 
Church, that in caſe they wonld embrace the 
Pure 
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pure Chriſtian Religion of the Proteſtants; 
they ſhould have the (ame Dominion and Pow: 
er over the Kings, Princes and People of the 
Earth, and the ſame Revenues, Dignities and 
Means to advance all thoſe who adhere to 
them ; there's no doubr, I-fay, bur they would 
_w i6 how wicked fo ever they may be; 

canſe it -is more conformable to Scripture, 
Reaſon and the Natural-Light of Conſcience, 
which oft pinches them, nocwithſtanding their 
profound and inveterate Habits of Error and 
Crimes. | , | 
- I confeſs that it were impoſflible for their 
Tyranny: and Authority to (abſiſt with that 
Religion, -which is pure Chriſtianity, and 'the 
only Religion ' becoming the Excellence of 
Man, -and therefore rhey: were obliged to root 
it out of the 'Church of Rowe, thar ſo: they 
might reign in. it. But chey have ac leaſt fo 
much Equity, chat Men of Senſe among . chem 
who wonld perſwade others to embrace their 
Communion; don't demand thar they.thould 
believe'their Dodrines,” which they have no 
eſteem of them(elves, but'only that they ſhould 
go to their Church, and for other (things, 
permit chem ro believe as they pleaſe. * + 

It muſt then be purely and (imply Ambition, 
and a defire of Dominion, which hath ruined 
the Charch-of Rome or the Clergy, and which 
continues-to ruin them ſtill 3 take bar that Vice 
away from them, their. Tyranny wul ceaſe, 
Chriſtian Morality would reafſume -ics_ place, 
thy would neither be Idolatrous, Superſtitious 
nor Heritical, Cruel nor Perfidious. bo 4 
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ſubſtantiation z and: the Tofallibility of theie 
Chorch , and all other monſtrous Opinions 
would fall, their Diſcipline , Obſervations ; 
Cuſtoms and Ulſages ſo pernicious to the Wel- 
fare of People and Countries, ſhould be abo- 
liſh'd, and we ſhould ſee Induſtry, Arts, Manu- 
facures , Commerce , Agriculture , Sciences 
flouriſh every where, and their Clergy them- 
ſelves would become Chriſtians upon the mat- 
ter, and honeſt Men. TY 
Though there never was any Religion in the 
World more contrary to the Goſpel] and Rea- 
ſon, than that of the Pope, in regard of 
Doctrine and Worſhip 3 yer I will adventure 
to ſay, thar it is {till more deteſtable, in regard 
of the Tyranny which is exerciſed therein by 
the Pope and his Clergy. | 
For the better underſtanding of this, I 
maintain that if it were poſſible there were 
but two Religions in the World, one whoſe 
Dorine, was well Founded on Scripture and 
Reaſon, but the Morals Impious, and the 
Maxims of Ecclefiaſtical Government Tyran- 
nical, and tending tothe Opprefſion and Ruin 
of \Princes and their Dominions. And that 
on the contrary, the Docripes of the other 
were Abominable , contrary to Scripture and 
good Senſe, but its Moral Practiſe Good, and 
is Eccleſiaſtical Government tending to the 
advantage of Sovereigns and their People, to 
make Countries Flouriſhing, Rich and Popu- 
tous, and maintaining Peace and Tranquillity 
in them. There's no Man of Senſe, but would 
confeſs the ſecond Religion would deſerve the 
ro- 
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ProteQion of the Seate better. than the firſts 
So that if the Proteſtants ſhould become 1do- 
latersand Hereticks,8: ceachTranſubſtantiation, 
Pargatory, the Invocation of Saints, Adoration 
of the half of one of the two Sacraments, 
and that of Statues and Images, or ſach like 
Doarines z their Morals and Maxims of  Ec- 
clefiaſtical Government, remaining ' the ſame 
as they are at preſent, that'is to ſay, allowing to 
God, Princes and People all their Rights; as'to 
what relates to Morals and the Government 
of Church and State, their Religion ſhould 
better deſerve the Prote&ion of the State, 
than that of a Church, which ſhould deteſt 
Tranſubſtanriation, Purgatory, &c. and 2t the 
ſzine time by their Maxims, Obſervations and 
Tyranny fill the World with Deſolation and 
Vice, and ruin Princes' and People , as the 
Roman Religion does. | | 

So that it appears hence , that the Church 
and Religion of ' Rome, are yet more abotnina- 
ble by their Tyranny and Morals, than by their 
Idolatries and Errors, The Pope and his 
Clergy are more Antichriſtian by the Tyranny 
that they Exerciſe ' over the. Souls and Bodies, 
the Eſtates } Honour , Life and Repole of 
Princes and People , than in regard of -their 
Speculative Impieties and Wor(hip.  'Bur'I 
confeſs, that the one cannot be without the 
other. Where there is ſach an horrible: Ty- 
ranoy, Religion cannot long remain 'pure- in 
Doctrine, and where the Opinions'are fo mon- 
firous, their Morality and Church-Govenn- 
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ment muſt needs become deteſtable and tend 
to the ruin of States. = 

I confeſs that in relation toGod, it is equally 
impoſlible, according to Scripture, for private 
Idolaters, and thoſe that praiſe a Morality 
deftruRive to Society, to be ſav'd ; Sorhar in 
that reſpe& the matter is equal, but it is not 
ſo with reference to the State. 

Experience teaches us that there are Idola- 
ters whoare Morally Honeft, as to Dealings 
betwixt Man and Man, and good: Country- 
men , who deſerve the Protection of Magi- 


ſtrates, and thar there areil] Men amongſt the 


Orthodox, who deſerve to be cut off, or cha- 
ſtiſed ſeverely , as Murderers, Fornicators » 


| Robbers, &c. 


-- As to Sovereigns and all Magiſtrates , 
the good of the State is always. 'preferr'd to 
that of the Church, as: Nature in order pre- 
ceeds Grace, and the Light of- Reaſon that of 
Faich. For the Church cannot-ſubfiſt wichour 
the State, but the State can ſubſiſt well enough 
without the Church 4 hence it follows ' char 
Diſtarbers of che'Publick Peace, and choſe 
that plunder and rum- People; deſerve berter 
to-be cut off or baniſhed out of a. Country 
than Idolaters or Hereticks, that don't trouble 
the State. And that the Church of Rome who is 
guilty of - both, - that is'ro fay;-ruines Srates 

and is -Idolatrous , deſerves more to be de- 

omg 'vpen the former account than the 

atter. S955 4-4 wave, | 
_ Hiſtory informs us, that” the Spirit of Do- 
mineering *and+ Tyranny began firſt = _ 
£ -burc 
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Church of [Roxe, after which Vice ind” Ipna# 


r3nce, and next Idolatries and Herefies infeeg: 
her in Crouds, and deſtroyed all her Doarine 


and Worlhip. For the Popes did: firſt atrack: 


the Temporal Rights of Sovereigns and 'Peo- 
ple, before: they . made any attempe upon'the 
Publick Worthip. | Peholieds, 
Had they been chaſtis'd for their Ambition, 
and kept -undgr as they ought, che Chriſtian 
Religion had not been deſtroyed utterly among 
'<m,and People and Princes would have preſer- 
ved their Rights. Ir is the Natural Order of 


the Ambition of the Popes and their Clergy, 


that in order to promote their Deſigns upon 
the Temporal Rights of Sovereigns and People; 
they make uſe of what they call - Spiritual 
Methods,to attain their end. Whence it follows, 
that Sovereigns ought to abhor them more for 
their. Ambition and Tyranny , than for their 
Doctrine, tho' the one cannor fubſiſt withour 
the other , and they ought not to delay one 
momenat the exterminating of ſuch a Religion 
out of their Dominions, when it is ſo clearly 
demonſtrated to 'em, as I have done that it lays 
them deſolate in ſuch a terrible and amazing 
MIS: > > 267): 5 YE. 

After ſo great a number of Political Reaſons; 
which ſo manifeſtly prove the falſhood of the 
Romith Religion, the Papiſts, who henceforth 
continue obſtinate,muſt find gut other Methods 
co palliate it, and nor apply themſelves to refare 
all our Arguments from Scripture, Reaſon and 
Senſe 2gain(}- their Opinions, and . pretended 
Myſteries, but to proye, if rhey can; that [+ 
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ane: and be the Religion of the State. 


"This: Treatiſe: vhbich -proves fo. evidenth, 
and? in a Method ſuited ro the: Capatity of. the 
 , moſt:Ignorant  and«Unlearned- Perſons, - the 
- :'Fal 2and Tranſcendent Malignity; of the 

+*Chmch of Rome and' her Religion, and which 

:T':defic 7all: or any of. them ever to anſwer, 

- will -hence-forward: rake off the Mask- from 

-all the>'Hypacritical Clergy of that Church, 

who though they believe nothing of their Re- 
- ligion : themſelves, - yet. they pretend to be fin- 
: cerely:of : her "Communion, under :a Counter- 
Feit Allegation, that the Holy. Scripture i is Ob- 
-ſcure,:and that the-ſaid Church ..is Infallible; 
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We ſhall thareover have more Realo 

than ever to. look upon, a Fpteladite bo 
Princes ot Subje&s, that, ren 
the Reformation. or. ra 

Dug" opery, as, dec a 

, ſeeing Popery, is evidently, ;prov'd.. 
be wh Bane of all Coyntries; where it is.t 
obcaining Religion :* Nor can we in particyl 
entertain --afy more favourable Opinion : of 
thoſe Engliſh Proteltancs' who 'contitive- Jaco- 
bites, tho ugh. they. do;not.; change ©. their 
Religion. - .- 

This ſhould alſo make ſach Proteſtants bluſh 
who entertain. ,*.-or rather would: bring ot 
to-entertain 2 good Opinion: of the Church of 
Rome, as if it were til] a True Church, 
comparable. :in.an Gannon: -to.-the Church 'of 
England, or other. eformed Churches z. where- 
as there's. .g0.-more, compariſon to be made 
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therein Conſeirate and: Eſtabliſhed 'in;Formy 
of \Laws, with Anarhemas; .ſo-that if: thers 
were any--remamder- of - Chriſtianity \in- ehat 
pretended Chuwely before rheTamcibof- Tr 
Fehich: is indeed very muctr:d be-doubted;s' 
was abſolutely'deftrayedithereby ;-eſpecially'if 
we'confider, chac'byVertneof the 
of'thar - prerended: :Counctl, 'yubere che-Prow 
Aintsconld not aſhR;vbecauſe: it was npt = 
s2d-all -was done therein: by Bribes;: Vao 


ond 'Treacheryy iadinſt the 'Protettations::of 


almoſt att the Prigvesof Europe: even: Papilts, 
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I fay, of the-Decifions of that Profane'-aadl 
Iimpious «Aflernbly,:the Pope-:and- his Clergy 
did afterwardsipart in practile-aliithe:'Cruelrics 
and:Barbaririss tmagioable, aw order roquench 
the: Light: of the:Goſpelinthe:Blood ofithe 
Reformews, and:did:alfo higti}y:raiſe-the fury of 
Their Inquifition,*which TribunaFaloneproves 
the. abfolate:Reprobation: bfiithe :Romith 
Chaurch;-bercer--than any thiog that was doae 
W'ithe Council: of T; rent, WW 
11/The'Church2of: Rome has: rerain'$:noebiix 
of Lhriſtiahiry buc:the Namej: and ſome firkbl 
*Appearancesof: is;:53n-order- toienmmach beret 
by them, juff as:thie Roners6f" 9 lglers, whioipar 
out:a Chriſtian Blag :whew chey-detign: wo en- 
ſhve: and fwaliobi-up the:Chbriftians 3 fora 
the. rein there's -nothing'iniche Ghurchiof 
—_ dodeery, \FerfidiouſeG, Grucley ad 
7 733 v WHEAP We ER {TEL 
v'y moths Ge eafonable/atts 'that after f0 
any and ſo: evident proolgznchat —_— 


<< ppg ND ncgGoYy  R_coW”THWOO CR2COO PPUID2AY TOP = 


bbs on, OF 14+ OY Pn Poo UY  'OÞ od O31 Py (BD ow Of "&: ETD WY , OT. PO OT PIR, OP £7 YU: bow 


- zpemy: of; al 
% 
£ 
fi s F 
CY o 
» # 


(199: ); 
CORE 


== 2, 


um JiGH 
% Cu 7 
Ag 


od 
20050» 
PU 44 


Wo 


(' r2e/ ) 


ena Obi 
as te loop' 


Wi 


inland in a Fong 
Te = 


they come: to: her 
pts 
; Thief), "Fa iſs Cote 


LE SA oaoth & 5 wont < oor 2 or. D Wwyb 


Mei. co a ocoAv=v©— ac 


Wo. 3 3. Brat 


k as 


4 WC WV, OOO FOX, OY bobs oi 


LMI 


 tmve as much Right to ſuch - Pretenſions 


- Pretence: of 
fnnt—g from i.wylion- they:wchain2 


Dite&and | were hodeſt Mien 
abd acted it choſe Starions a thoulardyears ago; 

Foriir- arBenns he iPopes ES 
be:Succedlors roi che Biſhops of: Awne; : wha 
were: as they prerend, the Succeſſors of: Saint 
Pnerrp/dats what: conſequence: cas. they: dave 
from; if in were erue:3- they are now 


Progr 7+" nuns nd es the 


(i 122: ); 

and his | [Clergys; who afeniote- 
Omen anudboky 
The Pope henand-his Clergy being without; k 
Contraverfp:;:; as 1. have:demonſtrated:, the: 
ret: Haemies- to. Jeſus: Chriſt;.and e6- ths] 


WBSTOPTDS 


ahey: CS ws Rill be ah o. pretend: 1thet 
Ecclefaftientt Mbflton;:and:; Miniftry? ze 5s: 
Naſt Godar Holme T Teuth-and: WiGom: tO: 


think {oz and uiphcrnay ſpeak fo 2: Eor:did; 
atult-his-Aurhority; | his: 
A Familgeto cta-Rebekiand his: greateſt: 


tx 


ond ry wy ny) 
NU ane opti 
Perſongcand: Beople.torthe:brifh 4 —_— 
cho-laieibogs Serviee ix Frovce, and;his own 
[nay chr mies,: andrhar they thould dxerciſe 
Authority. without onenti@gsNogtry: 
I ny AF late King: his: pight:j 
beicalleda truſting:the Sheep>:to. the 
EE 


pe PP UT] WT LT TFT T.-C-«S -S £5 


1 arte: $ oP 


(#23 ) 
acriealcd btPurdons 3: Unleſs, T- 

had ſorfealed hisPardonandregew'd 

his Com HE had | 


farfviced: his: 

fup;: How ih more thoodhath (che: 
Church forfeiredallherpretended 
by:chemulcimde!:of ber [folatries:;;: 
Execrable [NMforals,: and! by-hev yr 
Poincesand>Narions?: 1 1507 2015 ont ardfts 
es rent SIS 

gy, <a 
or bring Reaſon againſt theat; © rk they knit 
very | well» the:Scriprare!1 chem, 
otheruiiſe rh&y:would:uor: 


het 
Hearſt 


ofciic,: nor, tpeal cvich;; en difeſhntd diiche 
pig they:do-3/ its: jaſt; theukomeas i6:you 
endeavour tho. 


woutd .difpatetHibhweymes or 
 Proftitures ourpf:theur: way of. mere -wikiah 
they: havie:choſenc:before-2allLbehers omit 
ation never:to-abandbn:he ane) 12h, 
3:ir'ss api pints wad Sole amy nomen 


———— 
—— 7m 
:Soviety;? ry Ganvere: Mengiasdbeicalls it,: 
Religion Cats chere: be:iany! thing morgef- 
fronted Omar rng on > that 'pre 
Ghardch; ' v SS & n— 


WE 5 


at ariart —_— 
at che — time, that Jeſus Cliriicommanded 
wedhbould do' Ne the ESD that Sa- 
—_—_— es.andi 
ST 22: aan 
ON che] 


/ 


3222 TE PrAAPMASSBRrLUoao OYTHPHSiSC BPRAhAGSRSNMRS HYy. 


Dh 0445 lol? arte Papfeid 
and Addrs a 4 .many Cien- 
yay ne an) Fate did arhencthey oder 

WE haciies? thetic als 16 prevended Same, 


(25 ) 
whore death) andmeer Idols): that's:call'd in 
| Devidd1, the: Adoration 


NN in: , 
Devils, fack as is their probibi 
Gafticks to —_ an eating 6 


che 
"hubs Eommnd tem, _ 
9 4% 
Spirit of God ' had fought for the harſheſt 
Terms, to denote' tous in fome degree, the 


| Fedk 
atk 


I it were not forthe Riches of Proerys/ | 
the Princes and the mambers ofPeopte,who fot 
low chat Braff and f#/c Propher, according to the 
Prophecies of the New Teſtamenr, it would 
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when all ne World witt be we eonnde- 
ſand by Hiſtory that there hath ever been:im 
the World ſuch a Portentgus and Monſtrous 
Religion as that is,  Ipros 
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+. F promigd: at i the beginning of: this Work, 
rodemonfirate the great Advantages whichhe 
King: and 'Kingdom 'of France? might. reap by 
aboliſhing Popery'3/ in order ro-ſhew yp that 
fingle example; whar Advantage: other Popith 
Nations might reap by the:fame, and thegreat 
ones that E»g/znd 'and other Proteſtant -Coun- 
tries enjoy by the:Reformation : I ſhall there 
fore now ſay, that ſhould it. pleaſe Godto'put 
it-into the heart of the K. of France,who Reigns 
at preſent, :and who of a long-time ſeems:to 
a great-many- people, to be deſtin'd to do great 
things,” to deliver his Kingdam from the:Ty- 
Tranny of the Pope, he would -reap abundance 
of: more true glory from it-before God: and 
Man,: than he-would have done, had he been 
able to conquer the : whole World. That 
would be an Action truly Heroick, infinitely 
greater than- any-thing he/hathdone hitherto, 
and would be a: clearer demonſtration to the 
"World, chathe-bath a Great agd Noble Soul 
This return{to. God, to Himſelf and to-his 
People, would compenſate for all the paſt Miſ- 
carriages of his Reign, and preſerve thoſe great 
Titles, which- have either been given him by 
others, or aſſum'd by himſelf; as alſo the Glory 
of all the great things thathe may have done, 
Then indeed-he would deſerve the Title of 
Moſt Chriſtian King, which can never be pro- 
perly given to. a Popiſh Prince , becauſe 
opery and Chriſtianity are Antipodes to one 
cancers atleaſt as much as darkneſs is to 
1 = 4p 
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that Tyragpy; 


(. #2) 


-| It:is- well known: thar ever-fince he aſcerided 
| the-Fhrone, the honeſter ſort of 'Papiſts in hn 


Kingdom, bave-'entertain'd- hopes *chat;thi 


pw and glorious : Prince would: deliver-'It 


the-Popes diſgracefol:Yoke'; by" erent 
a Patriarch. Bur:iche Court: of: Rem bythe 
pe Counſels of -her Clergy,” who: have 
old rhemſelves to Iniquity, diverted/him-frotn 
thar'defign, by inſpiring /him wichifalfe: Ideas 
of :-che Glory and- Grandeur he'wotld-acquire 
by extirpating the Proteſtant Religion, which 
they call Herefie, out of his Kingdom,-that is 
to ſay; to perſecute ſuch True 'Chriſtians as 
were in the fame, with all mannersof Fury, 
in order to . ſubje'them to the Pope, - inſtead 
of making War upon that Grand: Enemy of 
Jeſus Chriſt , the greateſt that everthe had or 
can have. cd OL 

It muſt be confeſſed that the- defign of eſta- 
bliſhing a Patriarch in France, was very :conſt- 
derable, ſeeing by that means' they had de- 
fign'd to deliver the Kingdom from- a Forei 
Yoke, | as ruinous as poſſible, -but jtmuſe 


\ acknowledged on the other hand, that it would 


be abundantly and more afſuredly Glorious and 
Advantagious to Reform the National-Religion 
entirely from ſo many frightful Errors in 
Podrine, and fo great a number of Cuſtoms 
and Superſtitions , that are pernicious to the 
State, and were introduc'd into the ſame under 
the favour of that profound darkneſs, which 
the Tyranny of the Pope hath ſpread therein, 
and which in theix turn maintain and ſupport 


For 
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their own private Intereſt, and that of "thei? 
Clergy : And it-is- certain that their Religion 
is founded on no other Authority but thar of the 
Pope, and therefore Cardinal Palavicini had 
reaſon to ſay in his Hiſtory of the Council of 
Trent,call'd by ſome, his New Goſpel; Tarts gti 
Articolt della Religione unitamente confiderati non 
hanno altra certezza proſſima 'ed immediata the 
P Autorita del ſlunmo Poniefice ; 5.e. that all the 
Articles of their Religion, conſidered together, 
have no other certain and iminediate founds- 
tion, but the Authority of the Pope. So char if 
we reaſon conſequentially from-this Principle, 
the Popiſh Religion cannot be preſerved bur by 
the preſervation of the Papal Authority, from 
which ir derives all the Authority; that gives 1t 
any value in the eyes of the World. . © : 
Ic is alſo probable, that if a greater Reforma-. 


. tion were not made immediately upon the 


Creation of a Patriarch, the. Popes Authoricy 
would beagain Re-eſtabliſhed ; for he ſhould 
without doubt have always a great Parry: in 
the Kingdom, under the favour of that horrid 
Darkneſs which muſt have continned therein, 
if it had been no other bac for the Jefuites and 
Monks; who would be conſtantly Jealous thar 
the' Parriarch would pair their Nails. One 
Party of the Nation would always have enter- 
tained a Correſpondence with the Popes 
Friends, being united by their. Communion 
in the ſane Religion, excepting the Opinion of 
theAuthority of che Pope,tho'fome would have 
made ſemblance of rejecting that too, for feat 
of their King, yet they. _ eftectually gre 
yo 
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yout the Re-eſtabliſhment of the Papal Autho- 
rity- And fo much the more, that the Court 
of Rome would have been prodigal of their 
Treaſures, and have ſpar'd nothing on this oc- 
calion ro maintain their Tyranny : And more- 
over, i” the King who had created a Patri- 
arch, ſhould come to have died before the 
Reformation ſhould have been compleated, and 
2 Prince of leſs: Authority had Succeeded , 
there -would have been an end of the Patri- 
archat. | 
- This ere&ing of a Patriarch would not have 
pleaſed the. Popiſh Princes neither 3 ſo that 
they would have joyned with the Pope and the 
Party that adher'd to him in France, and would 
either have ſtirr'd up CivilWars there, or have 
made War upon it themſelves. ; 
. - Not could this imperfe&t Change have fatiſ- 
fied the Proteſtant Princes, who would always 
have look'd upon. France as Idolatrous and 
Heretical; and ready to return again to wallow 
10 that-mire, whence ſhe had made ſome Effort 
to ger our, and begun to liftup her head ; fo 
that they would never put any confidence in 
her. Ir ſhould happen to France in this caſe, 
as it always happens to Neutral Princes in the 
quarrels of Neighbouring Potentates, thelf 
Neutrality does not reconcile them with -their 
. Enemies, nor yet procure giem any. Friends. 
Neutralitas negg Amicos parih neq; Inimicos tollit, 
faith Tacirzs : In ſuch caſes we muſt be either 
rone or t'other, and avoid that which is call'd 
Corfilia Media. Such a faint Reformation 
would have ſerv'd for .noughr, but to —_ 
all 


»*»& SY TH SY 


[9 
r 
$ 
, 


Cf: '238:7 
2 the Malice of the Pope, and the Miſchie- 
vous Ecclefiaſticks of the Kingdom, . who 
would have reap'd the ſame Advantage from 
this, that a ſirong Man does from the Impotenc 
Menaces of his Enemy, which ſerve only to 
put him on-his Guerd and fer him at Work, to 
prevent the threatned Miſchief, according to 
the Italian Proverb , Le Minaccie ſono I Arm 
del Minacciato, , Threats ſound an allarum to 
the threarned Man, to take Arms, either to 
defend himſelf or offend his Enemy, as occa- 
fion requires. CY 
Whereas if the King of France did not do 
things by halves, buc (hould, together with his 
SubjeRs,. renounce all at once the falſe Do- 
&rines, Worthip, Superſtition and Abuſes of 
the Church of Rome, and Free his Kingdom 
from that Tyranny , by Eſtabliſhing the light 
of the Goſpel, to enlighten his People,among(t 
whom ir is hid under a Candleſtick, he mighe 
aſſure himſelf that ſuch an Evangelical Refor- 
mation would be followed by unexpreſſible 
Advantages to himſelf and” his People, both 


In regard of Temporal and Erernal Life. 


Some may perhaps obje&R that ſuch a com- 
pleat and ſudden Reformation , muſt needs 
ſhake rhe Kingdom of France, and that there's 
no patfing- ſo- ſaddenly from one Extream to 
another without danger;:that is to lay, from 
the thick--darkneſs of Popery, to the bright 
ſhining light of Chriſtianity , and therefore it 
muit be done gradually, as our Saviour. did 
when he reſtored fight to the Blind, they did 
not at firſt ſee a]l Objects diftinRly ; but Men 
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walking like Trees , and that God does nor 
make us paſs from the dark night to the brighe 
day, but by the dawning of the Morning, and 
therefore according to that Wiſdom, it were 
proper firſt to Eſtabliſh a Patriarchat in France, 
before they endeavour a Goſpel-Reformation. 
To thisI anſwer, That as to the Authority 
of the Pope, which the Creation of a Patri- 
arch would have over-turn'd, all the Parlia- 
ments of France, and amongſt others that of 
Paris, all Perſons of Learning, Senſe and Ho- 
neſty, ev'n amongſt the Clergy themſelves, do 
not acknowledge that Authority in their heart; 
nay, they deſpiſe all other Doarines contrary 
ro thoſe of the Proteſtants, as being evidently 
falſe or unprofitable. The Kings Authority 
and the Reſpe&t or Fear that they have for 
him, are the only Ties which retain them, leſt 
he ſhould deſtroy or ruine them, if they did 
turn Proteſtants. They have had many Doctors 
of a long time, who have opened their Eyes 
in regard of the Popes Authority, and diverſe 
other ſuch DoErines, as the Chancelor Gerſon, 
and the Drs: - Richer, de Launoy, the Author 
of the Book call'd, Les Moyens Seurs & Honnees, 
Sure and Honeſt Methods, Elias Du Pin, and 
many other, without mentioning the Books of 
Proteſtants; and beſides, the Fan/eniſts,the New 
Philoſophy and the preſent Quietiſts, do ſome- 
thing of that Nature ; And there's ground of + 
hope that all the Nation will be moved at the 
infinite number of Miſchiefs , which Popery 
occaſions in the State when they are ſet before 

their Eyes. w 
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We muſt alſo conſider, that the Rigor and 
Length of the laſt Perſecution of France, nay 
which continues ſtill, and hath been one of the 
longeſt and moſt cruel that ever the Chriſtians _ 
endur'd fince the Eftabliſhmene of Chriſtianiry; 
that Sed Rigor, I ſay, and the continuance 
of the Perſecution , have giv'n occaſion ro all 
Perſons of the Romiſh Communion, who had 
not abſolutely diveſted themſelves of all Con- 
ſcience and Humanity , and become perfect 
Bruits,to inquireinto thoſe Opinions, for which 
the Proteſtants have ſuffered, and ſuffer ſtill fo 
many evils, and have found them Reaſonable 
and Chriſtian , contrary to what the Monks 
repreſented them to be, and diverfe of the 
honeſteſt of their Clergy-men who were for- 
merly very Ignorant, have inſtructed chemſelves 
in them. All of them have been terrified to 
fiad ſo much Courage , Firmneſs, Humility 
and furprizing Patience amongſt an -infinite 
number of Perſons of all Sexes, Ages and Con- 
ditions, which made them to think, that in 
' all this, there was ſomeching Divine, ©%e' 7 
they are alſo ſurpriz'd to find, by the Zeal 
which thoſe poor People, diſcover at preſent 
when perſecuted in diverſe places. with the 
utmoſt rage,thar they are leſs Papiſts than ever, 
which occaſions many thoughts of heart amongſt 
thoſe who have any Judgment. 

Beſides the bad ſucceſs of that Perſecution 
which hath been accompanied with this: long 
and bloody War, a violent Famine, and the 
dethroning of the late King Fames, with whom 
it was concerted, and _— in fine, hath ifſueJ 
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in the ruine of the Kingdom of France, hath 
made it evident that it was not a Work which 
God approvd , and that he did without all 
doubt avenge himſelf on the Nation for their 
pertidiouſneſs and cruelty committed againſt his 
People, at the Inſftigation of the _ourt of 
Rome and the Clergy of Frances and thoſe who 
are not judicially blinded, or have any Senſe of 
God upon them,underſrand and perceive clearly 
that God concern'd himſelf in the Cauſe of 
the Proteſtants, and the Evils they Suffered. 
Which oughe ro be another ſrrong Argument, 
coancline the Pypiſts ro embrace the Proteſtant 
Religion. So that there's no cauſe tro doubt 
but the People of Fraxce ,. have a mighty dif- 
poſition to ſhake off the Popes Yoke, and ro 
embrace the Doctrine of the Goſpel . if the 
King of France would declare himſelf for it, 
above half the bufinefs would be done. 

Never Prince had nor can have ſo fair an 
occaſion to acquire Immortal Glory, and to 
render his People happy, as the King of France 
has at preſent in putting that great Work in 
Execution , for belides all the Diſpoſitions 
thereunto abovementioned , he hath the moſt 
Authority in his Dominions of any Prince in 
the World, and hath the fineſt and moſt 
numerous 44rmy that ever was ſeen in France, 
and if he ſhould ſtand in need of any affiſtance 
ro carry ona Work {o Glorious, ſo Magnifi- 
cent and Advantagious to Mankind, there's no 
doubt-but the Incomparable W3ti-rm, and other 
Proteſtant Powers, would lend him their 


belpiog hand. 
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Tc ſeems that the preſent State of the King- 
dom of France, doth moreover indiſpentibly 
require this general Reformation, and the abo- 
lition of the Papacy, to the end the King may 
appropriate to himſelf all or art leaſt the greateſt 
part of che Riches of the Church , which 
belong to no Body, and whereof he might 
diſpoſe for the ſafery of the State, without 
any. Injuſtice, by which means he would be 
enabled to pay his Debts to every one, and to 
prevent a Civil War, which ſeems to threaten 
France unavoidably, if there come a K. of lefler 
Authority than Lewis the XIV. by reaſon of 
the deſperate Condition into which: People of 
all ranks are upon the brink of being reduc'd, 
becauſe of the ill condition of their Afﬀairs. 
All his Troops ſeem ro require it alſo». to 
prevent their being caſhier'd , for they muſt 
either periſh in Foreign Countries, or ſtarve, or 
be hang'd at home 3 the great numbers of 
brave Officers and Noblemen, ruined by the 
Kings Service do alſo require it; and 'tis a 
thouſand times more juſt that they ſhould be 
compenſated by the Riches of the Church. 
which belong to no Body but the King and 
State, than that they ſhould be enjoy'd by ſuch 
2n Herd of Scandalous and Unprofitable Ec- 
clefiaſticks, The great numbers of others 
who have been forced by ſeveral ways to lend 
Money to the King, or to.buy Places, or Letters 
of Nobility, and muſt unavoidably be cathier'd 
and ruined, or who have loſt all they had by 


the Taxes, do alſo require ſuch a general 


Reformation, that the King may be enabled 
K 4 to 
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fo pay or give them ſome Compenſation,and to 
furniſh them Bread , of which they have none 
lefr. And beſides thoſe above-mentioned, all 
ranks of People through the Kingdom in gene- 
ral require it; that they may be delivered from 
thoſe prodigious Loſſes, that they ſuffer 
continually by Popery, which amount, as has 
been ſaid, to above 200 Millions per Annum, 
that ſo they may be Re-eſtabliſhed and Re- 
opled a little; for which end the Monks, 
uns and other Ecclefiaſticks might be very 
uſeful, if their Monaſteries were diſſolved. 
The general Deſolation of the Cities and 


Countries do alſo demand ir, that ſo that King © 


may be in a condition to moderate the Impo- 
ficions and Taxes, with which they are over- 
whelm'd at preſent, and will continue ſo to be. 
Without this all Arts, Manufactures and Huſ- 
bandry, will infallibly decay more and more, 
and the Art Milicary will come to nothing in 
France , where it hath flouriſhed fo much in 
this Reign. | 

The Intereſt of the Church of France, as 
they call it, and all the honeſt Eccleſiaſticks 
among them, ſeem alſo to require it; becauſe 
if after the preſent King and Dauphin , there 
ſhould happen: to come a weak Prince, the 
Kingdom alſo being ſo much weakned as * tis 
at preſent,andas it will continue to be (till, may 
be for ever ruin'd unleſs this general Reforma- 
tion be ſet about ſpeedily : If, I ſay, a weak 


Prince ſhould happen to come to the Crown at = 


fuch a time, the Popes will treat France in a 
more Tyrannical and Cruel manner than ever, 
ET CE Wn HE becauſe 
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becauſe of the fears they have laboured under; 
that France would ſhake off their Yoke, and 
of the attempts which they will precend have 
been made upon their Authority in this Reign, 
which they will never pardon. Then the Pope 
will Eſtabliſh the Inquiction in Frazce, deprive 


the Gallican Church of that the calls her 


Liberties, rob the King of his Regale, oblige 
him to reſtore the Seculariz'd Eftates to the 
Charch, and certainly deſpoil the Biſhops of 
their Lawful Juriſdition over the Regular 
Clergy. Then they muſt believe the Infallibi- 
lity of the Pope, or at leaſt pretend ro do ſo, 
both in Matters of Fact and Right , his Al- 
mighty Power in Heav'n and Earth, his Supe- 
riority over Councils, his Abſolure Power over 
the Temporal Rights of- Kings, and their Lives, 
as well as in the matters of their Salvation, 
and the like over their Subje&ts : The Pope, 
the Monks and the Jeſuites will render them- 
ſelves Maſters of all under a weak Prince, and 
the Kingdom will be more expos'd- to the 
Cheats, Impoſtures and Scandalous Vices of the 
Clergy than ever. | 

The King of France ſhould hereby gain the 
Afﬀection of all Proteftant Princes and States 
intirely, which would be much more uſeful co 
him than thac of the Popiſh Princes , becauſe 
they are honeſter in their Treaties , and at pre- 
ſent much more powerful eſpecially by Sea, and 
more able to hure or help him. And more- 
over, France cannot ſubſiſt without Commerce 
with them, and the King knows very well that 
they bave no thoughts 0 regaining any thiog 
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from France , as the Popiſh Princes have, be: | 


caule ſhe hath never taken any thing from them 
nor have they any thoughts of making Con- 
queſts upon him, as being more Sage and Judi- 
cious thani that comes to : Neither has he any 
reaſon to fear that the Court of Rome will 
employ them to do Miſchief to France, as 
they bave imployed, and may ſtill imploy Po- 
Pith Princes to do. | 

But if Frazxce neglect ſuch a fair opportunicy 
as this is, to' ſhake off the Yoke of Popery, 
(when.there is ſuch an Indiſpenſible Neceffity 
ro do it for the fafety of the Kingdom, which 
muſt otherwiſe periſh) after having ſeen ſo 
evidently, that Popery is the ruin of States, 
and by conſequence a falſe Religion, all the 
World will have reaſon to believe, that His 
Majeſty does not only hate the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion, but the very Perſons of all Proteſtants, 
eſpecially if he does not Re-eſtabliſh his Sub- 
ieas of the Reformed Religion in the free 
Exerciſe of the ſame, and in a full and entire 
Liberty in all Reſpe&ts, as his other Subjects, 
and with all poſſible Aſſurance for time to 
come, ſeeing no Man can reproach them with 
Diſloyalcy towards the King , nor on the ac- 
count of their Docrine, which the moſt Lear- 
ned of the Papiſts themſelves acknowledge to 
be very Sound, and Conformable to the 
Scripture, and make their boaſts that they be- 
lievethe ſame things as chey do, having nothing 
elſe to reproach them with, but only chat they 
don't believe enough , becauſe they don't be- 


lieve Tranſybſtantiation, nor fifty other Foole- | 


ries 
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ries of the like Nature; nor adore the half of 


one of the two Sacraments, which has not ſo - 
much as the Honour ro be Bread,but is only an 


- Elil Elilim, a Nothing,an Idol, which according 


to St. Paul is a meer Nothing;of. this nutnber of 
Learned Men is the Bp. of Meaux,as appears by 


his Expoſition of the Catholick Doctrine. With- 


our this Reformation, France will become as 
deſolate in 30 years time,as Spain and Portugal is 
at preſent, though there ſhould be a continued 
Peace ail that while. For the Women and 
Girls who are art preſent three thirds of the 
People of France , will for the moſt part be 
dead without Children, becauſe there are not 
Men enough at preſent to Marry them; ſo that 
this want of People will be much more apparent 
then, than now. 

It may very well be faid that the Kingdom 
of France hath for 3o or 4o years had a great 
Aſcendant over ail the other Nations of Europe, 
by means of the Kings Vigour and Abſolute 
Power. But the Kingdom will loſe that Af- 
cendant, come to nothing, arid be deſpicable 
to all the World, and eſpecially to the Court 
of Rome, without hopes of being ever able to 
recover it ſelf, if ſuch a Reformation be not 
made; AndI dare venture to ſay, that without 
this the Kingdom is in danger to be torn into 
pieces by Civil. Wars ere it be Jong, or 
involved in ſhort in another new War, on 
the account of Religion, by the Jeſuites art the 
ſecret Suggeſtion of the Pope , who are ſtill 
afraid of that Kings great Authority, tho' his 
Kingdom is ruined. 
| There's 
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There's no other Method left, as I have 


intimated already, to put the King in a condi- 


tion to pay his numerous Debts, but this Evan- 
gelical Reformation; and becauſe diverſe Per- 
ſons of great Merit have delir'd of me to give 
ſome Account of the Ways and Means they 
take, to find Money to borrow, and Places to 
ſell in a Kingdom ſo-much ruined as France ; 
I could not refuſe to obey them in imparting 
what is publickly known of that Matter in 
France, therefore I ſhall here make a lirtle di- 
greſſion. 

We muſt obſerve then that the Court en- 
tertains 2 great number of People in Provinces 


and Towns, who make it their buſineſs to dif- 


cover thoſe who have yet any Money left 'em. 
Whereupon the Intendant, Governour or 
other Chief Men of the Place, have orders 
either to call for ſuch Perſons, or to go ro their 
Houſes, and tell chem that the King has a 
mind to fell ſuch and ſuch new Places, or 
Augmentations of Salleries to all Civil Officers 
who are already in Place, or Letters of No- 
bility co Commoners,or ſome other Priviledges, 
or to create Rents upon the Town-Houle of 
Pars, or to alienate the Revenues of the Poſt- 
Office, or ſome part of his Demain, &c. 
Then they are acquainted Civilly that they will 
oblige the Court to lay out their Money on 


ſuch things, and do a piece of good Service | 


to the State, that their Principal and Intereſt 
will both be ſure, and their gain conſiderable. 
If chey anſwer ar they have. no Money, 
after being deſir'd thus to lay it out, then rw 
4 of 1 


( 141 ) 
find it to be, as Tacitus ſays, Preces erant, ſed 
quibus reſiſts . non poterar. They were Prayers 
indeed, but ſuch as they could not refit. 

Thoſe Officers inform themſelves more parti- 
colarly of the State of their Aﬀairs, from Scri- 
yeners and Notaries, who are cblig'd to tell 
all they know of it 5 After this they proceed 
to threaten the Perſons, that ſo they may 
ſqueeze Money cout of them. Evt thereare 
few who let it come to this extremity, becauſe 
they ſee ſo many Examples before them of 
People ruined by ſuch Refuſals, for either they 
are tax'd extraordinarily as rich Perſons, or are 
accuſed that either they themſelves or their 
Friends, whoſe Eſtates they Inherit, robb'd 


{ the Publick when they were in Office, and 


thereupon deſpoil them of their Eſtates. Other- 
wiſe all the Adions of their wv hole Life are 
Canvaſs'd. or if that fail, the Converſations of 
their Children and other Relations , are enqui- 
red into, on purpoſe to vex them, and their 


Tenants are over-whelm'd with -Impofitions, 


or Quartering of Soldiers. 

There are a hundred other ſuch Methods; 
and their Children and Relations are never 
advanc'd neither in the Church, in the Army, 
nor otherwiſe. And they are befices acccunted 
at Court Enemies to the Government, fome- 
times impriſcned, and if they have any Suir. 
at Law, the adverſe Party 1s ſure to find fa- 
vour, &c.* It's true,- there are ſowe who are 
known to be extreamly Rich, or in great bu- 
fineſs,that prevent the Court on purpole to gain 


Fayour, and lend their Mcney upon the Tow n- 
houſe 
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houſe: of. Paris, ' nor do they know how tg 
diſpoſe of their Money otherwiſe, Trade being 
quite ruined, Houſes and: Land being. of- no 
value, and: all people almoſt being broke';' fo 
thar- there's no ſafety in lending it to private 
Hands ; beſides they are affraid of the Species 
being'cry'd down, the ſame having been aug« 
mented one 6:h part during: the War. They 

_thelnereſt is upon the foor of twelve,fourteen, 
eighteen or ewenty-years purchaſe more or leſs; 
2nd: moſt of thoſe Perſons live at: Paris on! thoſe 
Revenues : [Here [ ſhall rake nocice by the way, 
that:above two thirds of all the Kingdoms 
Money, Plate and Jewels are at Paris; and' that 
there wasplenty of Money in France 15 years 
ago, as 'ris' neceflary for Trade', in a Country 
where' the half of all Eſtates are in Mainmorr. 

We muſt ſuppoſe that Court was perſwaded 


thar the lat War was juſt and neceflary,and'that 


the: Kingdom was in great danger, had it not 


been for the help of ſuch Methods, and they 
reaſoned as that. Man , who faid formerly; 


Preftat aliquam habere Rempublicam quam nullam, 
that is, *tis betrer ro have ſome Republick than 
none : And we muſt think alſo, that they 
thought the Kingdom was able ſoon or late to 
pay and reimburſe all thoſe Loans, both Princi- 
pal and Intereſt, and that-che Money was uſeleſs 
during the War, in the hands of private Men 
. who had it, or'might even be prejudicial ro 
the Kingdom, if .the Owners had applyed 
themſelves ro Uſury. as *tis in fuch Cir- 


_ cumſtances in'ſome Countries. So thar 'tis no - 


wonder, that the Court having ſuch an Autho- 
rity, made ale ot ſuch Ways and Means. 
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How then can all thoſe Publick Debts, old 
and new, be paid- without aboliſhing Popery? 
How can thoſe who have boughe their Places, 
of. whom three fourths. at leaſt muſt be C2> 
ſhier'd, be otherwiſe reimburſed ? and this laſt 
alone may amount. perbaps to.:a thouſand Mil- 
liops, befides what is due to thoſe who-have 
purchas'd Avgmentations of Salleries,. and 
Titles of Nobility, which together with other 
Priviledges ſold alſoamuſt be aboliſh'ds or how 
can the Intereſts: of -a]] thoſe Debts be paid, 
ſeeing the Kingdom is every day-more and 
more diſpeopled?. for there's: at leaſt three 
Women for- one. Man ,. and: by. conſequence 
there: are but few Marriages, and more People 
die: than are born; What hopes then can 


_ that Kiopgdom entertain from Trade and Huf- 


bandrys when they have no Men: to manage 


em 

And beltdes, the continuance of the Perſecu- 
tion will more and more alienate the Hearts of 
all True Protefſtafie Strangers, who either will 
nat Travel, or atleaſt not ſtay-any :long time 
in France, where ſo much Perfidiouſneſs and 
Cruelty. abounds; againſt their Brethren, and 
where they cannot. premile' ſafety to them-. 
felves, for either they are in hazard of being 
knoack'd on the head; by the: Furicus and Ido+ 
latrous: People, if they don't kneel before their 
breaden God in: the-Streets, or. are always at 
the Mercy of. their: Landlords, Maſters of 
Exerciſes, or Idolatrous and Bigotted Phyfatt- 
ans, &c. for it is now the: modem France-to be 


mad. Bigots, - and if they fall fick there, thay 
Wi 
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will -be perſecuted to the - death, in-order: tg 
make :rhem abjure their -Religion. - Nor can 
they have leave ro eat Meat. for fix Months 
almoſt in the Year, without buying Permiſſion 
of. the Prieſts, for they are now more ridi- 
culous in Frence, in. thoſe matters than at 
"Rome it (elf .: Becauſe * the Pope is well 
ſatisfied to draw Strangers thither, and to-have 
their Money, and that France ſhould: loſe:fo 
muchby it. So that the great profit which the 
Kingdom of France did ordinarily reap - from 
Proteſtant Strangers, muſt reaſonably be ſuppo- 
ſed ro diminiſh confiderably.. - - | 
_ There will happen-alſo *anocher Inconveni- 
ence: by. the abating\.of the Value'of Money, 
which. muſt yet. of. neceſſity: be-done, and will 
occaſion abundance of diſorder in the Kingdom; 
I confeſs that che aboliſhing-of. Popery, which 
we have demonſtrated to be fo neceſlary, can- 
not prevent that: diminution 'of - the Value: of 
the Coin which is ſo juſt; but it- would7occa- 
fion :that- that loſs and all -the reſt would be 
nothing ſo ſenfibly-felc- by the Kingdom, be- 
cauſe the Affairs of- the King and the Subject 
borh would be abuadanely becrer'd by it, ' © - 
I think ic-neceflary-to obſerve here, that the 
Rents of the Town-houſe of Paris , - before- 
mentioned, 'confiſt in Taxes laid upon all forts 
of things, that are exported or imported-inro 
thac City , for the uſe of Man-and Beaſt, as 
Proviſions, Cattle, Corn, V Vine , Cloths, 
Firing; Hay, Straw, &c. Nor is there any thing 
but -what- is liable co this Impoſt, whecher-:ic 
be the product of the Kingdom or of Voreigh 
9 | 0UN- 
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it is the fame as coal] manner 
bs Manofa- 


lion and a half Sterling = 
bur it is without all dou 


preſent. The Salt alone which is fold-ar 14 


and 15 d. per Pound,did formerly yield 18c0000 
Livres per Anmom, which was yr for 
the Uſe of the Kings Table, and thoſe of the 
Officers of his Houſhould, tho' Paris be nothing 
near ſo Big, Rich and well Peopled as Londox z 
and by _—_ s much leſs. 
Then beſides the Tax on all things Imported 
into that City, for the uſe of Man and Beaſt, 
which pay by the Gros, either at the Gares, 
the entrance of the Suburbs, or to the Pararhe: 
on the River, (which are Boats with Officers 
of the Cuſtom-houſe, and Guards to levy the 
faidTax on all things Imported or 
Water ) there is moreover 2 Tax laid 
ny ng thar is retail'd within the 
nd Sarburbss and becauſe that this Revenue 


at 
- muſt. neceſſarily fall in rcion to the De- 
. creaſe and Povercy of t le, the Court 


who are unwilling that it ſhould do ſo, augmeac 

the Tax on every thing,to make up what they 

loſe by this fall of the Zeve-ne, which occafions 

abundance leſs to be As FRG: and this m—_—_ 
| 0 
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of. the: Revenue to fall more and more, - and 
People:to-ſuffer Extremly by it.”- Thoſe Taxes 
are fo many thac there are ſeveral ' Books writ 
For aſcerraiving them. - Jr is the ſame in ſeveral 
of the biggeſt Towns of the Kingdom and 'tis 
-at preſent the beſt parc of -the -Kings Revenues, 
beczuſe the great Cities are not fo Depopulated 

- as the Country. But let's return to our Subject: 
I ſhall ſuppoſe here the Popith Religion to be - 
Good as'to its Docrine and Worthip, andthe 
Proteſtant Religion: Falſe 3 - yer the King of 
France, by embracing the latter, ſhould be af 
ſoon ſaved if he paid: bis Debts, -reliev'd his. 
People-from their Prefſures, and his Kingdom 
'from a Foreign Yoke which ruines it- if he la- 
bour'd:inceſl:ntly to Re-eſtablith and Re-people 
his Kingdom, doing Juſtice to all, rewarding 
ſuch as hzve beennndone by his Service in one 
manner or other, making reparation to his Re- 
formed Subjeas for the dammage he hath done 
them, waking Vercue and Learning to Flourith, 
and Banithing Vice, Ignorance and Impoſture-3 
-2}| which he may do by aboliſhing Popery, and 
-which-car't be-done without it. 1 ſay, that be 
.would afſoon-be ſaved in a Religion that is 
falle , as eo Doctrine and Worſhip by doing 
thoſe things, ' as he could be in the Popſh Re- 
ligion, ſuppoſing irto-be Orthodox in Worſhip 
and Doctrine, and that he did not ' perform his 
Duty -in- all thofe-reipes, as it is certain he 
cannot do whilſt his Kingdom continues Popiſh, 
Vengeance inorainary caſes difpleaſes God; 
bur that which the French K: (ſhould hereby cake 
of the Court -of ewe might well-be _— = 
F | p (0) v' 
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Holy Vengeance; ſeeing the Popes have rhin'd 
France by their Religion, ſecret” Intrigues, and 
' by the Spirit of Pecſecution, with whichrthey 
have inſpired-her -Princes, &c. The King 6n 
the other hand,: would . Re-eſtabliſh ' Fronce by 
the Ruine of the Popes ; which were no more 
bur thebroifing of the Scorpion uponthe wound 
that it makes. + wh GE 

By this. means the King of France would 
obrain a mighty Aſcendant . over the Houſe of 
. Auſtria, by the Augmentation of this Power 
and: Riches , and the Favour which he ſhould 
find among Proteſtants ; and the : Pope-would 
not be any thing formidable to the French King. 
-- It's time now to craw. to 2 conclufion, and 
therefore |. ſha)l only fay, that it is clear as the 
Sun ſhine, that the Court of | Frence- by (a+ 
-ving that dammage which Popery' occafions to 
-the Kirgdom , might eafily upon the 200 Mil- 
lions which the Kingdom would at leaſt gain'by 
it, encreaſe its Revenue 100 Millions, withont 
reckoning the Revenues of the Church, the 
Plate in their .Churches and Trezſuries, and 
their Grow ing-timber, which the King mighc 
diſpoſe of as - be ſhould think fic, and ar the 
ſame-time the bleſſing of God' would atterid 
the King: and the Nation, whereas they haye 
-great reaſon to dread the contrary; if they don'c 


follow this Method. Bur whereas. itcontinges. - 


too evident that the Romiſh Clergy influ- 
ences the King to perſecute and murder ſtill his 
Proteftant Subjects with ailmanner of Outrage, 
tt ita certain. proof that the Pope is afraid of 
. his Power (till;and m_ not think him oy > 

Jo ow 


SubjeRs ac that rate.there's very reaſon for 
Proteſtants to be Jealons of _ 


By this Perſecution we may perceive that | | 


the Morals ofthe Church of Rome are far worſe 
than thoſe of che civilized Pagans , as appears 
by that Saying of Taciens, Apud optimum qe ge 
ram miſerum eff occidere quam perire : That is to 
ſay, all honeſt Men account it as ungrateful to 
nature to kill others as to be kill'd rhemſelvesz 
bur on the contrary, that which is call'd the 
Church of Reme.;accounts it a thing mericorious 
to be drenk with the Blood of the Saints,& eſteems 
it more advantagious to thoſe that thed it, or 

on- it to be ſhed than the Blood of the 
Croſs z ſo that I cannot forbear to ſay, that it 
would ſeem that Perſecuting Clergy are cer- 
eain of their own Reprobation, for if they 
were in any doubt concerning it, or had che 
leaſt hope of Salvation, or that their Charch 
were not wholly abandoned by God , they 
would not ſo defile and poljute it , by 
ſuch a deſperate Conduct, and by the Com- 
miſſion of ſo many Crueltjes, Perjuries, Pro- 
 fanities and Sacriledges to advance its Intereſt. 


FINIS, 


Conſnit the Errata. 


t continues to treat their own Reformed 
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